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Tabs e e of oh A. 
E. various R's or of person Hae b 
60 the Divine dispensgtions eich es = 
Of these, Some have persisted 1 in kunt 
period of their earthly existen 
covered their mistake iu time, 
forgiveness with Gon I 
some, who have piously ee 
Heaven; who have cordially rec 
as a revelation * an Fhigh;. * 
their everlasti on 
erein revealed. "The bo opes 
been disappointed. If th „aße lived-up; in am c 
degree, to their religious profexcion, they hays always 
been favoured with peace of mind, and str gonsoMiiciy | 
in life; firm confidence in Cunts rz usually, the hour.” 
of death; and have frequently gone off che ztage f time 
into eternity refoictug in 1 25 the glory e God, 
unspeakable and triumphant Jog n of this ki 
even among illiterate men, women, and children, mi 1 
produced in numbers very considerable. But how 
tremely different, most commonly, is the last end pf * hoe || 
persons, who have denied and scorned the. reve s of 
Heaven; who have rejected the 7 frilings 
and treated serious godliness with sneer Bene.” 4 
— Nay, it hath frequently been known, that the” first- Tate 
geniuses, and greatest men of their times, have left che 
world under much darkness of mind, full of d * 5; 
fearful apprehensions concerning the Divine favour, OW. 
ing to their being too deeply immersed in geculag, gor li- "= 
terary pursuits ; their living beneath their riotigw 
privileges and "packing too Small a Proportion their 
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Rquietude of tnind, and soruples of con- F - 

ie sun goes down, ae Sets, to this © 8 

a and cheerless cloud.— But 3 

„ Pebever i in Cnrrs* Jtsus (the eyes ö Il ;; 

ing enlightened, and his fears alarmed 4 

7) lays aſide every ſpiritual pe * 

| Wc Which hath been aceuſtomed too eaſily. 57 

* 3 Er c 4 [here he resolutely breaks thr = F 

hl Con lives to the great purpoſes. for which we J 

TIES i born; here, with the -illustrious philaſopher/and -- 
PIs elan {Borxnaave, and the eminent ſtateſmen Six 135 
nean, FRY Ind hg or OKRMONDE, and Loeb | ; 
= CAP N eee every day in 
reading the sacred volume 

5 valuable men, he . 5 

& enjoyment of the  conſolations” of religi py 

unds in, peace and bope through the <3 the th 

oLy Gnosr.' He goes through: life, if not ſmooth- de 

ad uſefully, at leaſt 'contentedly, and ha Sly 5 10 


While, in the eyes of thoſe perſons, who boaſt of their 
= tpcriority. of underſtanding. and freedom from vulgar 
"$ * Prejugicrs, the RepzeMer of the world becomes on 
more and more contemptible; and in the eyes of the 
Y ace warm Chriſtian leſs and leſs deſirable; in the eſtima- 
tion of che devout and lively Believer, who, waiting 
22 e Logp, renews his ſtrength, the Sor o f Goo, i vis 
* 8 2 


x 2h was yp endieny bf hits of cha en men, to lot W 
every morning, in private prayer, and reading the noL T. scRKITTUn Es, 
and of the fourth, to mediate an hour every day «cpa ETERNITY. 
This gave them comfort and vigour of mind to au the toil and fa- 
- Og: bf, hw Gay; "Nay, we are told in the Life of the Dos or O- 
ond hat “ he never prepared for bed, or went abroad in a morn- 
ing, he had with-crawn an hour to his cloſet.” | The ou is tue 
or Coons GELS INED, 


| wa. 1 
don, the ebief among len 1 | 7 
iin convinced of fin and jus/iftied by faith, be bas peace with, wb 28 
Gor through our Lok Jxsus Enktsr, and ibe lou, 
GoD is bed abroad in bis beart by the Holy noo which. 
is given unto him. He'is Lo one with might ; by bus + 9 | 
8 in the inner man, and Cuktsr dwells in bit heart e 
by faith." Being rooted and gratinged in love, be compre- " 33 3 
bends with all saints, what is the breadth; and lengib, nt, 
depth, and height, and be knows the love of Char, thougn 
indeed i paſſeth knowledge. He is, moreover, filled wid 
all the communicable fulnefs of God, and a peace. paſſing. 
underſtanding Nr bis 2 aud Oy nes Cunter * 
Js. | 5 
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« And ardent hope anticipates the ſkies” : ag WOES 
5 The language of his ſoul, is, Mbom have" I a 4 1 
ee, O GD and there is none upon earth that I dre 
HY i» compariſon of thee. To do unto others as he would have-- -- *Þ8 
chem do unto him, is the great law of his life, in all his 


dealings between man and man; and whereinſdever he 
falk ort of a full compliance with this royal ſtatute, ge 
laments and bewails his folly; makes ſatisfaction accord- *. 
ing to the nature of the caſe; flees to the blood of fprink- | & _.* 
ling for pardon ; and returns with renewed vigour to the 
path of duty. Grving all diligence, be add to his \faith, © ' 
urtue ; and to virtue, knowledge ; and to knowledge, tem- 
perance ; and to temperance, patience 3 and to patience, god- 
lineſs ; and to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherly 
indneſs, charity. With zealous affection he culrivates the | 

voly tempers that were in CHR sr; bowels of m 10 W- 
ineſs, meekneſs, gentleneſs, contempt of the world, pa- . 
tence, temperance, long-ſuffering, a tender love to every 
uman being, bearing; believing, hoping, enduring all 
hings. He ſubmits bim/elf to every -oramance of man- for x 

e Loxp 's ſake ; whether it be to the KING, as Jupreme.;\ * - 
unto GOVERNORS, 46 unto them that are ſent by him for | 
2 lb 


„ 


1 


i 


** 
Nr 


8 1 6 3% . 
the 3 of "evil 3 and for the praiſe of them that 
"oo well. He pays all due reſpect unto men of every rank 
and degree. He loves with peculiar affection the whole 


brother-hood of believers in CHRIST JEsus. He fo fears 
Gob as to depart from evil, and 30 honours the king as 


do be ready, on every Pager call, to ſacrifice his hiker for 
the good of the public 
- with propriety in every ſtation, whether as maſter, ſervant, 


e endeavours to acquit-himſelf 


ent, child, magiſtrate, ſubje&, teacher, learner. In 
ort; whatſoever things are true, whatſoever . things: are 


| þ a whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 12 are pure, 
; whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever thing * 
nce 


"report, to theſe he attends with the utmo Algen 

aſſiduity. This is the Chriftianity, which the Sow of 
Gop taught unto the world. And he that is of this reli- 
gion is my brother, my ſiſter, and my mother, by what 


names ſoever he is diſtinguiſhed and called. 


I do not ſay, however, that this is the religion of the 
great body. of perſons. calling themſelves Chriſtians, 
Much otherwiſe. Many of our brethren are extremely 
immoral: . Others are guilty of ſome particular vice only 
Some are decent in their general conduct, and pretty at; 
tentive to religious obſervances, but yet total ſtrangers to 


inward religion. Great ſticklers for their own party, be it 
what it may, they harbour a ſtrong averſion to all, who 
dare to think for themſelves, and preſume to diſent from 
them in principle or practice. So remote are they from 


the character and experience of the above evangelical 


requirements, that they conſider them as deluſive and en- 
thuſiaſtic. Something of 4h form of  godliness they have 


gotten, but hey deny, and ſometimes even ridicule 10e 
Power. Be this as it may, true religion 1s {till the ſame; 
and the above is a ſcriptural ſketch of it, whether we. will 
hear, or whether we will forbear, So far too are we Chris- 
lians from being aſhamed of. this goſpel-method of ſaving a 


lost world, that we make it our boaſt and org bl the day 


long in the bouſe of our pilgrimage. 
Eternal ſunſhine of the ſpotleſs mind; # ar 
« Each prayer accepted, and each wiſh reſign'd: 
| | 1 Paſſions 


nos F 
cc „ Pollan camp; affecliobs ever en. t 
. © © Tears that delight, and fight-harwaſt to heav'in. “ 


We experience its effect in rain Ing us from the ruins vii 
our fall. We lament with ſincere contritiom the fins and 
follies of our unregenerate ſtate, We diſcover nothing 
but condemnation, while we remain under the covenant” 
of works. We flee for refuge to the only 24 of ſinful 

men; and we conſider 9 as the happieſt of God's 

creatures, in having this plank thrown out, on which we 
are ¶ are permitted to eſcape fafe to land. In the mean time, 
re, uwe feel this religion makes us eaſy, comfortable, happy; 
00d and ſeems adapted with conſummate wiſdomzo our. ſtate and 


Ts 4 4 - Lhd 25 


ad circumſtancess. 3 ' 


li. «« Soft peace ſhe brings; wherever ſhe arrives, 

* She builds our quiet, as ſhe forms our lives; 
« Lays the rough paths of peeviſh nature even, 

00 ' And opens in each breaſt a little heaven, ky 


This is the portion of happineſs, which the E 
yields us while we live, and we have not the ſmalleſt fear; 
that it will fail us when we die. On the contrary, we 
know, that our light affiiftion, in this world, which is, com- 
paratively, but for a moment, worketh for us a' far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory ; and that, if our earthly 
bouſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of. 
Gop, a houſe not made with bands, Nr in | the heavens." , 


Nothing on earth we call our own, 
8 40 But, ſtrangers, to the world unknown, 
We all their goods deſpiſe: +": 
= : 32 . 5 A 4 , . | « We 


If there is one condition in this life more happy tha e 
days a great author, it is, surely, that of him, who found all his 
« hopes of futurity on the promiſes of the GosyeL ; who carefully en- 
« deavours to conform his actions to its precepts ; looking upon the 
great Gop ALM1GaTrY'as his protector here, his rewarder here-" 
© after, and his everlaſting: preſerver. This is a frame of mind 20 
perfective of our nature, that if CHRISTIANITY, from a belief of- 
* which it can only be derived, was as certainly falſe, as it is certainly 
true, one could not * 88 ay. it Ly be * — 
«c in the world,” 


r URS. 
£ . 


A country in the es- "0 
; : 


If then the religion of Jzsvs Cunnr be a deluion;” i 


is, at leaſt, a happy deluſion z and even a wiſe” man woah 
ſcarcely wiſh to be undectived. He would rather be 
ready to ſay with the great Roman Orator, when speaking 
of the immortality of the ſoul:—“ If in this I err, 1 
illing err; nor, while I live, ſhall any man wrest from 
de me this error, with which I am extremely delighted. T 
If ve wished to exemplify these obſervations,”it would 


be no difficult matter to produce various very ſtriking in- 


ſtances of persons, as well from the Sacred Writings, 
as from the hiſtory of theſe latter ages, whoſe conduct and 


character have been conformable to the above reprefenta- 


tions. But as the Bible is in every one's hands, and may 


be conſulted at pleaſure, we will call the attention of the 
|  Feader to a few inſtances of perſons, who have been 


eminent in their way, during theſe latter ages only, and, ſome 


of them, even in our own times. Theſe may be Dre 
InFiDeLs—PENITENT and RESOV RED InvipeLs—Dy- 
ING CHRISTIANS, who have lived too much in the ſpirit of 

the world—and CHRISTIANS dying, either with great com- 


8 Poſure of mind, or IN THE FULL ASSURANCE OF FAITH, 


— ; 
* 
* * 0 1 * 8 
« # - . . * 


I. ExameLss of dying InFiDELs, 


The wicked is driven away in his own wickedneſs, Prov. 14. 32. 
„ Horrible is the end of the vnrighteous generation, ” Wil. 3. 19. 
With the talents of an angel, a man may be a fool. 8 —YounG. 


1. MR. Hopes was a celebrated I»fidel in the laſt age, 


who, in bravado, would ſometimes ſpeak very unbecom- 


ing things of Gop and his Wop. Yet, when alone, he 


was haunted with the moſt tormenting reflections, and 


| * awake in great terror, if pg candle e but 
to 


"i Si i in hoc erro, lubenter erro, nec mihi hunc errorem, quo 
“ delector, dum vivo, extorqueri volo,” '* © | 


© 


| 


a EMEA... 4at. 5. v - 


»% 


Calais, where I was to embark, having with me a retinye 


. 
ta go out in the night. He could never bear any diſcourſe 

of death, and ſeemed to caſt off all thoughts of it. He 

lived to be upwards of ninety. His laſt ſenſible words 

were, when he found he could live no longer, “I ſhall be 
e glad then to find a hole to creep out of the world at“ 
And, notwithſtanding all his high pretensions to learning = 
and philoſophy, his uneaſineſs conſtrained him to confele 
when he drew near to the grave, that he was about to 
te take a leap in the dark. — The writings of this old 
ſinner, rained the EARL or RocxtsTEtR,. and many 


other gentlemen of the firſt parts in the nation, as that 


* * 


Nobleman himſelf declared, after his converſion. 


2. The account which the celebrated Sul Iv gives us 


of young Sxxyvix is out of the common way. The 


beginning of June, 1623, fays he, I ſet out for 


of upwards of two hundred gentlemen, or who called 
themſelves ſuch, of whom à conſiderable number were 
really of the firſt diſtinction. Juſt before. my departure 
old SzRvin came and preſented his fon to me, and d 


I would uſe my endeavours to make him a man of ſome 


worth and honeſty ; but he confeſſed he dared not hope, 
not through any want of underſtanding or. capacity in the 
young man, but from his natural inclination to all kinds of 
vice. The old man was in the right : what he told me. 
having excited my curioſity to gain a thorough knowledge. 
of young SeRvin, I found him to be at once both a won- 

der and a monſter ; for I can give no other idea of, that 
aſſemblage of the moſt excellent and moſt pernicious 
qualities, Let the reader repreſent to himſelf a man of a 
genius ſo lovely, and an underſtanding ſo extenſive, as ren- 
dered him ſcarce ignorant of any thing that could be 
known; of ſo vaſt and ready a comprehenſion, that he 
immediately made himſelf maſter of what he attempted ; 
and of ſo prodigious a memory, that he never forgot what 
he had once learned; he poſſeſſed all parts of philoſophy 
and the mathematics, particularly fortification and draw- 
ing: even in theology he was ſo. well ſkilled, that he was 
an excellent preacher whenever he had a mind to exert 
that talent, and an able diſputant for ated againſt By w 
| | orme 


% 


1 n 
formed. religion indifferentiy; ; he- not only underſtood | 
_ Greek, Hebrew, and all the languages which we call 
' learned, but alſo the different 0 ns or modern dialects; 
he accented and pronounce ppl ng ſo naturally, and 0 
perfectly imitated 16 geſtures and manners both of the 
ſeveral nations of Europe, and the particular provinces of 
France, that he might have been taken for a native of all 
or any of theſe countries; and this quality he applied to 
counterfeit all ſorts of perſons, wherein he ſucceeded won- 
derfully; he was, moreover, the beſt comedian and 
greateſt droll that perhaps ever appeared; he had a ge- 
nius for poetry, and had wrote many verſes ; he played 
upon almoſt all inſtruments, was a perfect maſter of mu- 
ſic, and. ſung moſt agreeably and juſtly ; he likewiſe could 
ſay maſs; Dr he was of a diſpoſition to do, as well as to 
know, all things: his body was perfectly well ſuited to his 
mind, he was light, nimble, dexterous, and fit for all ex- 
erciſes ; ; he could ride well, and in dancing, wreſtling, and 
leaping, he was admired: there are not any, recreative 
games that he did not know; and he was ſkilled in almoſt. 
all mechanic arts. But now for the reverſe of the medal: 
here it appeared that he was treacherous, cruel, cowardly, 
deceitful; a liar, a cheat, a drunkard and glutton 3 A 


ſharper in play, immerſed in every ſpecies of vice, a blaſ- , 


phemer, an atheiſt; in a word, in him might be found all 
the vices contrary to nature, honour, religion, and ſociety; 
the truth of which he himſelf evinced with his lateſt 
breath, for he died in the flower of his age, in a common 
brothel, perfectly corrupted by his debaucheries, and ex- 
pired with a glaſs in his hand, curſing and denying God. 
3. The honourable FRANCIs NeweorT was ęducated 

by his parents in a religious manner. . As he grew up to 
years of diſcretion he fell into the hands of Infidels, loſt all 
his religion, and commenced Infidel himſelf. Being ſome 


time after ſeized with ſickness, his ſerious convictions re- 


turned, and he became alarmed for the ſafety of his con- 
dition. After enduring the moſt horrible agonies of mind 
poſſible, till, in a very ſhort time, his bodily ſtrength was 
exhauſted ; with a groan ſo dreadful and had, as though 

it 


e 
it had been more than human, he cried out, Ob the in- 
 ſufferable pangs of bell and damnation /—andexpired. © 
It may be much queſtioned, whether a more affecting 
Narratrve was ever compoſed in any „than the 
true hiſtory of this unhappy gentleman's laſt fickneſs and 
death. It is greatly to be deſired, that men of all en 
nations would give it a ſerious peruſal. i 
4. Mr. WILLIAu EMMERSON: was, at t che ſame time an 
Injiael, and one of the firſt mathematicians of the age. 
1 :0ugh, in ſome reſpects, he might be conſidered as a 
worthy man, his conduct through life was rude, vulgar, 
and frequently immoral. He paid no attention to religious. 
duties, and both intoxication and profane language were 
familiar to him. Towards the cloſe of his days, being 
afflicted with the ſtone, he would crawl about the floor on 
his hands and knees, ſometimes praying, and ſometimes 
ſwearing, as the humour took him.— What a poor creature 
is man without religion! SIR Isaac Nxwroꝶ died of the 
ſaine diforder, which was attended, at times, with ſuch 
ſevere paroxiſms, as forced out large drops of ſweat that 
ran down his face. In theſe trying circumſtances, however, 
he was never obſerved to utter the ſmalleſt complaint, or 
to expreſs the leaſt impatience, What a ſtriking contraſt 
between the conduct of the Infidel and the Chriſtian ! 
5. Mons1zvs VoLTaire, during a long life, was con- 
tinually treating the Holy Seriptures with contempt, and 
encicavouring to ſpread the poiſon of Infidelity among the 
nations. See, however, the end of ſuch a conduct. In 
his laſt illneſs he ſent for Dr. TRoteary, When the 
Docron came, he found VoLTAIRE in the greateſt agonies, 
exclaiming with the utmoſt horror I am abandomed by 
Cod and man.—He then ſaid, Doctor, I will give y 
half of what I am worth, if you can give me fix months 
life. The Doctor anſwered, Sir, you Cannot live ſis 
weeks, VOLTAIRE © replied, Then I ſhall go to bell, 
and you will go with me! and ſoon after expired. | 
This is the Hero of modern [nfidels ! Date any of them 
fay— Lit me die tbe death of Voltaire, and let my laſt end be 
like his? Wonderful infatuation! He occupies the firſt 
niche, in the French Pantheon! That he was a man of 


great 


and yarious takents, none can n deny: but his want of 
. found learning, and moral qualifications, will ever prevent 


F him from being ranked with the benefactors of mankind, 


by the wiſe and good. Such an Hero, indeed, is 2 

à nation under judicial infatuation, to anſwer the wiſe ends 
of the Goverwor of the world. IF the reader has felt \ 
' himſelf injured by the poiſon of this man's writings, he may 
find relief for his wounded. mind, by peruſing carefully. 
FixDLav's Vindication of the Sacre Books from the Miſ-. © 
8 repreſentations and Cavils of VOLTAIRE; and Liran'sLet- 
 TER's of certain Jews to Vol TAIXI. The hoary Infidel” 
cuts but a very ſorry figure in the hands of theſe Sops of 
Abraham. 

6. Mr. Appisow tells vs of a Gentleman-in France, wha! 5 
Vas ſo zealous a promoter of Infidelity, that he had got to- 

gether a ſelect company of diſciples, and travelled into all 
ap: of the kingdom to make converts. In the midſt 

is fantaſtical ſucceſs, he fell fick, and was reclaimed to, 
ſuch a ſenſe of his condition, that after he had paſſed ſome. 
time in great agonies and horrors of mind, he begged thoſe. 
who had the care of burying him, to dreſs his body in the 
habit of a Capuchin, that the devil might not run away with 

it: and, to do further juſtice upon himſelf, he defired them 
to tie a halter about his neck, as a mark of that ignomini- 
' ous puniſhment, which, in his own thoughts, he had fo, 
juſtly deſerved, 

7. The laſt days of Davip Hume, thit celebrated Dejf, 
were ſpent in playing at whiſt, in cracking his jokes about 
CHARON and his boat, and 1 in teading Lucian, and other 
entertaining, books. —This is a conſummatum eſt worthy 
of a clever fellow, whoſe conſcience was ſeared as with an hot 
iran! Dr. Jonusox obſerves upon this impenitent death- 
bed ſcene Hunz owned he had never read the Nzw, 
„ TESTAMENT with attention. Here then was a man, 
who had been at no pains to inquire into the truth of 
« religion, and had continually turned his mind the other 
« way. It was not to be expected that the proſpect of 
« death ſhould alter his way of thinking, unleſs Gop ſhould, 
=_ fend an "_ to ſet him right —He had a vanity in. 


being 


being thought eafy.''—-D1vzss fared ' ſumpiuoyly every 
ng PRE danger: but. the next thing. we hear of 
him is In bell be lifted up bis eyes, being in torments !'*. 
8, The late all-accompliſhed EARL of CuzsTerFIELD 
hath given us a picture of mere human happineſs extreme- 
ly mortifying. His declarations near death wereworthy of 
ſuch a life; © T have run,” ſays he, “ the filly rounds of 
« buſineſs and pleafure, and have done with them all. 1 
have emoyed all the pleaſures of the world, and conſe- 
« quently know their futthry, and do not regret their loſs. 
J appraiſe them at their real value, which is, in truth, 
« very low. Shall I tell you, that I bear this melancholy 
« ſituation with that meritorious conſtancy and reſignation 
« which moſt people boaſt of? No; for I really cannot 
* help itz I bear it, becauſe I muſt bear it, whether I 
« will or no II think of nothing but killing time the 
ce beſt way I can, now that he is become my enemy,— 
« It is my reſolution to ſleep in the carriage during the re- 
ge mainder of the journey. Such are the dying declarations 
of this complete faint of the world | How little is man, in 
his moſt finiſhed eſtate, without religion! Let. us hear in 
what manner the lively Believer in Jeſus takes his leave of 
this mortal ſcene: I am now ready io be offered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a goad fight; 
I have finiſhed my courſe; I have kept the faith; henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which be 
_ Lox, the righteous JuDGe, will give me at that day / 
9. The ſad evening before the death of «he noble A- 
TAMONT, upon the ſtriking of the dock, he cried out, 
« Ob, time I time | it is fit thou ſhouldeſt ſtrite thy murder- 
« er to the heart. How art thou fled forever! A month! 
c Ob, for a ſingle week! I aſk not for years; though an 
* ape- were too little for the much I have to do !-Ob! 
e 4 a 


®* It is much to be lamented that a man of Huus's abilities 
ſhould have proſtituted his talents in the manner it is well known 
he did. With all his pretenfions to philoſophy, he was an advocate 
for adultery and ſuicide, The reader will find a ſufficient anſwer to 
a his ſophittry in Hoxne's Letters on Infidelity, and BeaTTiE's 
Ear on the Nature and Immutability of Truth, in Oppoſition to Se, 
phiftry and Scepticijm. 


« thou blaſphemed, yet 100 wh Lord God! Hell i a | 
40 16 4 — if it 2 me from thy frown P* Soon 
his underſtanding failed. His terrified imagination = | 
ed horrors not to be repeated, or ever forgot, And e're 
_ "the ſun aroſe, the gay, young, noble, ingenious, accom- 
pliſhed, and moſt wretched ALTamonT expired.“ | 
10. The Gentleman of Fortune deſeribed by Mr. Hzx- |. 
vzx in his Admonitory Letter to Ricuarp Nan, Eſq. 
Mafter of the Ceremonies at Bath, is an instanee of peni- © 
tential ſorrow of a very impreſſive kind. Before his laſt 
ſickneſs, he was a man of the moſt robuſt body, and of 
the gayeſt temper that can be imagined. All his vigour: 
and; hilarity, however, were gone, when Hegvey waited 
upon him, and he was near the time of his diſſolution, 
« Oh!” faid he, with a look ſtrongly expreſſive of the 
anguiſh of his mind, «that I had been wiſe, that I had 
* known this, that 1 had conſidered my latter end! If 
« Gop would reſtore me to health again, I call heaven 
« and earth to witneſs, I would labour for holineſs, as I 
« ſhall ſoon labour for life. 1 would gladly part with all 
« my eſtate, large as it is, or a world, to obtain it. 
« Now my benighted eyes are enlightened, I clearly diſ@ | 
« cern the things that are excellent. As for riches, and | 
ie pleaſures, and the applauſes of men, I account them as 
© droſs and dung, no mere to my happineſs than the fea- 
* thers that he on the floor. Ob , the righteous Judge 
e would try me once more, every opportunity of ſpirithal _ 
« improvement, should be dearer to me, than thouſands of 
« gold and filver * But, alas! the day in which I thould 
e have worked is over and gone, and I fee a fad, horrible 
« night approaching, bringing with it the blackneſs of 
« darkneſs forever. 7 Hall be ruined, undone, and do- 
Amped with an everlaſting deftrudion . 
11. Mr. CUMBERLAND, in the Obſerver, gives us one 
of the moſt mournful tales, that ever was related, concern- 
ing a gentleman of Infidel principles, whom he denomi- 


nates ANTITHEUS. © I] remember him,” fays he, * in 
ih = 1a the 


This affecting Narrative may be feen at large in Youne': 3 E 
tar net Fabulous. : 
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e 
the height of his 8 the hero of his party ; no man 


ſo careſſed, followed and applauded: he was a little 
looſe, his friends would own, in his moral character, but 
then he was the honeſteſt fellow in the world; it was 
not to be denied, that he was rather free in his notions, 
but then he was the heſt creature living. I have ſeen 
men of the graveſt characters wink at his ſallies; be- 
cauſe he was fo pleaſant and ſo well bred, it was im- 


poſſible to be angry. with him. Every. thing went well 
with him, and AnTiTazus ſeemed to be at the ſummit 


of human proſperity, when he was ſuddenly ſeized with 
the moſt alarming ſymptoms: he was at his country 
houſe, and (which had rarely happened to him) he at 
that time chanced to be alone; wife or family he had 
none, and out of the multitude of his friends? no one 
happened to be near him at the moment of his attack. 
- neighbouring phyſician was called out of bed in the 
to come to him with all haſte in this extremity : 
2 found him ſitting up in his bed ſupported by __ 
his countenance full of horror, his breath ſtruggling as 
in the article of death, his pulſe intermitting, and at 
times beating with ſuch rapidity as could hardly be 
counted. AnTITHEUus diſmiſſed the attendants he had 
about him, and eagerly demanded of the phyficran, if he 
thought him in danger: the phyſician anſwered that he 


muſt fairly tell him he was in eminent danger. How 


ſo! how-ſo! do you think me dying ?—He was ſorry 
to ſay, the ſymptoms indicated death. Impoſſible ] you 
muſt not let me die: I dare not die: O doctor! fave 
me if you can. —>Y our ſituation, Sir, is ſuch, that it is 
not in mine, or any other man's art, to ſave you; and 
I think I ſhould not do my duty, if I gave you any 
falſe hopes in theſe moments, which, if I am not miſ- 
taken, will not more than ſuffice for any , worldly or 
other concerns, which you may have upon your mind 
to ſettle.— A mind is full of horror, cried the dying 
man, and I am incapable of preparing it for death.—He 
now fell into an agony, accompanied with a ſhower of 
tears; a cordial was adminiſtered, and he revived in a 
degree; when turning to the phyficran, who had his 

ce fingers 


| 8 DO | $4.5 
"A rs upon his he, he eagerly 5 of bim, 
«if he did not ſee that blood upon the feet-curtains of 
_ bis bed. There was none to be ſeen, the phyſician aſ- 
* ſured him; it was nothing but a vapour of his fancy. 
„Ie it plainly, ſaid Au rirnzus, inthe: ſhape of a bu- 
man hand: I have bern viſited with a tremendous appari- 
lion. As I was lying fleepleſs in my bed this night, I took 
« up @ letter of a. deteaſed riend, to diffipate certain thoughts. 
« that, made me uneaſy, 1 believed bim to be a great pbi- 
1 ofoph er, and was converted to his opinions : perſuaded 
© by bis arguments and my own experience that the diſorderly y 
© affairs of this evil world coud not be adminiftered by any 
% 2prſe, juſt, or provident being, I bad brought myſelf to 
« think no ſuch being could exiſt, and that a life, produced y) 
chance, muſt terminate in annihilation : this is the reaſon- 
te ing of that letter, and ſuch were the thoughts I was re- 
e wolving in my mind, when the apparition of my dear fried 
« preſented itſelf before me, and unfolding the curtains. of 
«my bed, flood at my feet, Tooking earneſtly upon me for a _ 
e confiderable ſpace of time. My heart ſunk within me; 
« for his face was ghaſtly, full of horror, with an expreſſion + 
, ſuch anguiſh as I can never deſcribe : his eyes were fixed 
« 'upon me, and at length with a mournful —.— of bis bead 
« — Alas, alas ! be cried, we are in a fatal error—and tak-+ 
te ing bold of the curtains with bis hand, ſhook them violently 
« and diſappeared.—This, [proteſt to you, 1 both ſaw and 
« beard, and look ! where the Print F bis band is left in 
« blood upon the curtains.” | 
 AnTiITazvs furvived the relation of this viſion very 
few hours, and died delirious in great agonies. 
What a forſaken and di corfolate creature is a man with- 

lf out religion ! 

Taxssx eleven examples are ſuch as to give bur little 
encouragement to any perſon, who has a proper concern 
for his own welfare, to embark, either in the atheiſtic or 
deiſtic ſchemes. In thoſe caſes, where the conſcience was 
awake, the unhappy men were filled with anguiſh and 

amazement inexpreſſible. And in thoſe other caſes, where 
conſcience ſeemed to be aſleep, there appears nothing en- 


viable in their ſituation, even upon their own ſuppoſition, 
that 


that there i 6 no after-reckoning. If to die like an aß is 4 E 


privilege, [give them joy of it! much good may it do 6 


. r die like a Chriftian, having a hope blooming F 
with immortal expectations 

Let us turn from theſe Bor ble inſtances of perverted 
e de a view of ſome more POPs ſcenes, 


II. Exanteurs of perſons. recovered fow u InrroBLITy. 
« If, bak of ll, ie, be wihes | 6 
My name in heav'n.“ 


12. aaa Gidon, author of a book called the 
Oracles of Reaſon, was convinced of the fallacy of his own 
arguments againſt religion, and the danger of his ſituation, 
by reading LtsL1s's Short Method with a 4 Dei He after- 
wards wrote a defende of revealed religion, entitled, The 
Deiſt's Manual, and died in the Chriſtian faith. 55 

13. The late Loa p LiTTLETON, author of the Hiſtory 
of: Henry the Second, and his friend GiuBerT WST, Eſq. 
had both imbibed the principles of Unbelief, and had agreed 
together to write ſomething in favour of Infidelity. To 
do this more effectually, they judged it neceſſary, firſt to 
acquaint themſelves pretty well with the contents of the 
Bible. By the peruſal of that book, however, they were 
both convinced of their error; both became converts to 
the religion of CnRISr Jzsvs; both took up their pens. 
and wrote in favour of it; the former, his Ob/ervations on 
the Converſion of ST, Paul the latter, his Ob/ervations. on 
the Reſurrettion of CHRISTHNJ and bath died in peace. 

14. S1R Joan PainGLE, one of the firſt charafters of 
the preſent age, though blefſed with a religious education, 
contracted the principles of Infidelity, when he came to 


d, # 


travel abroad in the world. But as he ſcorned to be an 5 


implicit Believer, he was equally averſe to being an implicit 
Unbeliever. He, therefore, ſet himſelf to examine the prin- 
ciples of the Goſpel of Carisr, with all caution and feriouſ- 
neſs. The reſult of his inveſtigation was, a full conviction 
of the __ original and authority of tae (re/pel. N= 

. '- EVIQENUCE 
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eviderice of Revelation appeared to him to be ſolid ** TE 


vincible ; and the nature of it to be fuch as demanded his 


warmeſt acceptance. 
15. SOAME Jexyns, Eſq. Member xr pellen for 


Cambridge, by ſome means had been warped aſide into the 


paths of Infidelity, and continued in this ſtate of mind ſome 


years. Finding his ſpirit, however, not at reſt, he was 


induced to examine the grounds upon which his Unbelief 
was founded. He diſcovered his error ; was led to believe 
in the Saviour of mankind; and wrote a ſmall treatiſe in 
defence of the Gospel, entitled, A View of the interna 


Evidences "of Chriſtianity; a work worthy the peruſal of 


every man, who wiſhes to underſtand the excellency of the 


religion he profeſſes. 


16. DocTor OL1ver, a noted Phyſician at Bath, was 2 
zealous Unbeliever till within a ſhort time of his death. 


Being convinced of his error, and the danger of his ſitua- 
tion, he bewailed his paſt conduct with ſtrong compunction 


of heart, and gave up his ſpirit at laſt, in confident expecta- 


tion of mercy from Gob, through the merit of that Sa- 


VIOUR, whom, for many years, he had ridiculed and 
poſed. © Oh,” faid he, © that I could undo the miſchief | 
«. that I have done! I was more ardent to poiſon people 
« with the principles of irreligion and unbelief, than almoſt * 
« any Chriſtian can be to ſpread the doctrines of Carer.” 

17. GENERAL DYKERN received a mortal wound at the 


battle of Bergen in Germany, A. D. 1759. He was of a 


noble family, and poſſeſſed equal abilities as a miniſter. in 
the cloſet, and a general in the field, being favoured with a 
liberal education. Having imbibed the principles of In- 


delity, by ſome means or other, he continued a Prefeſſed 


Deꝛiſt, till the time he received his fatal wound. During his 


illneſs, however, a great and effectual change was wrought 
upon his mind by the power of divine grace, and he died in 
the full aſſurance of faith, glorying in the ſalvation of 
Ixsus, and wondering at the happy as which had 

taken place in his ſoul.“ | 


* See this extraordinary caſe more at . in Drcosr lO 6-3 


Divine Treaſury, p. 27. 
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one of the wick and wittieſt men in che kingdom. 
The hand of God, however, being beg pow Min le was 5 
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; 18. Joux, Sirla Rochxsr ER, i it 1s well Wann was 


brought to a dee iP ſenſe of the danger o ſituation, and 
abhorred Hiriſel repenting in duſt and aſhes. After this, 
he acktjowlZdged, that all Fs ſeeminig abſurrdities in'Hely 
Scripture, fancied by men of corrupt and teprobate judg- 
ments, were vaniſhed, and that their excelleney and beauty 
appeared, now that he was come to receive the truth in 
the love of it, —< 1 ſhalt now die, ſaid he at laſt, but, 
« Oh! what unſpeakable glories do 1 feel! What 20s 
« beyond thought or expreſſion. am I ſenſible of Tam 
« aſſured of Gop's mercy to me, through Jesvs CHRIST. 
« Oh! how I long to die, and to be with my-Saviour'!” 
For the admonition of others, and to undo, as much 


as was in his power, the miſchief of his former conduct, 


he ſubſcribed the following Recantation, and ordered 15 to 
be publiſhed after his death: 

ts For the benefit of all thoſe, whom I may kv draws 
« into ſin by my example and encouragement, J leave to 
« the world this my laſt declaration, which I deliver in the 
« prezence of the great Gop, who knows the ſecrets of all 


e hearts, and before whom I am now appearing to be 


« judged : That from the bottom of my ſoul, I deteſt 
« and abhor the whole courſe of my 1415 wicked life ; 
« that I think I can never ſufficiently admire the' goodneſs 
« of Gop, who has given me a true ſenſe of my pernici- 
ce ous opinions and vile practices, by which I have hithertb 
« lived without hope, and without Gop in the world'; 
te have been an open enemy to Jesvs CHRIS, doing the 
« utrſoſt deſpite to the HoLy SpirIT of grace: and that 
the greateſt teſtimony of my charity to ſuch, is, to 
« warn them, in the name of Gob, as they regard | the 
ce welfare of their immortal ſouls, no more to deny his 
ce being or his providence, or deſpiſe his goodneſs; no 
« more to make a mock of fin, or contemn the pute and 
excellent religion of my ever bleſſed Rrpeeme, 
e through whote merits alone, I, one of the greateſt bf 
« ſinners, do yet hope for mercy and forgiveneſs. Amen!” 
B 19. Captain 
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19. Captain, Jon Lz, who was executed for forgery, . 


March 4. 1784, became an , Tyfdel, through 3 the 
elegant, but ſophiſtical, vritings of Da vip Huus. 


ly. however, did he repent his folly, when he came to 12 * 


. . 


- in diſtreſſed circumſtances, * 1, leave-to the world, ſaid 
he in a letter to. a friend the night before his execution, 
ce this mournful memento, that however much a man ma 
ce be favoured. by perſonal qualifications, or diſtinguiſhed - 
« by mental endowments, genius will be uſeleſs, and abi- ; 
« lities avail but little, unleſs accompanied by a ſenſe of 
te religion, and attended by the practice of virtue.” _ 
20. Another GENTLEMAN, Whoſe name is concealed 
out of delicacy to his connections, was deſcended of a 
noble and religious family.. His life was extremely irre- 
gular and diſſolute, but his natural parts and endowments 
of mind fo extraordinary, that they rendered his conver- 
fation agreeable to perſons of the' higheſt rank and quality. 
Being taken ill, he believed he ſhould die at the very 
beginning of his ſickneſs. His Friend, with whom he had 
frequently diſputed againſt the exiſtence of Gop and the 
truths of revealed religion, came to viſit him on the ſecond 
day after he was ſeized. He aſked him how he did, and 
what made him ſo dejefted? _ IT, 
« Alas!” ſaid he, © are you ſo void of underſtanding, - 
« as to imagine I am afraid to die? Far be ſuch thoughts 
e from me. I could meet death with as much courage as 
« I have encountered an enemy in the field of battle, and 
ct embrace it as freely as I ever did any friend whom I 
cc entirely loved: for I fee nothing in this world that is 
« worth the pains of keeping. I have made tryal of molt 
tte ſtares and conditions of life, I have continued at home 
cc for a conſiderable time, and travelled abroad in foreign 
* parts. I have been rich and poor. I have been raiſed 
ce to honour, and reverſed in a high degree. I have alſo 
« been expoſed to ſcorn and contempt. I have been wiſe” 
« and fooliſn. I have experienced the difference between 


er virtue and vice, and every thing that was poſſible for a a 


ct man in my ſtation; ſo that I am capable of diſtinguiſh- 
e ing what is really good and praiſe-worthy, and what is 
e not, Now I ſee with a clearer ſight than ever, and diſ- 
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te cern a vaſt difference between the vain licentious d;/courſe 
« of a Libertine and the ſound arguments of a trite Believers . 
« for though the former may expreſs himſelf more finely © 
« than the latter, ſo as to, puzale him with hard queſtions 
« and intricate notions, Yet all amounts to no-more than 
« the fallacy of a few airy. repartees, which are never 

« affected by ſober Chrift:2ns, nor capable of eluding the 

« force of ſolid reaſon, But now I know how to make a 
« a diſtinction between them; and I wiſh from the bottom 
« of my heart I had been fo ſenſible of my error in the 
« time of my health; then I had never had thoſe dreadful 
« foretaſtes of hell I now have. Oh ! what a fad account. 
« have I to give of a long life ſpent in fin and folly! 
« look beyond the fears of a temporal death. All the dread. 


e that you perceive in me ariſes from the near approacty IF 


e ger 3:2. | 
This unhappy Gentleman continued in this manner to 
bewail his paſt folly, atheiſm, and infidelity for forty days, 
and then expired. His Friend, however, tbok large pains 
with him to encourage his repentance, faith, and return to 
a proper ſtate of mind}; the particulars of vhich would be 
too tedious to fecord in this place. At laſt, however, he 
was brought to entertain ſome hope, that the RevreMer 
of mankind would take pity on his deplorable condition, 
pardon his fins, and reſcue him from that everlaſting 
deſtruction which awaits all fach characters. He told his 
Friend, therefore, that if he departed with a ſmile, he might 
hope for the beſt concerning him; but if he 'ſhould be 
ſcen to give vp the ghoſt with a frown, there would be 
reaſon to fear the worft. Un aol 
This was about three o'clock in the afternoon, and he 
lived till four the next morning. A little before he expir- 
ed he was heard to ſpeak theſe words ſoftly to himſelf —Op ! 
that I had poſſeſſion of the meaneſt place in heaven, and could 
but creep into one corner it. Afterwards he cned out four 
leveral times together dear, dear, dear, dear—and, near 
a minute before he expired, his Friend perceived him to 
look full in his face, with a fniling countenan ere. 
There we leave him till the refurre&ion-morn, 
B 2 | t 


“e make to an eternal death; for J muſt die to live to all 
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. - and Sceptic in the kingdom ſhould well conſider, before he 


ventures, his ſalvation, upon the julthgſs of his own pririci- 
—. Tf: equal danger, or if any danger, attended our em- 

acing the Chriſtian ſcheme, the Unbeliever would be in a 
certain. 2 juſtified: in with-holding his aſſent to that 


ſcheme: but as 4ll the hazard is on his ſide of the queſtion, 
language furniſhes no words to expreſs the extreme folly 


of treating religion with vie mucl * with ridicule and 
4 K e | ** N „ 8 
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m. Exanyres f 5 — who bad lived in the N 
iris of tbe worn. 


TH Pal ge hve of my band ye ll ti down is ferrous, Is. $0.1 T9 | 


21. Huco Gnorius! is ſaid to have poſſeſſed the brights 
eſt genius ever recorded of a youth in the learned world, 


and Was a profound admirer, and a daily reader, of th 


Sacred Writings : yet after all his attainments, reputation 
and labour in the cauſe of learning, he was conftrained at 
laſt to cry out, © Ah! I have conſumed my life in a labo- 


. rjous doing of nothing II would give all my learning 
- <, and. honour for the plain integrity o 


Joux Uricx !” 

This Jonx URick was a religious poor man, who ſpent 
eight hours of -the day in prayer, eight in labour, and but 
eight in meals, ſleep, and other neceſſaries. 

GRortus had devoted too much of his time to worldly 
company, ſecular buſineſs, and learned trifles, too little to 
the exerciſes of the cloſet. This is forſaking the fountain of 
living waters, and bewing out 10 our felves broken cifterns thal 
= mm 10 water. 

When SaLMASIUs, who was one of the moſt con- 
— ſcholars of his time, came to the cloſe of life, he 
ſaw cauſe to exclaim bitterly againſt himſelf. Oh!“ 
ſaid he, © I have loſt a world of time! time the moſt pre- 


* cious thing in the world! whereof had I but one year 
e more, 
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te more, it-ſhould be fpent in Da vip's Pſalms and Pavr's 
him, “ mind the world leſs, and Gop more! 
23. Dr. SAMUEL Jonxsov, whoſe death made ſuch a 
noiſe a few years ago, was unqueſtionably one of the firſt 
men of the age, and a ſerious belicyer in Jasys CRN A 
his days. Mixing, however, too much with men of no 
religion, his mind was kept harren of ſpiritual confolation, - 
and he was grievoully haunted with the fear of death 
through his whole life. * The. approach of death,“ ſaid 
he to a friend, © is very dreadful, I am afraid to think on 
« that which I know I cannot 'avoid.. It is Vain to look 
er round and round for that help which canhot be had. 
ce Yet we hope and hope, and fancy that he Who has Rved 
#* to-day, may live to-mortow.” To another friend he 
ſaid, „He never had a moment in which death was not 
« terrible to him.“ On another occaſion he declared in 
company at Oxford, I am afraid I ſhall be one of thoſe 
« who ſhall be damned ſent to hell, and puniſhed ever- 
« jaſtingly.“ When this t man, however, -aCtually 
approached diſſolution, © all his fears were _ calmed and 
« abſorbed by the prevalence of his faith, and his trüſt in 
« the merits. and propitiation of Jzsus CnrisT.” He 
was full of reſignation, ſtrong in faith, joyful in hope of his 
own ſalvation, and anxious br the ſalvation of his friends. 
He particularly exhorted Sir Josnua RevynoLDs, on his 
dying bed, © to read the Bible, and to keep holy the 


Sabbath-day.” The laſt words he was heard to ' ſpeak  .' 


were, © Gop bleſs you“ a Ep ee eee 
24. Baron HALLER, a famous Swiſs Phyſician, the de- 
light and ornament of his country, was at the ſame time a 
great philoſopher, a profound politician, an agreeable poet, 
and more particularly famous for his ſkill in botany, anato- 
my, and phyſic. During his laſt ſickneſs he had the ho- 
nour of a viſit from JoseeH, the late Emperor of Germany. 


Upon his death- bed, owing, probably, to the variety of his © 


literary purſuits, the multiplicity of his engagements, and 
the honours heaped upon him by the worſd, he went 
through ſore conflicts of ſpirit concerning his intereſt in 
the ſalvation of the Repzemer, His mind was clouded, 


* „ - 


„ Epiſtles!”—* Ohl Sirs, faid he again to thoſe about. = 
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85 and his foul. deftityte of comfort. In kis 1ſt wade 


however, he expreſſed renewed confidence i in God's: 2 85 


ene Cnzsr, and left the world in peace. 
cage Sir Jonn Mason, on his death- bed, {| ke to Wosz 
him in the manner following:“ J have lived to 


15 * ſee five princes, and have been. rivy-counſellor to four 


of them. I have ſeen the moſt remarkable 1 
= * forei parts, and. have been preſent at "moſt ftate- 
ctions for thirty years together; and I have 14 55 
10 / this after ſo many years experience That ſcriouſne 
« the greateſt wiſdom, temperance the beſt phyſic, and a 
* good conſcience. the beſt eſtate. And, were I to live 
s again, I would change the court for a, cloiſter, my privy- 
. — 2 buſtle. for a hermit' 8 retirement, and the 
whole life I have lived in the palace, for An hour's 
« enjoyment of God in the chapel.” | | 
26. PriLie the Third, King of Spain, when he drew 
near the end of his days, cxoreded his deep. regret. for a 
careleſs and worldly life in the following emphatical words: 
—* Ah! how happy would it have We for me, had! 
e ſpent theſe twenty three Nn. that 1 have. held my 
25 kingdom, i in a retirement! | 
27. Cardinal Maz ak IxE, one of the greareſt ſtateſmen 
in Europe, cried out a little before his death with aſtoniſh- 
ment and tears: —“ Oh ! my poor ſoul | what will be- 
* come of thee? Whither wilt thou go? Were I to 
bh live again, I would be a ee rather than 1 
cc courtier,” 
| 28. GEORGE ViuLiERs, Duke of r was the 
richeſt man, and one of the greateſt wits in England, and 
yet ſuch were his vices and exttavagances, that, before lit 
died, he was reduced to poverty and general contempt. In 
this ſituation he was brought to a ſenſe of his folly. © « Hoy: 
bo: ever,” ſays he, © ] may have acted in bppoſition to the 
« principles of religion,” or the dictates of reaſon, I can 
« honeſtly declare, I have always had the higheſt _ 
e tion for both. But, Ol what a prodigal have I been of 
c that moſt valuable of all j poſſeſſions, Tine? T haye 
e ſquandered it away with a pfofuſion unparalleled ; and 
Li how, when the Wenn ofa few * would be ky 
5 cc the 


a dying hour. 


the threatenin 


«5 
« the world, 1 cannot Batter myſelf with, the proſpect of 
« half a dozen hours. M bat # pity that the Holy Writing s 
« are not made the criterion" of true judgment! or that any 
« perſon ſhould pals for a Freud en oratory ut he 
60 that a folicitous — his happineſs in the next!“ 
Nothing! is ſo well calculated to convince: us of the vaſt 
importance of living bolt) under che power of the G9 
Fel, as ſeeing great ** valuable men i in ſuch à low, 
ſneaking, and unworthy” manner, as many of the firſt 


characters of our World have been known to do. The 


caſes of Gnortus and 9 'of Jonxson and 
HALLER, are morti des. Great talents, great 
learning, oem rely 2 2 _ infufficient to don- 
ſtitute a man happy, and gi peace and confidence in 
1 . of Gop are all 
2 Jo; amen in Carer ring A * if the 3 are 
ure, and ſtrongly animating, to the proper objects of them, 
oe Gop on not leſs infallible, and at the 
ſame time are extremely alarming to the proper objects of 
them. Nothing within — compaſs of nature can enable 
a man, with the eyes of his mind properly enlightened, 
to face death without fear and diſmay, but a ſtrong con- 
ſcious ſenſe, founded on ſcriptural evidence, that oor fins | 
are ere rdoned, that Gon 1s reconciled, 1 _ the x: Fudge 
world is bereue our friend. Fo 3871 
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IV. Exanerrs of perſons living and Hing ler with, 
confidence, or in 11 Full aſſurance of faith. - 


| Precious in the fight of the Lon b is the death of his ſaints, Pa. v 15. 
| rb Num. 


23. 10. 


29. JosEPH: Avpigon, Eſq. was 2 very able and * 
gant advocate for the Bible, in life and ea Juſt before 
his departure, having ſent for a young nobleman nearly 
related to him, who requeſted to know his dying com- 
mands—his anſwer Wag See in what peace a Chriftian 
te can die“ 

30. Dr. Jony Llano, after ſpending a long and ex- 

B 4 | 15 emplary 


(6). 


Sieg ds the ſeryice of the Go fel, cloſed 4 vis 
following mords:——* 1. give my dying ceſtimony to che 
5 15 {Truth 7 Chriſtianity. The promiſes of the goſpel ar 
| ſupport. and conſolation. They, alone, yield. me 
4 * ſarattion in a dying hour, I am not afraid to die,. 
The Goſpel of Cuxisr, has raiſed me above the far of 

1 th; for I know that my RepzzMER liveth,' 3 

31. Monfieur Pascal. was a man in every wa AK 5 

and one of the moſt humble a deyout believers in Jusvs, . 

that ever lived. The celebrated BayLz faith of his life,” | 
that “ an hundred volumes of ſermons are not worth ſo 

* much as this ngle life, and are far leſs capable of dif- 

1 men of impiety. The extraordinary IT 5 

ic and devotion of Monfieur Pascal. gives a more ſenſi? 

« ble mortification to the . Libertines of the age, than if 

c one was to let looſe upon them a dozen of Myftonaries,. 

« They can nom no longer attack us with their favourite 

* and darling objection, that there are none but little and 

<« narrow ſpirits, who profeſs themſelves the votaries of 

* piety and religian : for we can now tell them, and bold 

« tell them, that both. the maxims and practice thereof, - 

e have been puſhed on to the ſtrongeſt degree, and car- 

* ried to the greateſt height, by one of the Retr 

te "Geometricians, by one of the moſt. subtil Metaphyſi cians, | 

« and by one of the moſt ſolid and penetrating Genii, that 

te ever yet exiſted on this earth.” / 

32. QLyMeia ' Fuuvia MoraTa' was one of the 
earlieſt and brighteſt ornaments of the Reformation. She 
could declaim in Latin, converſe in Greek, and was a cri- _ 
tic in the moſt difficult claſſies; But after it pleaſed Gos 
by his grace to open the eyes of her mind to diſcover the 
truth, ſhe became 'enamoured of the Sacred Scriptures | 
above all other books in the world, and ſtudied them by 
day and he night. And when diffolution approached, ſhe | 
ears Fir nothing but © an inexpreſſible tranquili- 


ce ty and peace with Gop throu ape Jzsus ChRisr.“ — Herz 
mouth was full of the praiſes o 
cally expreſſed herſelf b 
* Joy. ” N 
33. WILLIAM, Lord Russkr, delivered himſelf, juſt 
before 


Gop, and ſhe. emphati- 
by faying—< I am gong but 
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ela is" bxetution, in the | 
confidence. Beſides many. things he faid ;—< Nei- 


rt 27 } | 
forigeſt terms of faith and 


« ther my impriſonment n r fear of death have een able 
« to diſcompoſe me in any degree. On the contrary 1 


c have found the aſſurances of the love and merey of 


« (op, in and throu ough my bleſſed RepztMer; in whom K 
« I only truſt. And 1 do not queſtion but I am going 
« to partake of that fulneſs of Tor, which is in his pre- 


«« ſence ; the hopes of which do fo wonderfully Gelen ON 


e me, that I think this is the happieſt time of my fle, 
« though others may look upon it as the ſaddeſt.“ 

34. ChaRkIES the Fifth, Emperor of Germany, King of 
Spain, and Lord of the Netherlands, after having alarmed 
and agitated all Zurype for near fifty years, retired from 
the world, and enjoyed more complete contentment in 
this ſituation than all his grandeur had ever yielded him. 
« I have taſted, faid he, “ more ſatisfaction in my ſo- 
« litude, in one day, than in all the triumphs of my for- 
e mer reign; and 4 find, that the ſincere ſtudy, profeſſion, 
7 and practice of the Chriſtian religion, hath in it ſuch 

« joys and ſweetneſs as courts are ſtrangers to.“ 

35. Mr. Ss pv, the famous Lawyer, whom GRorrus 


calls © the lory of the Eugliſb nation, was, as Sir 


MaTTaew Hart declared, © a reſolved ſerious Chriſtian, 
e and a great adverſary to Horses's errors.“ He was 
generally conſidered as one of the moſt eminent philoſo- 
phers, and moſt learned men of his time. He had taken 
a diligent ſurvey, of all kinds of learning, and had read as 
much perhaps as any man ever did; and yet, towards the 
latter end of his days, he declared to arcbhibop Usnrx ;. 


that notwithſtanding he had been fo laborious in his en- 


quiries, and curious in his collections, and had poſſeſſed 


himſelf of à treaſure of books and manuſcripts upon all 


ancient ſubjects; yet © he could reſt his ſoul on none, 
% fave the Scriptures.” — This is a perfect een on 


che Sacred Volume. 


36. OxENSTIERN Was Chancellor of Sweden, and one cf 2 
the moſt able and learned men of his time, and yet he 
was not too great and too wiſe to be above being taught 
by the * Writings. .& After all my troubles a and roul- 

ings, 


OY 


! 


<<, ings, in the world,” ſays be, I find, chat 
life in the country has afforded me more my priſe. 
than ever I met with in all my public cmpleyipents, | 
. I haye lately applied myſelf to the ſtudy of the Bible, 
wherein all wiſdom, and the greateſt delights. are to be 
1c found. I therefore counſel you , (the Englich. mbaſſa- 
dor) to make the ſtudy and practice of the Word of 
Go your chief contentment and delight; as it deed [4 
vill be to every ſoul that ſavours the truths . Gb. 
« which infinitely excel all worldly things. 
37. Monjieur CLavps was a very conſiderable 1 
among the pruteſtants who were driven out of France by 
Lewis. the Fourteenth. When he was taken ill he ſent _ 
for the ſenior paſtor of the church, to whom in the pre- 
{ence of all his family he expreſſed himſelf thus: Sir, 
©, ] was deſirous to ſee you, and to make my dying de- 
« claration before you. 1 am a miſerable ſinner before 
% GoD. I moſt heartily beſerch him to ſhew me mercy 
« for the ſake of our Loxp Jesyvs Caurrsr. I hope he 
4 will hear my prayer. He has promiſed to hear the 
« cries of repenting ſinners. I adore him for bleſſing 
„ my miniſtry. It has not been fruitleſs in his church; 
8 2 is an effect of Gop's grace, and I adore his providence 
* for it. 
After pauſing a while, he added. © 1 have carefully 
ce examined all religions. None appear to me worthy . 
« of the wiſdom of | Gop, and capable of leading man to 
7 happineſs, but the Christian religion. I have diligently _ 
«© ſtudied- Popery and the Reformation. The proteflant 
« religion, I think, is the only good religion. It is all 
7 found in the Holy Scriptures, the Mord of Gop. From 
. te this, 2s from a fountain, all religions muſt be drawn, 
uy . « Scripture is the root, the protes/ant religion is the trunk 
. and branches of the tree. It becomes you all to keep 
F ſteady to it.“ 
Þ About a week before he died, with true 41 
1 dignity, he ſat up in his bed, and aſked to ſpeak with his 
ſon and family Son,” ſaid he, tenderly x . him, 
% Jam leaving you. The time of my departure is at 


hand. Silence, and ſobs, and flopds of tears eg 8 
each 
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1 1 
each daſped in the other Arms. The farnily all came, 
and asked his" bleſſing. - « Moſt ,* replied he, 
« wt 1 1 vou.“ Mrs. Claud, kneeled down by | 
the bed- My wife,” ſaid he, “ have always 
ec tenderly Ul vou. Be not afflicted at my death. pe 
cc death of de Ala is een, Lick Gop:. In 
« you I have how ©: reds C Gor for K. 
« Be conſtant in ſerving Bin wich your whole heart. 
« He will bleſs you. I recommend my fon and his fami- 
«6 ty to you, und Thalbich the Lon p to blefs you.“ To 
his ſon, who, with an old ſervant, was kneeling by his 
mother, he ſaid, among other things, Son, you have 
te choſen the good part. Perform your office as a good 
« paſtor, and God will bleſs you; Love and reſpect your 
« mother. Be mindful of this domeſtic. Fake care ſhe 
want nothing as long as ſhe hves. 1 give you all my 
« bleſſing. * 
He afterwards faid, at feveral ner « am fo op- 
* preſſed, thap I can attend only to two of the great truths 
of religion, the mercy of Cop, and the gracious aids 
e of his Hoty Settr. | 
I know whom I have believed, * am perſuaded 
ehe is able to keep that, which I have. committed unto 
him, againſt that day.— | 
« My whole recourſe is to the mercy of Gov. I ex- 
te pect a better life than this. — 
« Our Lon D Jesus CHrrsT is my only eiesvüseeh 
Thus died the venerable and ineftimable Jonn CLAUDE, 
in the ſixty eighth year of his age, A. D. 1687. 
38. The Rev. Sauk WALKER of ' Truro in Corn- 
wall, was a very conſiderable man, and a miniſter of no 
mean rank in the church of Cukisr. His exceſſive la- 
bours, however, ruined his conſtitution, and he died at the 
age of forty eight. When his diſſolution drew near, after 
much former darkneſs, but the moſt aſſured confidence in 
God, he brokg out to his nurſe 1 in this rapturous expreſſi- 
on :—* I have been upon the wings of the cherubim ! 
« Heaven has in a manner been opened to me! I ſhall 
* ſoon be there]! Next day to a friend who came to ſee 


him he ſad, with a Joy in his countenance more than 
Words 
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able to-fay more,” Rein METH 
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_ words can utter: a as td 8 
4 I could tell you! ſuch gews-as would rejoice your very 


4 ſoul l I have had ſuch views of heaven” But Le n Ws 


39. The Rev. James Hau ver wh Wen 10 3 , 
been an elegant ſcholar, and a belieyer in the Bible, with 5 
its moſt diſtinguiſning tnichs. When he apprehended | 
himſelf to be near the cloſe of life, and ſtood, as it were, 
on the brink of the grave, with eternity full in view, he 


wrote to a friend at >: difbinge to tell him What were his 


ſentiments in that awful ſituation. I have been too 
LE bon ſaid he, © of reading every thing valuable and. '\ 
| gant that has been penned in our language, and been 
ac « pecularl charmed with the "hiſtorians, | orators, and 
ts of antiquity :\ but were I to renew my ſtudies, 
would take leave of thoſe accompliſhed trifles; 1 


40 2 reſign the delights of modern wits, amuſement, 


« and eloquence, and devote my attention to the Serip- 7 


« tures of truth. I would fit with much greater aſſiduit 7 


« at my divine Maſter s feet, and deſire to know nothing 
L in compariſon of JzsUus CHRIST, and him crucified.“ 

- After this, when his diſſolution drew ſtill nearer, he ſaid, 
to thoſe about him: How thankful am 4 for death 
« It is the paſſage to the Lox D and GiveR of eternal life. 
* O welcome, welcome death! Thou mayeſt well be 
* reckoned among the treaſures of the Christian! To 
* hve is CHRIST, but to die is gain! Lok, now letteſt 
* thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according to thy moſt 
* holy and comfortable Mord; for mine eye have ſeen 
& thy precious ſalvation.” 

40. The late Rev. WILLIAM Ra re was a z6alow 
and ſucceſsful preacher of the Goſpel of Jesus, and adorn- 
ed it by a ſuitable character, above fifty years. In his laſt 
jllneſs not one fretful or murmuring word ever eſcaped his 
lips. © I have,” faid he, “ the peace of Gop in my 
te conſcience, and the love of Gop in my heart. I knew- 
before the doctrines I preached to be truths, but now 
J experience them to be bleſſings. Jzsvs is more pre- 
te cious than rubies, and all that can be deſired on earth, 

5 is not to be compared to him,” He was in full poſ- 
| ſeſſion 


* 


SITE: ode 5; 

rs to the laſt moment, and near 

his diſſolution eried out, * Holy, holy, holy, Lonx do Gop 
_ « ALMIGHTY ! Glory be to thee on high for ſuch peace 

c on earth and good will to men 
Now, My FRIENDS and CounTRYMEN, theſe are all fo 

many  well-atteſted matters ef fa. Moſt of the perſons 

mentioned were of the firſt reputation in their reſpective 


{Mon of his! 


ſpheres of action. It would be prudent to review the 


Whole; to compare the ſeveral inſtances; and weigh 
thoroughly the iſſue. For though it is not our province 
to determine the final fates of men, we may, from ſuch 
compariſon, ſee clearly, 'whoſe' ſituation is moſt eligible at 
the cloſe of life, and whoſe caſe ſtands faireſt for future fe- 
licity. Extremely weak, thereſore, would it be, to let any 
man ſneer us out of our Bible, our ReDEEMEHR, and our 
Salvation. Did we ever know a perſon lament, when 
he came to die, that he had taken too much care to ſerve 
his CREA Ton, and fave his ſoul alive? Did we ever hear 
of a Deiſt, who gloried, in his departing moments, that he 
had been favoured with ſucceſs, in making converts to the 
principles of fidelity ? Or did we ever ſee a ſound ſcholar, 
who was, at the ſame time, a chaſte, temperate, moral, and 
conſeientions man, that lived and died an Unbeliever ? In- 
ſtances of a contrary nature we have known many, but 
rarely one, which comes up to this deſcription. | Perfons 
of an affected liberality of mind, indeed, are frequently 
found, who hector, domineer, and ſpeak great ſwelling 
words of vanity, while health and proſperity ſmile upon 
them ; but they generally loſe their courage, and appear 
to infinite diſadvantage, when death and judgement ſtare 
them in the face. If their ſouls are not harrowed up with 
horror, as in the caſes of Vol TATRE, NeweorT, ALTA- 
MONT, and others; at beſt they are ſullen, gloomy, diſcon- 
ſolate, like HomBes and CHESTERFIELD ; or, \baving their 
conſciences ſeared as with an hot iron, they are inſenſible to 
the vaſtyrealities of the inviſible world, brave it out, and 
ſport blindfold on the brink of deſtruction, after the 
manner of Stxvin, Hume, Emmerson, and ſeveral of the 
late French philoſophers. But ſurely a conduct of this 
kind is highly unbecoming men of wiſdom, even upon 

8 | MF theis 
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| © their. own ſuppoſition, that death is an eternal lep. * 
annihilation ſo ſmall a matter, that a reaſdnable man can 
look upon it with complacency? -Hume's conduct was 
erf unnatural. It was the effect of pride and ſophiſti- 
cal philoſophy. He had a vanity in s e * 
n e obſer ves. vid 


n That muſt be our cure, 
« To be no more. Sad cure ! For who would loſe 
— — “ this intelleQual being, 
. Thoſe thoughts that wander through eternity, | 
Jo periſh rather, fwallow'd-up and loſt _ 
e In the wide womb of uncreated night, 
* Devoid of ſenſe and motion ? | 


It will be the concern of every vile man, therefore, o 
take warning in time, to be cautious how he gives credi — 
the repreſentations of Unbelievers, and conſider well 
the end of our preſent ſtate of trial will be. It is an 27 
buſineſs to revile and ſtigmatize the Bible. Feu things | 
more ſo. Any ſmatterer in learning, who hath got 2 K 
wicked heart, a witty head, and a comfortable flow of . = 
ſcurrilous language, is competent to the taſk. Examples 
of this kind we meet with in every neighbourhood. . Fe | 
found ſcholars, however, and modeſt men, have : 
been incapable of ſuch conduct. What Lord Bacow an | 
of atheiſm is equally true of deiſm: © A little philoſophy |» gd 

* inclineth man's mind to atheiſm, but depth i in Wa 

« bringeth men's minds about to religion. Our . moral 


Poe. too, will teach us the ſame leſſon: p 
What | 


c& A little learning is a dangerous thing; a We | | 
«© Drink deep, or taſte not the Pierian ſpring. | 2 
„There ſhallow draughts intoxicate the brain, 

And drinking largely ſobers us again.“ 


* toy 
e 
, 


eu { 


A. 

* % The CHRISTIAN Aion. ſays another writer, 

« has — to apprehend from the ſtricteſt inveſtigation of the 

« moſt learned of its adverſaries; it ſuffers only from the miſcon- | 

«« ceptions of ſcioliſts, and filly pretenders to ſuperjor wiſdom. A | 

little learning is far more dangerous to the faith of thoſe who poſſeſs | 
it, than ignorance itſelf,” | 


* 


e 4 
What then if THOMAS Pare, who is well known to he 
both illiterate and immoral, inſolent and ſatyrical (il qua- 
lifications for the diſcovery of moral and religious truth, 
which confiſts in purity, modeſty, humility; ſobriety, and 
oodneſs) though otherwiſe a man of good natural under-- 
Ria is an unbeliever in the divine miſſion of the Sox 
or Goo ?. It may be ſome conſqlation to remember, that 
the firſt characters, who ever adorned our world, in every 
department of human life, have not been med of the 
Goſpel of Cartsr, Every man would do weil to reflect, 
in theſe days of abounding licentiouſneſs, by way of ſup- 
porting the mind againſt the ridicule of profeſſed Derfts, 
that the Drwines, BuTLER, and BenTLEy, and BAR ROW, and 
BERKLEVY, and CuDwokTH, and CARE, and SRERTOck, 
and DoDDRIDGE, , and Lax DNER, and PRARsON, and 
Tavron, and UsnER, and a thouſand more were believers : 
that the Poets, SPENCER, and WaALLER, and Cow v, and 
Prior, and THoMsS0N, and Gray, and YounG, and Mi- 
Ton were Zelievers : that the Stateſmen, Hog, and 
HowaRD, and Har aincToy, and Kix o, and BarrinG- 
Ton, and LiTTLETON, with numberleſs more,* were 
believers : that the Moralifts, STEEL, and ApDison, and 
HawKksWoORTA, and Jofanson, were belizvers : that the 
Phyſicians, ARBUTHNoT, and CHEeyNne, and Browne, and 
BuERHAAVE, and PRINGLE, and HarTLEy, and HALLER, 
and Meap, and ForRERNCILL, were belicvers: that the 
Lawyers, Hart, and MizLmoTa, and Fornes, and 
HatLs, and PraTT, and BLacksTONE, and JowEs, . 
were believers; that the Philoſophers, PASCAL, and GRoTi- 
| "vs. 


Wien rox is a living character, and generally allowed to 
be one of the firſt of warriors, the firſt of politicians, and worthieſt of 
men. This ſame gentleman is the delight of an admiting and aſto- 
nifhed world,” and yet—hear it, O ye minute philoſophers ot degenerate 
Eu rxopsg——he is a ferien Chriſtian . Nek 

7 It is a pleaſure to hear ſuch men as the honourable T Hou as Es- 
KINE, a member of Parliament, and one of the firſt orators of che age, 
come boldly forward in favour of the Grfþe/ of IEs us. No man 
ever exiſted,” ſays he, who is more alive to every thing cornectd 
« with the Chriſtian faith than I am, or more unaltetably inpreficd 
with its truths.” a * 


View of the Caaſes, ge. p. 50. 
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vs, and Ray, and Corzs,.and Fzxdvson, and Apans,' 
and Locks, and Eur, and Newton, were believers | 
Where is the great misfortune, then, to the intereſts of 
religion, if lukewarm Chriſtians, of every perſuaſion betray 
the cauſe. they pretend to eſpouſe ; and if Unbelievers of 
every. deſcription imagine a vain thing againſt the Rt- 
 DEEMER of mankind, and the Book which he hath cauſed 

do be written for our inſtruction. Nothing lefs than de- 
monſtration on the fide of Infidelity ſhould induce any man 
to reliſt the momentum, that theſe venerable names give in 
favour of the Goſpel. Many of them were the ornaments 
of human nature, whether we conſider the wide range of 
their abilities, the great extent of their learning and know. 
ledge, or the piety, integrity, and beneficence of their lives. 
' Theſe eminent characters, Bacon, NRW TON, Lock, BoyLE, 
i ApDpison, | HarTLEY, and LITTLETON, in particular, 
" firmly adhered to the belief of Chriſtianity, after the moſt 
diligent and exact reſearches into the life of its Fou DER, 
the authenticity of its records, the completion of the 
prophecies, the ſublimity of its doctrines, the purity of its 
precepts, and the arguments of its adverſaries. Here, you 
will remark, was no priaſt- craft. Theſe were all men of | 
independent principles, and the moſt liberal and enlarged 
minds. They inveſtigated the pretenſions of the Goſpel to 
the bottom; they were not only ſatisfied with the juſtice 
of its claims; but they gloried in it as a moſt benevolent 
and god-like ſcheme, and they all endeavoured, if not 
by their oral diſcourſes, yet by their immortal writings, to 


recommend it to the gencral reception of mankind. It ; 
was their ſtudy in life, their ſolace in death. a 
Why then are ſo many of our fellow- creatures found to 1 k 
oppoſe, with ſuch malignant virulence, what theſe great 0 
men have ſo ſucceſsfully laboured to eſtabliſh ? The rea- ; 
. ſon 
| a "ry n 
t We are well aware that the truth of Chriſtianity cannot be eſta- a, 
bliſhed by authority. But if its truth cannot be ſo eſtabliſhed, neither ſt 
| can its falſchood. Indeed no man can be a competent judge, either of 21 
f the truth or falſchood of the Goſpe/, who has not turned his attention tr 
p to it for a confiderable time with all ſeriouſneſs of mind, and with a 4 


conſiderable ſhare of literary information. 


Fd 


& 0 - 5 by c 34. 1 
bon, in moſt caſes, is//obvious. They vi not have this 
man reign over them, becauſe” he is not to cheir taſte. 
And they oppoſe the Bible becauſe it condemns their 
practice. För if .J880s is. indeed the only Saviour of 
mankind; and if che deekizations of Seripturr are at all to 
- be regarded, their firoation is deſperate, and they canntor = 
eſcape the condemnation which is: therein denounced 


againſt al ſuch characters. "Other reaſons," however, 


may be 4 for fuch 2 prepoſterous conduct. Abun- 
8 of men are ſo wolofcd: at-firſt in their religious 
education, and when grown up co maturity. are fo im- 
merſed in the pleaſures and purfuits of life, chat they | 
never give themſelves leiſure Le examine into the n. 
dation of religion. They are as inattentibe to it, as 
it was none of their concern. This ſeems to have — | 
the caſe with the learned Dr. Hautey. For when he 
was throwing out; Upon a time, ſome indecent reſſections 
againſt Christiani, his friend Sir IAA Nzwrox vo | 
him ſhort, anda efied him as —.— or the like wo 
which imply that this omer had imployed his 
13 in ſtudying only the book of nature: Dr. Har- 
« LBV, 1 am always — to hear yo when you ſpeak 


about aſtronomy, or other parts of the mathematics, 


& becauſe that is 2 ſubject you have ſtudied, and well 
cc undefftand: but you (ſhould not talk of Chrictianity; 
« for you have not ſtudied it: I have; and am certain 
« 'you know nothing of the matter. | 
other perſons, ere of ſome Arm il | 
obferve the nyporrtf of ſeveral of the greateſt pretenders 
- to religion : they . them no better, — ſcarce even ſo 
good as ſome, who make leſs pretenſions; and this be- 
comes an inſuperable offence to them. If theſe diſcern- 
ing men, however, would attend more to their o.] con- 
duct, and leſs to the miſconduct of others, it would be 
much happier for them, and more to their honour, Can 
any thing be more unreaſonable, than that the Gospel 
ſhould be made anſwerable for all the weakneſſes, 
and follies of its advocates?.” Will Philospby endure 15 
tried by this test? The faet is, truth is a ſtubborn thing, 
and does not ay the varying whims" and opi- 
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from the Bible. Why ſhould any man, therefore, make 


(Heir hypocriſy an objection to: that Bie? Let the blame 


fall where it belongs. The fate of ſuch perſons is gy. 


by the Judge of the world himſelf. Their falſe pret 


ſions are utterly diſclaimed by him. Nor every. one has 


 Saith unto me, Lon b, Lok b, ball enter into the kingd, 43 


heaven, but bt that deeth the will of my FaTHER e 


in heaven. Many Shall say unte me in- that day, Loxp, $ 


Lok, have we 1 propheſied in thy name, and in thy name 


cast out devils,'and in thy name done niany wonderful works ; 
ut then will I profess unto them, 1 never #new You, e 
From me, all ye that work iniquity. 


The weakneſs, folly, and: cheeks; the "16h 3 
nonſenſe of the Zealols among all the denominations of 


Christians, is another cauſe of the Iyfidekty of the age. 


Unbelievers ſee the abſurdity of their pretenſions and 


proceedings, and they are d undiſtinguiſning and ilſiberal 


enough, to -comprehend them, and the pure Go/pel' of 
Cnr1sT, in one general ſentence of reprobation. Such 
a conduct is ſurety uncandid, and highly unbecoming the 
character of men, who would be thought lovers of wil 


dom. Where we ſee integrity and good intention at the. 
bottom, we ſhould make all requiſite allowance for the 


infirmities of men- The beſt and wiſeſt are encompal- 
ſed with darkneſs, and know but in part. One grain of 
piety and moral excellence is more worth than the higheſt 
attainments in the arts and ſciences, without thoſe moral 
and religious qualifications. | 

Others again take offence at the abſurd FFP of the 


oy eral hed 175 Stablishments* in ritten. They 
diſcover 


It is the corruption of 5 — thouſand times worſe 
«© than the rudeſt dominion of tyranny, which has changed, and 1s 
% changing, the face of the modern world.” 


Mr. Exsx1nt's Pamphlet on the Cauſes and Conſequences of the Mt, | 
ent War, from which theſe words are extracted, contains à number of. 


important political truths, but ſeems to me by no means fatisfaory, in, 


ſpeaking on the Cau/>s of the war. Let any man read with ſober con- 3 


—— the Collection of Addreſſes — 9 certain Bagh ip Clubs. 


© 


rites 8 no encouragement | 


* 


diſcover in them off 


conquetable averſion, to all e | 
e 


* 


* | | 
tain, peculiarities which. they conceive 


human, inſtitutions, (which were formeqh in the” very dawn. 


of the Reformation, while men's eyes were yet ſcarcely 


pen enough to diſcaycr truth,) with genuine Chriftianuy.. 
. - om, 


Not being ar th pains to examine matters to the bott 


and diſtinguiſir accurately, they ſuppoſe them to be alike; 
and hence contract a rooted inqiff fence, If hot an un- 


Some there are again, whd, ſeeing b 
ome there are again, whd, ſeeing the pom | 
of many of our. 'Brabqps, and denied Cs how. they, 
in direct oppoſition to the whole ſpirit of the Gospel, the 


example of primitive clerks, as well their own” holy 20s : 
. 


feſſion, ſcramble for emolument, and heap together 


two to half a ſcore lucrative pieces of preferment, whüe 
ſeveral thouſands of their brethren are deſtitute of the 
ordinary . comforts of life, withcur further examination, 
naturally ſuppoſe that Religion is all prieſt-craft and ſelf- 
intereſt, honour and conſcienee” having nothing to do in 


che büſineſs.—It may be of uſe to ſtate this mote ar large. 


It is well kaown then, that therę are about 18,000 - 
clergymen in England and M ales, of the eſtabliſhed” re- 
ligion, and near 10, 00 pariſhes. The Rectories are 
5,098 ; the Vicarages 3687; the Livings of other de- 
ſcriptions 2, 970; in all 11,6. ie 

Twenty or thirty of thoſe Livings may be a thouſand 
a year and upwards: Four or five hundred of them 50 

os Gre; TT 5 


and Societies to the National Convention of France—M11us's Condudt of 
France towards Great Britain—G1r#or D's Letter to the Earl. of Lau- 
DERDALE—D'*Ivsx nots58's Account of the late Revolution im Geneva 
—with BowLts's Real Grounds of the preſent war with France. This 
little pamphlet is ſufficiently ſatisfactory. Lord Mor nincToOn's Speech 
before the Houſe of Commons is to the fame' purpoſe with the above. 
Theſe ſeveral publications contain the whole merits of the cauſe. And 
let the war terminate as it may, they will convince us that it could not 


have been avoided on any principle of honour or ſaſety. In expecta- 


tion of fubverting the government. of the country, the French, en- 
couraged by diſaffected perſons in this kingdom, plunged into the war. 
Indeed, it is, properl Felke „ the war of Englif Jacobins. If the 
French had not been ſtimulated by perſons here, chere had been no war. 
—Let us not, however, murmur againſt men—tbe whole is of God. 
Great and good purpoſes are to be anſwered by it, in the due order of 
Divine Provipanct. < 8% 


au 


is about 1, 500,000 pounds a year. There are 26 Brſhops, 


| * 3 7 , 
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88 year and par T bl of FOR 
A year, 82 upwards: Five thouſand of them under 10 


pands's year. The average value of Livings ' is Ft 
140 Pounds a year, reckoning them at 10,000, | 


-As theſe things*ate not very nerall underſtood, P 
des Mae more particular. 1 . 
In the year 1714, when, Queth Aces b beben 
e there were, e 
1071 Livings' not more thap to | pourids a year: 
Wt —.——.—.Dq——'. | 20 * * N x a 
1 126 ————— — 30 * . U \ 7 15 ö 
1 149 CO OO et 40 enn 


c | $84 4 — —2———.— 3 * | . 6 | % | FLY 
Tu all $597 Livings not more than 50 p 
All the 10 and 20 pounds Livings 
his | hf: N . of 
1s about 13,000 {vote ha] 
dedu&ions, ang, is, therefore, equal to 65 augmentations 
- annually at 200 pounds a piecs.* 1 
The whole income of the Church aad-two Unity 


Whoſe annual income is 72,000 pounds: Each Biſhop, 
therefore, has on an average 2,770 pounds 4 year, 
ſuppoſing he had no other preferment.—There ate 28 
| Deaneries and Chapters, whoſe.ineome is about 5000 pounds 
a year each, making together about 140,000 pounds... N 
The income of the two Univerſities is together abo 
180,000 pounds a year.— The 18, ooo clergy have to- 
her about 1,108,000 pounds a year among them, which 
is little more than 60 pounds a piece. Theſe clergy⸗ 
men and their families make about 100,000 ſouls, that is. 
about an goth part of the nation, and have upon an average, 
about eleven pounds a head to ſubſiſt on annually. And 
reckoning the population of England and Wales at 8 mil- 
lions of People, every * would have a 1 


* The / are indebted to bikes EIT, for. this a Bere 
The money itſelf ariſes from the firſt-fruits and tenths of church- iyi { 
above a certain value, which, before the time of Henzy the wo ule! 
to go to the Pope of Rane. 5 


1 
mn... x... 
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15 39 15 e 
| den of 464 pre e ar to, in we fame way FS 
culation, 

There art, moreover, 28 Cathedrals, it "Dia 8 
Archdeacons, and "a ul So Prebends, Canons, &c.—Beſides 
theſe there are in 300 in orders belonging to 
the different C Ne . 800 T Taste eh 
| 8 men, organiſts, &c; wha are paid from the 
emoluments ; ſo that thege are ut 1700 per- 
N attached to the ſeveral Carhedrals, who divide among _ 
chem the 140,000 pqunds a year, making % 0 an overs | 
| "rhe whale income of the 10h 7 
The whole income of the Ark of Rind hs in 
1755, about 68,500 pounds a year. This was divided 
among 944 Min iſters, and on an erg wude 73 nes 
a piece per annum. 
Upon a ge en e matters, when it is oon 
_ deed, = all the Biſhoprics, Prebendaries, Deaneries, 
Headſhips of Colleges, and beſt-Church-Livings, are oc- 
cupied by! a, ſmaller number, ip. all probability, chan an 
eighteenth part of -theſe Clergy, what a 1 plorable ſituation, 
| muſt a large ſhare of the remaining ſeventeen. thouſand: 
Miniſters be in, eſpecially under the preſent advanced 
price of maſt of the common neceffaries of life ? And 
then, it is curious enough, that theſe 'Ghurch-Dignitaries,, 
who are in poſſeſſion of ſeveral thouſands à year per man, 
have made laws, aprared, inferior clergy, who are deſtitute. 
of moſt of the comforts of life, ſhall not be permitted to. 
follow any other Calling, whereby to better their condi- 
tion, and get bread for their families. why fo not the 
poor Vicars and Cyrates of the country, m a common, 
cauſe, and aſſociate N in one body againſt their 


oppreſſors ? Why do they not addreſs the 1280 who is 


temporal Head of the Church, or the , Lgislalurs of the 
land, to take their circumſtances into confi ideration ? One 
man—not a doit better than his brethren—ſhall enjoy 
10,000 pounds a, year—another. 1 $,000——another 0,900, . 

151 C 3. another 
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K 0 ho holds that which bt to be in the. 
ee ann, 


-* another, 15090. Ode ſhall- heap Li 
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Preferment vpon'Preferment—to a vaſt Irvin e 
becauſe he has got acceſs—too often by mean compliances 

As ſome great man — while his more. worthy brother is 
almoſt in want of bread for his children. The hate Dr. 
Law, Bishop of. Carlisle, ii my memory does not fall mg,” 
Vas poſſeſſed, at the time of his coats, of ten of. 1 175 

different Preferments, He was #Bichop—Head- of a 
led ge—Prebend—Refor—Librarian, Kc. &c. &c. ery. all. 
this beſtowed, upon him—not becauſe he was amore holy, 
uſeful, and laborious man, than orditiaty } though a man 4 
of merit and talents; but becauſe 155 i 2 
into favour with certain perſond ho had influence 
with men in power. Inſtances of this kind ate gr, un- 
common. The are, however, unjuſt, unpolitical, un- 
chriſtian. No wiſe Legiſlature ought, to permit ſuch 
abuſes, religion out of the queſtion, They are incon- 
ſiſtent with eyery thing that is decent and prpper, er 
ſo many valuable, learned, laborious, humble, 
men are pining in wang. I know well, chat refletiongcof, * | 
this nature are calculated to diſoblige thoſe whovare in | 
tereſted: but, regardleſs of conſequences without the | 
leaft diſlike to any man living, or the ſmalleſt view, tg any. is 
one individual, or a wiſh to have any thing better for my- . 
ſelf, and actuated only with a loye to truth, and ihe 
advancement of our common Christianity, I, for one, pro- 
teſt in the face of the ſun againſt all ſuch abuſes. Abd — \ 
moreover, ſolemnly avow, that the ſpirit of the preſent 
times is ſuch, that unleſs theſe, and *fimilar diſorders are + 
rectified, by the wiſdom of the Legiſlature, the Whale 
| ecclesiastical” fabric in this country will, ere long, be as 
completely overturned, as that in France "has been. No- 
thing can prevent it, but a ſpeedy and thorough reforma- 
tion. Let the Bishops-of the land then, as first in dignity; | 
be firſt in this good work. Let them make a merit of 
neceſſity, and reſign voluntarily, what they cannot long 
poſſeſs in ſafety. Let them make an offer to their King 


and Country o ' with- drawing from the Upper House, re.“ 


ſi igning all their secu/ar honours, and commence genuine 
miniſters 
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G 4 Anüdeep et the Gepe! Let theth renounce their 8 
I - phuralities, and N. ate into their reſpective dioceſes. 

0 Let them come and live among their clergyg-go about 
doing good in all humility” chröugh their Tcvekal diſtricks, 
preaching the Mord of life ' — the people, aſter the 

_ example of the 8 and BIsuop. e! | 
- and his APOSTLES... 333 their pom 
ſplendor, and ſer their | Woes ant mono abies oof 

675 e e all 1 e 

4 ly;-and irreligious clergymen; and t them be the avow- 

ea end and pattous of laborious paltogy in particular; 

and of gocch mien of -cyery. deſcriprion, in 83 Thus 

E 3 'of Fog land- would 8 more than 


ver, the g 71 Fl churches, and, che Ruahepe of that 


churchawould lory of ES 
1 ee 


this as viſionary and enthuſi- 
alice —Be I apes eo have only to reply Look at the Biſbops . 
and Gaede ts of Francs Happy are they whomfather 
oples: misfortunes make wiſe and cautious ! The fate of 
the Fewiſh, clergy” of old, and of · the French clergy in our 


5 


4 
* 


| -awn times, 1 like a peal of thunder, preaching reform 
and moderation to the clergy. of every country. 
0 You fee, My CounTRYMEN, that I, for , One, give u 
"WM all ' theſe; abuſes as indefenſible. But be it remembered, 
| t whatever means Divine Provisnce may uſe to 
correct them—for corrected they. muſt be the Goſpel of 
Cntr is not to be blamed * chem; it. gives them do 
countenance; it predicts their riſe, continuance, downfal ; 25 
and it denounces nothing leſs than condemnation agninſt | 
— thoſe who pervert the Divine Ordinances*to ſecular 
= It is neither Popes, nor Kings, nor Biſhops, - 
nr C 2 men of any infgior deſcription, that ſhall eſca 
ntence of the univerſal Jupcs. He will 
nen He knows no difference between man wry 
5 but what moral and religious qualifications, ake,, 
Whatſoever a perſon ſoweth that ſhall he alſo redp. Migh- 
ty ſinners ſhall be mightily puniſhed. Eminently good; | 
and uſeful men ſhall be eminently rewarded, W 
yd R 


2 oy 42 1 5 N SY E 
N 55 IE 4 . Wer be gde chat diſt 
* men, N conduct, character, and 


_ Satibux' of dhe world, and comparing them — * a 
con manners of our. Ghurch-D1 ;ttarjes, cannot help. 


2 a very ſtriking contraſt. His was not to 
a e r ir Beben is, in . 
— Nee Nr Was to-do the 
e him chat ſent. Um "He 1 _ went about doing; - 
He preached t yery wheregſand: all deſeriptions f 


men. He was neyer weary of contributing to che happi- 
neſs of his country, He. was frequendy in thavemple, But 
never jn the palare, unleſs hen dragged khĩther h 
Our learned «Prelates,* a1 are ſo. gechpied in 
great Council of ane — ; E endance at Court; 
in guarding their fecplar emoluſe rom waſte; ig vile. ; 


ing the nobility and gentry of the - and in other 
worldly ' engagements of various defcripgions z that the 


have dur little time leſt, either for retding the Sur ghee” 
for private retirement, or for-preaching-the Goſpel, to the 


* deck, in their ripen ries. To hear a 
da. 
| I 
Es the B, of the Chant of Sagldnd may; be bnd x" 1 
| gderable number of characters the moſt reſpeQable for every moral, ö 
ay, and religious attainment ; and the country is under the utmoſt | 
obligation to them fur their exertions at different periods of out bon apt 
Bot were any individuals among them ever ſo defirous, they have it not 
n their power to rectify abuſes, and reform what thły may conceive to 
be amiſs. e ſyſtem is too compact and well dige ed. Their hands 
are tied behind them. The prejudices of ſome, the intereſts of others, © 
the ſupineneſs,of not a few, and the fears of diſturbing the long eſtabliſh-/ 
ed order oß thin 8, in moſt, form an inſeparable harrier againſt every - 
reform; 2 that nothing, it is to be feared, can 11 liſh aux 
confiderable ge for thy, better, but a convulſion. eed, the 
Archbiſhop of l , 254 the whigle bench of Segen diſcern- \ 
ment, and humility, and ſelf-denial enough, to come forward of their 
own accord, and with one conſent defire an ameliorated ſtate of things, f 
there might be ſome hope. But could an Archangel accompliſh 4 
& peaceable zeform, where ſo many claſhing intereſts are concerned? 
' + Biſhops ought aſſuredly to refide in their dioceſes among their 
clergy, preaching in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; countenancing and en- 
couraging the good;  reproving, exhorting, warning, bung, the 
worthy and immoral part of their clergy. The contrary to this 
4 is very frequently the caſe. If a man happens to to have OY 
à little more zeal than ordinary, and labours more diligently to do 
good than the Es be of his brethren, immediately they are all 


1 ew 
* 4 : 
4 * 8 - 
—xñů IO #4 


e 
aß ere e, 


enon 


ſuch DOT f. T reyerence them . OE office ſake) 
do vouchſafe, once in a way; to indulge the f 
their dioceſe, hey uſually affect ſo much pothp and dignity” 
in their manner, and thejr diſcourſes are ſo dry and unevan- 
gelical, ſo ethical and heathen-like, thar the poor Hungry, 

ping * ſheep lock up and are not fed.” They are fo 


more it the mold of Su xo or Eeierkros than in that of 
St. Paul. Hence they do no good. They never did, 


—779—ꝙ— 1 
good men, and * of 


horribly afraid of approaching tob near the Merhodifs in 
their doctrinas, that ſermons are moſt commonly caſt 


they never will do with ach & lean and flaſhy ſongs.” 
Now ang ben, b a the N of e four, * p 
or 
. „ 
« as pf to K. upon — wore comm bim as a Metboe | 


1 to oppoſe his intereſts in every way they can contrive. Where- 


clergyman may be = man of pleaſure and diflipation, gay, fooliſh, 
filly, triffing; he may ſpend. his time in the diverſions of the field; 
drink, ſwear, and live. as fooliſhly as the moſt ſooliſh of his flock, and 
yet no harm ſhall happen. He is no Merbodiſt, and, therefore, every 
favour ſhall de ſhewn bim he can deſire. Methodi/m is like the fin 
againſt the es Gor : it js neither to be forgiven in this world. 


nor in the ai 
Be it, however, obſerved, that the increaſe of ' Diſenters, and the * 
ing ſpread of un, are both entirely owing to the luke warmpeſs, 


or negligence, or er conduct, or bigotry,” or perſecuting ſpirit 


of the Clergy in the Efabliſbment. And there is no way under heaven 
of . the mo 2 conſequences, but by adopting new 
. meaſures, reforming what is amiſs, and out-preaching, obt-labouring,. 


and out-living all our oppoſers. The pride of office has iojured us Ex» 
tremely. "The diſdain fre: 2 expreſſed by us againſt the ſeveral 
Sectariſße been highly 1 al, and ſometimes niit. Has 
not every man living the ſame rißht to worſhip God according to the 
dictates of his own conſcience that we have? To his own each 
one muſt give an account. He that worſhips Gon moſt ipiriraplly, and 


obeys him moſt uni verſally, believing in the name of his oal 74 - begotten , 


Sox, is the beſt man, and moſt acceptable to the Diyin 
whether he be ſound in a- Church, in a Zuaker's meeting houſe, in 3 
Dijenting place of worſhip, of any other deſcriptiqn, or upon the top 
ot a e How long ſhall we be carried away by weak and ſuper- 
ſtitious diſtinctions ? In every nation, and among all denominations of 
Uw. he that feareth God, and worketh EPI 15 accepied with 


BEING, 


_ pes a BeveRIDGE,: a Bunxzrze 


tons ; but, Ov 


e of a | Kn 2 L ATIMER, 4 Ridtxf 
ar a LzxienTon;Ft 


be feen among them? Our Qrditatinn and Confirmations,Þ* 
1 good in themſelves, are painful 
are uſually adminiſtered, to ſetious and e 


De as N 
alightened 


One can u blame a man for being an Infidel, wh 


Is conſic 


the negligent 
If the Goſpel 


N x. 


=; By 


s ſome diſtrict of his biſhopric, daily preaching and 
8 church to church, ſo as in the compaſs of three years, beſides 
« nial viſtation, to go through all the principal livings of his dioceſe. T 
| raph, Brit. art. Bua N, 


thy of- imitation and peruſal. 
his efforts as vg 4 


lived in 


how theſe ſacred ordinances are frequ 
It is impoſſible the Goſpel. 
art of our Biſhops. be in favour with heaven.” 
true (Which, If called upon 1 
of e L would dupbly bops, to N 11 VG "IVY 


OY: a4 


3 9 
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| „This © His man Ae 


in 


v3 


; ot 


ſummer, he made a tour, for {ix weeks or two hs, abe 


See Biog by Ki 
+ Lzrcuron was a moſt exemplary 
and public capacity. The life and writings of ev men are more 2 | 
He laboured hard to bring, about { _ 
reformation in the Rate of things in his o day, and when he” found all 
vietly with-drew, reſigned his pteferm 
Uznsr fays of bim. can never be 


ivate, 


ch 


Is, vol. 35525 


2 1 


both in hi 2 pram. 


„ and too —— known.—* He had che greateſt. REY 


repea 

«© ſoul, the largeſt compaſs of noe pengy be Þ> volt mi 

« Wer diſpoſition, that I ever yet ortal, had — 
reſt parts, as well as virtue, with the perfedteſt humility that I ever. 


„E 


in wan; and had a ſublime ſtrain in preaching, 
* geſtote, and ſuch a majeſty both of thought, of language, 
. 1 that I never once ſaw a 
«© and I have ſeen whole aſſemblies often melt in tears before him, and / 
« of whom 1 can ſay with great truth, that in 4 free and 
©<© converſation with him for above two and twenty 
4 him ſay an zale word, that had not a direct tenden 


years, I 


with ſo gravis a. 


wandering eye where D 


ent, 7 


2 
J 


never 
cation; 


| 


* and I never once ſaw him in any other temper, bur that which I, 
«wiſhed to be in, in 31 moments of my life.“ Yoda 4 or 

t Bib Burner e pains' in preparin Pope 4 
- Confirmation, and uſed EP in bis _— 3 - 


cite candidates for Ordination to come with due qualifications. Hee xx 
plains, however, in the moſt affecting terms, of the law ſtate i in which 
they uſually appeared before him. See the Preface” 
the third edition. The ſtate of things i 1s not much improved-fince 
great Prelate's days. We have at this time, indeed 
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with too general'an 


hell, as wide as from Calais n 52 . 


. 1 N of bell. that the- devil would al 


EE 


: FOR 8 wot; woe; to 
of England May we pot. ſay of them, 
ar." ped but wich/ſame few honour- | 
able exceptions," ind old La rin ſaid of theſe 
right reverend Gentlemen in ares day, „ There is a gap in 


"APY Cie R e Prey) ee 
q 2 / 2. | * Gre The 
| : " A RN Mok SER 0 


LE 25 Sees in bez call . N ER 
juni Clergy of this conntry, bree of Scotland and Ireland, 
pe, 54 70 Make, 5s booty nated. a body of 18,000 men, the num- 
ber of truly moral, religious, and diligent. characters, is, comparatively, 
Te one main reaſon of the prodigiops increaſe of Merbodi/m ; 


fmall. 
and for the ſame reaſon, /nfidelity js at this moment running like wild-fire 
among the great body of the common people. There never was a time 


| _ — on 7 5 0 of zeal, and humility, and condeſceuſion, 


y and attention to the grand peculigrities of the 


— bee lergy; chan in the preſent day. If we, as a 
. bed en 5 - 


Fm our ak condition, and wo boldly and manfully forward not 
in a ſiery perſecuting irit, but 1 in * Divine Masta 
we ſhall neither ha preach in, nor nor people to preach to. 


; * the Biſhops and Cl £7 et. look at their brethren in e 


ariſe—ſet out on & new plan gor be for ever fallen! 
n might have the con- 
2 man to look into hell, 
the ons of t Af one were admitted to view hell thus, and 
10 bebolding it , the devil yoke : _ 
« puniſhed" uxpreathjng. „I think a man ee as. far 
1 1 2 5 and perceive vothing but t preaching , prelatgs ; he ode 
2 hed as far as Ce 1 warrant You.” 
Sermon gl. vol. 1. p. 155. Lond. 191. 
1 another anecdote to the ſame purpoſe: . A learned 
« Friar in 8 for his learning and preaching, was commanded 
* to preach before the Por k at a year of Jubilee: and to be the better 
** furniſhed, he repaired thither a good while before to Rome, to ſee the 
*« faſhion of the 3 to accommodate bis ſermon the better. 


$5 LaFee words are = Q that a 


«9 nt the Ln 20K. he was to preach, having ended his prayer, he, 


'«c 


about, ar laſt cried with. a loud voice three times 
* ST. — 5 4 POOL r. PETER WAS A P Sr. 1 
* TER,WAS A FOOL (© which: words ended, he came out of che 


e Being after convented before the Pors ; and aſſed why he ſo 22 | 
% himſelf? He anſweretl, 1717 Holy Father, if a prieſt ma. © 


© heayen abounding jn wealth, honour and preferment, and live at caſe, 
«© never or ſeld6m tq preach, then ſurely ST. PETER was a Foot, who 
«« took ſuch a hard way in travelling, in faſting, in preachiog, to 80 


10 * er: 
_ WazsTox's A of his own Liſe, p- 362. 


by * tate for the purpoſe, — pot ſpeedily 


1 


13 cy of every obuntry in Chriftendin hav 3 
at the ſame time, the ham and the hulwart of reli 
bane, by their pride, miſconduct, negligence, e 
domination; and the vulteart, hy their — ne 
and admirable defences of the outworks of Chriftianity. . . 
The animoſity! and nacbaritablenes, which have. ever. 
more prevailed among the different denominations, gf 
_ Chriſtians, is another cauſe of the growing Jufigelity of the 
I FRO AGE: It is not fail now, as. in the days of old, 
See how theſe Chriſtians love one another: —but—*« See 
&© how theſe Chriſtians ha one another.”* Catholics damn 
Proteſtants, and Proteſtants revile Caihglics. ; One ſet of - 
Prolaſtants anathematizes another ſect ; every one holding 
forth the * dodtrines of their own party as the 
truths of in oppoſition to the peculiar do&rines, of 
' thoſe who. differ from them. It is needleſs to pecity par- 
ticulars. We have all been to blame. 3 — 7 
. our zeal againſt the immoralities-of the e have fre- 
quently turned it againſt men, who, in 4 moral and te- 
bgious point of view, were, perhaps, r — ourſelves. 1 
A ſpirit of infallibility, in a greater or leſs degree; pervades 
all parties. In this unchriſtian firife, the tit ot the 
| Goſpel has been baniſhed from the great pure ov  proffors þ 
and has taken up its abode among a few ſolitary individuals. 
| rſed through the ſeveral churches of Chrifigndew- Men 
of diſcernment, ſeeing this to be tlie ſtate of things thro" 
4 denominations, are led to ſuppoſe, that there j is no truth 
among any of them. The fact, however, is directly the 
contrary. They have all gotten the ſaving if they 
hold it but in piety, charity, and righteousneſs. They all, 
believe in the Saviour of the world. Let them only 
obſerve the moral and religious precepts of his Goſpel, and 
F do not fee what more is neceſſary to entitle them to our 
Criſtian regards. They may not come up to the full 
orthodox belief of the Gofpel ; but they are ſuch characters 
as our Saviour himſfelt would not have treated with ſe ye 
rity. And till religion is reduced to the ſimple ſorm in 
which he left it, there never will be an end to the bicker- 


ings and uncharitableneſs of party, and any will of 8 
courſe Prevail. | 
| The 


rie geen de L 
| an; fo ee e ee For let 
men profeſs what they will, — 


7 thinking perſon they believe their oπn 

A | they are ſeen to tranſgreſs every rule of moral and religious 
„ obligation, and, in various of their tranſactions between 
a man and man, conducting themſelves in a manner, of which 
8 neee n 
ö be aſnamed. 98 "$854 

: .. ͤ with teat EAI Ids FS 
b are the cauſes why fo many perſons are hey: ee 

4 * the divine miſmon of Iss; Cun r.“ e 
„ 
ö 


ee my CoonTRYMEN, can we juſtly: argue Genn ade 
to the diſuſe ? Is Irsus, the moſt moral and divine of 
ers, arimpoſtor, becauſe. many of his miniſters and 
— ave unfaithful and treacherous ? Were 
the other eleven Apoſttes all knaves and raſcals, becauſe 
| Jubas was a traitor ? Are the eternal truths of the Goſpel 
to bs. exploded, becauſe men have been preſumptuous 
chough to adulterate them with the profane mixtures of 
human ordinances ? Or doth our —— alter the na- 
= ture of evidence, and. hender the fituation of Unbelievers 
more ſecure? 'The-courſe of thin is fred and unchange- 
able. The ſun will ſhine, fire will burn, water will drown, 
the wind will blow, time will fly, the tides. will flow, 
maugre all the ſcepliciſn of Philoſophers. - + 
The moral relations of things are not leſs ;ovaciable 3 
and our being inconſiderate enough to deny thoſe relations, 
ind the obligations that ariſe from them, will neither 
- deſtroy them, nor render our ſituation more ſecure. My 
being fo fooliſh as to reject the exiſtence of Gov, and ſo 
| inkatuated 


> Sir 3340 Nawron is reported to have faid, that | Is ey will 
. over-run Europe, before the millennial reign of a, ti 2 
The corruptions of religion in all the Chrifian efablioments cannot 
* be purged away in any other manner. They muſt be ſubverted 
by violence and b There is too much reaſon to fear, i will be 
impofiible to remove them in any other way. 
Who that ever really profeſſed the Chriſtian N from the 
« times of the Apoſtles to the preſent moment, ever — it 23 
„ a human eſtabliſhment, the work of particular men or nations, ſubject 
© to decline with their changes, or to-periſh with their falls?“ 
Erſkine, p. 50. 


1 


| : "=: FY 1. n 
infatuated as to ſuppoſe there is no — no 3 
TürtEk, no Heaven, no Tell, no Deuil, no Soul, no Angel, 
no Fypirit, and that the Bible is all a' grievous impolinon, 
upon mankind, doth not prove, elther that there is no Gon, 
ERIN is no reality in the repreſentations made by 
the Gopel.* Every man muſt allow, I think, that. it "is 
pom 75 the ALMionrTy to reveal his will to the world 
i he thinks ee ſo to do. It will be further gratited, 
I ſuppoſe, th ſuch revelation ſeems deſitable to allay | 
the fears and confirm the hopes of men. If then it ever 
ſnould be made, what ſtronger. evidence could be produced 
of its coming from God, than that th which the preſent 
Sacred WritingwMare attended ? The very errors of pro- 
ſeſſors, and the corrupt ſtate of religion in every Chriſtian” 
country, are the hteral accompliſn ment of ſeveral (pr | 
cies, and, of courſe, ſo ſar are they from being any juſt ob- 
Jection to the Goſpel, that they are a, i proof of yur? 
divine miſſion of its great Author. 
But could it even be ſolidly evinged, chat _ was an 


ng If the various . ſets and parties which prev al. amogg, 

Chriſtians are conſidered” by Unbelievers as an objeRtion 'ro to the Gel 
itſelf, let them rall to mind, that there is ot a ſmaller number of con. 
tradictory opinions prevalent amo 1 who, reject WChriftianity. ' | 
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This may be ſeen with ſtrong coovi ia STANLEY'S 75 Phi- , 
Loſophy, and in the Pathumour Works of the late King of the 3 a 
author of the Connoiſſeur hath thrown together a few the oo 
tenets, under the contradictory title of—- | 2 1 

The Unbeliever's Creed. - 
« ] belleve that there i is no Gon, but that matter is 1 yy 5 
* js matter; and that it is no matter whether there is any Gop or 0. 
«< | believ alſo, that the world was not made; that the world made 
* .irſelf ; that it had no beginning; that it will laft . world 7 
1 without end. 
] believe that a man is a beaſt, that the ſoul i is "a body, and the 
. is the ſoul; and that after death there is neither body nor ſoul. 
I believe there is no religion; that natural religion is the only 
r religion; and that all religion is unnatural. 1 believe not in Mosss ; . 
* 1 believe in the firſt philoſopy; 1 believe not the Evangeliſts; 
« believe in CH UBB, Col LiNs, Tol AN b, TIN DAT, ane 
40 MaNxDEVILLE, WooLsTron, Hoss, SHAFTSBURY ; I e 8 
* in LoD BoLLitiBRoOKE ; | believe not St: Paul. 
F believe not revelation z | believe in tradition; I believe in the 
Cc Ti almud ; I believe in the 4lceran ; I believe not the Bible; I believe 
©« in SocnaTa; I believe in Conruclius; 1 believe in Sac 
** ATHAN ; I believe in Manomer,; I believe not in Curt. | 
| « Laſtly, I believe in all unbehef,”? * | 
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 arch-deceivers, the Prizes, 


p Pd * ls. rr . 
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1 chat W Many was 2 bid within; that 
the Scriptures are falſe, and that the 3 of — — 


therein contained is all 4 heres "op ed fable of _ 
it is ſl true in | 


that a lively Believer in Car Ir TJesvs, who hath done juſtly, 


loved mercy, and walked humbly' with bis Cob; is mach 4 


happier than the molt accompliſhed IAaſidel that ever exiſt- 
1 life, and at che approac proach of death. Turn back 
— attention to that complete man, of the world, Earl 
Fam In him you ſee a finithed character, all 
that rank, honour, riches, learning, philoſophy can make 
us. But was be happy; Read his. own-actount, añd be 
confounded. And are you mare at reis in your ſpirit? 
What is your life ? Nou cat, and drink, and ſleep; and 
dreſs, and dance, and ſit down to play. "You walk, ride, 
or are carried abroad. Tou labour, toil, tranſact buſineſs. 


You attend the maſquerade, the theatre, the opera, the 


park, the levee, the drawing: room, the card - table, the aſ- 
ſembly, the ball, the club, the tavern. In what manner do * 
you ſpend your time at any of theſe places ? Why, ſome- 
times you talk; make your obſervations; look one upon 
another; dance; play; trifle like the reſt of the triflers 
there. And what. are you to do again to-morrow ? The 
next day? The next week? The next year? 'You are to 
cat, and drink, and fleep, and labour, and dance, and 


tranſact buſineſs, and dreſs, and play, engage in ſmall-talk, 


walk, ride, and be carried abroad again. And is this all? 
Was it for this, immortal faculties were beſtowed upon us? 
Miſerable round of ſecular purſuits, and empty diſſipation! 


If faith in the Bible is a deception, it hath at leaſt the merit 


of being a comfortable and beneficial one. It reſcues us 
from this pitiful way of ſpending our time and money; it 


| enables us to abound in works of faith and labours of love ; 


it excites us to live, in ſome degree, worthy of our high- 
raiſed expectations, and prepares us to die with a hope full 
ob immortality, We quit the ſtage of life without a figh or 
a tear, and we go WEE wind and tide into 9208 hayen, of 
Dn reſt, | | 
cc With 


See Cu ESTERFIELD's Miſcellaneous Works by Marr. vol. 3. 
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"Ks man, however, N 8 4 


= etimablt Boat. Difficulties, 'many and conſiderable; we 
l CR nd eee ee conceal them. 


Fi would be Rat pang. a book fo circumſtanetd 


did not. But its is built upon the pillars of 
everlaſting t "Conkientibih Unbeljever's ſhould examine 
"thoſe difficult? ch calmneſs and patience. * The whole 


collective evidence of the Goopel very conſiderable, 
and requires time and application. At is expected they 
atterid to the conſiſtency, harmony, and connection of all 


its various parts; the long chain of prophecies undeni- 
ably completed in it; the àſtoniſhing aud well atceſted 


miracles that attend it; the perfect ſanctity of its author; 
_ the purity of its precepts; the ſublimity of its doctrines; 

the amazing rapidity of its progreſs; the illuſtrious” cotn- 
Fan?: of confeſſors, ſaints, and martyrs, who died to con- | 
m its truth; the teſtimony” of its enemies; together 
with an infinjte number of tollateral ou and ſubordi- 
nate circumſtances, all concurring to ſuch a body of 


1 888 as no other: truth 1 in | the world can- les, ſuch 
"I =") 
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+ Te would be a wits pine de e p are ace to be: 
*. heve, if there were no difficulties in the Sacred Writings ; if a bein 
e with but five ſcanty inlets of Enowledge , ſeparated but W f 
. from his mother earth, and to-da Enking « gain into her boſom, | 
« could fathom the depths of the wi WP of the Loans 
* God ALMIGHTY.” 

All arts and ſciences abound with difficultes, and a perfet knowledge 
of them is not to be attained without conſiderable labour and applica- 
tion; why then ſhould we expect that Theology, the rk of n 
and that to which all others ought to be — ; ; ſhould be without 
its abſtruſities, and capable of being underſtood without labour and ap- 
plication of mind ? Nay, even that practical religion, which is required 
of the humbleſt followers of the Ri DUN, requires a high of 
attention and application of mind. Agonize to enter in at the frais 

gate, is the command of the Son of Gop. And did ever any labour 
more in the cauſe of virtue than f 
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25 muſt neceffarily bear down, by it; o.ẘ n weight 
magnitude, all trivia objections to particular 


= 


apply to them as they would to a Lauer 


„ pe aa ro nag 
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| + Biſhop Wer so“ Apology for S e er to Mr. GIs 
BON, — Apology for the Nöte id anſwer to T 


| was Paints, are 
admirably well to remove a conſiderable Wmber of difficulties 
attending the records of our ſalgation. Bin Hor wz's Letters on In- 
fidelity are wiſely ſuited to the fame purpoſe. But he that is able and 
willing to examine thoroughly the nds of his religion, ſhould. have 
recourſe to Biſhop BuTLi R's gy | 


is an excellent ſmall work. Dop DDS three /ermons, on the £wi- 


derices of Chriſtianity ſeem better ſuitech to the underſtandings of com- + 
mon readers than almoſt any other. Larpnezr's Credi- 


bility ; Mxcnastts's Introduftionto the New Teftament; and Paley's 
View of the Bvuidenees of Chrifftanity j are all works of high reputation. 
BeaTT1e's Evidencer' of the Chriftian Religion is a valuable ſmall 


work. BAxöT EN on the truth of Chriftianity is not to be anfwered. Ep- 


watby on the Authority, Stile, and Perfe&ion of Scripture is very va- 


| Jluable. G1rpom's Dei: Manua/—Kippir's Demouſtration of the 
Mxss1 a$—STIELINGFLEET'S Origines Sacrae—HarTLEY: on the 


Truth of the Criſtian Religion BA TAN “s Treatiſe on the Authentici- 
ty of the Scripture.— JorTin's Diſcourſe concerning the truth of the 
Chriſtian Religions DLAN YS Revelation Examined with Candour— 
PasCAL's Thoughts on Religion—Y oun G's Night Thoughts, and Con- 


" taur mt Fabulous—DitTTOR o the Reſurrection —Cure of Dein 


FosTsr's Uſefulneſs, Truth, and Excellency of the Chriſtian Revelation — 
Knox's: Chriſtian Philojophy—CLarKkk's Truth and Certainty of the 


- Chriſtian Revelation —LaLlly's Principles of the Chriſtian Religion 


PalsyY's Hors Paulin — Bißbop Squire's Indifference for Religion 
inexcuſable—LoCck ns Reaſonableneſs of Chriftiauity—Murray's Ei- 
Wences of the Jewiſh and Chriftian Revelations —CHanDler's Plain 


| Reaſon's for being 4 Chriftian—Av D130 on the Truth of Chriſftianity— 
Sa +, Two Sermons and Charge—Syvxss's Eſſay upon the 
rut 


of the Chriftian Religion—WarmurTON's Divine Legatitn of 
Moſes —Dr. Gag AY SHartye's Two Arguments in Defence of 


Chriftianity—=LggsL 18's Short Method with Fews and Deifts—Biſhep 


BzakLeY's Mate Philoſophtr—Dr. RanDoilen's View of our SA- 


aloun's Miniftry—Birhop Charten's Vindication of the Hiſteries of 


1 
and 


They ſhould conſult the belt books upon the ſubject, and 
call in the aſſiſtance of learned and diſintereſted men, who 
have made ſbeolagica! ſubjects their ſtudy: They ſhoulgd 
abouß un eſtate, 
Or a Pbyſician about their health. | And they ſhould make 
the inyeſtigation a matter of the malt diligent enquiry. + T 
„%% 30032\$8 4,9 Riba 


of Religion, natural and revealed, 
to the conflitution and - courſe of nature: a work well adapted to give 

ſatis faction to-enquiring minds, upon the moſt! important of all. ſubjects, 
Religion. I need not Tay, that Gori on the truth of Chriſtianity - 


bs 
5 


f:! 
Religion is a ſerious thing. H is either all or nothing, 
Me pert ohjections, ſtarted in mixed company, 1575 | 

a-xircle-of: friepds.over-the glaſs, are indecent and deſpi- 
cable. Shameful herein is the conduct of many vain bab. 
blers. They ſhould be excluded ſociety. When the 


ancient phiſoſopher Axax AOA had expreſſed in one of 
his books a doubt concerning the exiſtence of Gon, the 

| book; was burnt by a public decree of his fellow- citizens, 
and he himſelf baniſhed his country. Theſe were heathen 
and republicans. - What. would they have faid to the Philo. 
ſophiſters of the preſgit day? No perſon, we may venture 
dq ſay, ever honeſtly ere the whole of the os) 


FF EINE Oo AS 4 KB 2 6 5 6277 8 
the Old ard New. Tetaments—Dr. Buu's Enguiry into the Divine 
Aifpons.of Jon nx the Barrisr and Jesus CnnisT—Lively Oraclet. 
By the Author of the Whole Duty; of Man —BoyLs on the Style. of Haly 
Seripture—Macknicnr on the Gebel. action as probable—W usT on 
the Reſurrection Lordi 1TTLETON en the Conwerfion of. St. PAV 
Ls. Prucns on the Truth of the. Goſpel—Socinvus's Argument for 
the Authority of Holy Scripturt—Bifpop CHanDier's Defence of Cbriſ. 
tianity PRIEST Le 's Lerteriito a Philoſophical Unbelicver—PRIEAHœ * 
LEY's Evidence of Revenled Religion. —Theſe are all works of ſome. 
reputation. Several of them are unanſwerable, and all contain more | 
or leſs matter upon the truth of the Scriptures that is uſeful and im- 
| t. Many others have written upon the ſame ſubject, but theſe 
I have had an opportunity of peruſing, and can recommend them every 
one as. containing much that is valuable. There is, however, one. 
very ſmall. work more, which I would take the liberty of recommend- 
ing to the cemmen reader, becauſe it is ſo plain, ſatisfaftory, and con- 
iſe ; and. that is Dr. David 1 Appeal to Reaſon. and Com- 
mon Senſe for the Truth of the Holy Scriptures, For the compals of it, 
this is a very ſatisfactory performance. The whole is contained in to 
ſermons of moderate length, and may be obtained for à very triflin 
ſum.— To theſe may be added LzLand's Deiſtical Writers ; a work / 
of high and deſerved reputation—Lzs1 12's Truth of Chriftianity De- 
monflrated—Biſbop TA Los Moral Demonſtration that the religion of 
JzsUs CanisT 75 from God. Writings on theſe ſubjects of ſuch uni- 
verſal importance are very numerous, and, indeed, it is ſcarce poſſible 
they can be too much ſo. It may be much queſtioned whether any 
objection whatever bas been made to the great truths of Religion and 
the Sacred Writings, which has not been fairly and honeſtly anſwered. in 
one or another of the above authors. But no Writer has taken ſo 
much pains to ſtate and anſwer Objeftions to the Scriptures as Mr. 
STACK nous in his New Hiſtory of the Holy Bible. If the ſerious 
Reader finds himſelf preſſed with difficulties, he will do well. to apply to 
that great work, where he will find them exhibited at length, with ſach 
anſwers as are generally ſatisfactory. | . 
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the 4 of 4 New Teftament, who did not t find i it ale 5 
factory. Iucleed, che Gofpe! 41/eif is ſo pure,® chat no de- 


cent man can reject it. Hence we find; it has ever been 


the cuſtum of Vnbelicuers to attack the mme |: 
gion, which more or Jeſs prevail in all countries; and,. 
chrough' the ſides of thoſe human appendages, to wound 
the cauſe-of truth itfelf. Theſe arts, however, are incon- 
ſiſtent with honour; and no perfor of the leaſt integrity of 
mind can be capable of them. Made men too, whothave 
not thoroughly, examined the arguments r and ayaing 
Scripture, will be ſilent. If they cannot believe in Jusus, 
they will be extemely cautious upom αẽ.ü ground they 
wa him. They will remember, that NawrTow examined 

the evideuce of his divine. miſſion, and wagfatisficd ; that 
Locke examined, and died: — n his ſalvation. They 
will recollett that Wear, Jzwyns, LrrrLx Tom, and Paix- 
GLE, were all at one time Uunbelicvers ,; all undertook; 
like wife men, to examine the grounds of their Jgidelity; 
were all convinced that they had been dangerouſiy miſtak- 


en; all became converts to the religion of the So of bn 


Gon; and all. died, declaripg their beliof in him, and ex- 

ns from him. TOI Paix, therefore, and 
his humble followers, may abuſe and miſrepreſent the facts 
and docttines contained in the Sacred Code, as Bor ix G- 


quently done, wich learning and ability greatly ſuperior; 
they may nibble at it like the viper at the file in the fable; 

but they only diſplay their own malignity, and want of 
folid information. It is not every dabbler in ſcience that 


ts a 9 to vindicate or oppoſe the Bible witk 


Da enn effect. 


ee of the. gat drawn ape ut le gt in 
Neweau e's Oer warnt an 0 RD's Conduct; N s Obſer- 
vations on the 12 — Cubs, & Hanwood's CHRIST. 

+ Paixs's ainſt the Bille can never ſtagger an faith” _ 
any man, who' is well upon the ſuhject of 7 r 
will have great effect upon all our, immoral and Jubewarm 8 eſſors 
the Goſpel. But where is the difference 8 a wicked Infidel 0 4 S 
wicked Chriſtian ? Immoral men are incapable of — — —2 any 
diſpenſation of religion hatever. They muſt be changed or And 
it is of little conſequence whether a man goes to hell as a Deif or a Chriſ- ö 
tian ; only it is preſumed the loſt n will bebe under greatcy 
aggravations. | 


BROKE, and other deiftical, but immoral men, have fre- 


ids r ea 


2 he 5 of 

any man, that it will be found hard 0 kick a 
and to — full Gaiefaftion 

All bicter ſarcaſms, therefore, with which Ii dale oO 


Hould' be ſuſpended, leſt 
3 
Hleretics and Vubelievers, of former 


which the pre ſent numerous ſet of Deifts- are 
making upon it. We challenge all the Undelievers,. 


principle, 
| -N rophecies concerning the kingdoms. of ru 


| with the hiſtory and diſperſion of that extraordinary peaple, 
we could not fail of having our minds. ſtrongly impreſſed 


| | „ bl '_ — Tn 

e 5 5 e 
armin 1 neceſſary ſor thi 

m ohrine 
ages might convince 


load that * of 2 are unbecoming, awd 
Tomas dal nt 

Fews and Heathens, 
ages, and it is not about 
to receive its death · wound Tao the ferble aſſauſt 


Chriftendom to account, upon any merely human 


or concerning the cities of Tyre, N. 
neveb, Behle and Jerigſalem. Nay, not to take fo 
2 compatls, but to bring the matter to one point, we 
any man, on ſimple human prin 5, to account for. the. pres 
fent ſtate-of the' Jews. Wor we. give ourſelves time {0+ 
berly to compare Yew twenty- eighth chapter of Dewteronamy 


with conviction. This one argument is invincible, and nat 
to be honeſtly got over by all the wit of man, as the late 


accompliſhed, but irreligious, CazsTERFIELD, was honeſt 


enough to declare.“ Or ſhould any man find leifurejto 
the fifry-third chapter of I8414an with the 


ſixth and ſeventh chapters. of Sr. MarrhEwös goſpel, he 
would neceſſarily conclude there is a coincidence more 


than human. RocnxsTer found the force of this com- 
pariſon to his conviction and falvation.—-Or would we 


tead with candour and impartiality the ſecond and ſeventh | 


chapters of Dax ixl, the ſecond r of St. Pavr,s 
ſecond Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, and the ſeventeenth 
chapter of Revelation, we could not fail of diſcovering, 
that the prophecies therein contained are fulfillin at "a 


day before our eyes. Did not the corruptions of Chrifti- 


ny” commence at a very carly period? D Did not- the 
church 


* See Jonn'sL Life of Biſhop Gs 
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durch of Rome aſſume temporal dominion in the-ſeventh- 
or cighith "century of the Gbriffian era? in hop exprefelys = 
retold: that the dominion of that church ſnhould / continur 
the preciſe period 
* point of expiring? Were not 
place among. the ths ele into Which, 
empire was to he divided, about the 

Kee of 1260 years? Have not great changes already, taken 
place in choſe Kingdoms ?- Were not the nations, which had 


given their power unto the Bret for many ages, to turn 
againſt that and uſe means for its deſtruction? Is not 


this part of the prophecy” alſo;/ in a good degree: fulfilled at 


the preſent” moment ?- Have not all the Canbolie powers: 


except the Emperor of Ger ſforſaken his Horx Ess 
of Rome in the time of his grrateſt need? And doth not 
the triple erun, even now, dance upon his head, ready to 
fall to the 


the preſent ſtate of Eu, and then deny — truth of Di. 
dine Revelation if you can. Open your yes, and-behold 
theſe things accompliſhing.in"the face of ha — world. 
It would be well, xy CounTRYMEN, if you would ſe- 
riouſly conſider ſtill further, that the oppoſers of the Goſpel 
are no other than eos and inſtruments in the hands of that 
RepeeMer, whom you ſo cordially deſpiſe, and raſhly reject. 


He ſitteth in heaven at the” right” band «of * power," and 


laugheth at all your puny and malicious efforts to impede. 
the intereſts" © his — = "He Proms: his woRD, 


Dy: — f however, 


—_— 


wy There. is an "lewis chain of prop hors in the Sen Means 


and the argument from thence is invincible. Six Isaac Newron, 
Bisnor Nxwron, and ſeveral other writers, have treated upon them 
with effect. The prophetie ſcheme may be ridiculed, but it can never 


be anſwered. Conſult Si uro s Key to the Prophecies, ſor à conciſe 


view of this indifſoluble chain.--Bi/bops Hu nx, HaLLirax, CLAYTON, 


and others, have alſo written with ability upon theſe abſtruſe parts of 


Sacred Writ, Dx. APTHORP, Mr. Mactavrin, and Bzaown, have 
thrown pretty much light upon them. But of all who have treated upon 


the book of B none ſeems to me to have excelled Lom. 


+ Would the reader be at the pains to compare the fecond and hun- 
dred and tenth pſalms with the hiftory of thoſe perſons who in the 


ſeveral ages have ſet themſelves to oppoſe either the Jevoiſb or Chri/- 
tian diſpenſations, he could” not fail of receiving firong e of 


J 


of 1260. years} Are nottlioſe i a6O years . 


N 
the 5 


of the ſaick 


ound. never to be tęplaced ?“ Read theſe 
things in the Propheric- ſcriptures, compare them-coolly with = 


| 
| 
| 
| 
ö 


7 
2 


"nn a 
SE nM 


1 
* 
1 
* 
Li 
1 
4 
0 
f 
135 
* 
g 
' as 
5 


* 
* * - 8 
Cl 4 2 * — 
. 
- : mand — _ 


— * 
— - * 5 ” 


a : — 
« + * 1 70 - - 1 . * 4 
1 i NR 5 N i, by ; a FA . 2 0 17 Ru- 44 e N Ka 9 |; ; Y iof 


| tHoviewer;"/p be id Hike us fw an d. an de be 10 
BE -Dppolecy (the: more 


ouſly, in che firſt ages, 
drew their pens, Brocrksax and JuLran their ſwords, 
_ vowing its annihilation, Truth fears nothing more than 


EE. 


Will it be refined. Fe The 
pores the more it will be approved. The 


of your criticiſms will ſerve the cauſe-it is intended 


x — erthrow. Tonr aſſiſtanoe is . advantigeous.c to us, 
chough infinitely dangerous co youtſelyes. Tou are g- 


operating, unintentionally indeed, with all the zealows ſer- 


vants of CHRNISr, in carrying forward the deſigns of heaven, 
ih like manner as Jus, with the Zeros and Romani con- 
tributed to .the: fulfilment of che ancient prop rophecies and 


the ſalvation of the world, in betraying the Lond: of glory. 


| The greater the learning, the more rancorous the hatred, 
the ſtronger the o 


ppoſitian, the more brilliant the talents 
of its antagoniſts, the faſter will the ki of, MssStan 
come forward, and the more complete and honourable will 
be the victory.“ The Cg A. never — 5 more glori- 

when Cxisus and PoRPHVYRY 


inattention. It is too to be treated with indiffer- 
ence. Oppoſition calls forth and ſharpens the powers of 


3 mind in its —— The cauſe wach ie 45 


* 


the. truth af theſe two prophetical compuſkinls, We | may, i leed, 
; deny any thing, and turn into ridicule every p hetical accompliſh- 
ment, as JosxyHvs informs us the Jews did in the laſt dreadful ruin of 
His unhappy countrymen. It was familiar with them © to make a jeſt 


* whe — things, and to deride, as ſo many ſenſeleſs tales, and jug- 
ſures, the /acred oracle; of their prophets ;” though they 
—— _ ulßlling before their eyes, and even upon gr 3 
If the * is diſpoſed to examine another prophecy, I will refer” 
him to the ninth chapter of Dax18. The late eminent Philoſopher 
and Mathematician Fsxxcusox has written a Diſertation upon it, 
which he concludes in theſe words :—* Thus we have an aftronomical 
«. demonſtration of the truth of this ancient prophecy, ſeeing that the 
«« prophetic year of the Mxs514a+#'s being cut off, was the very ſame 
«« with the aſtronomical.” Aſtronomy, p. 373—377. | 
% Chriftianity may thank its opponents for much new light, from 
«« time to time, thrown in on the ſublime excellence of 1ts nature, 


cc and the manifeſtation of i its truth : © ponents, in ſome ſort are more 


1 welcome than its friends; as they do it ſignal ſervice without runnipg 


* it in debt; and have no demand on our gratitude for the favours they 


«« confer. The ſtronger its adverſaries, the reater its triumph : the 
fe Pere it 1s diſputed, the more r will it ſhine,” 1 
0UNG, 


* 0 
— 
* ö 


death, that it maſt be purifted, 
as well as into 


<EXDARAETSTISRES 


ages, than Lewis. the "Fourteenth, Bot.1n&BROKE,. 
| ſword of the firſt, the philoſop 


be no ſmall degree of 


bath cer gained'by Fey! dulicy is dhe babe 
of it. Sound poljey in the mo would ler it alone, and 
leave it to RTE. Ke 8 8 from all the wor xl it 
was fig Final propagated, When thit oppoſition arai- 


ed, ank the Orr — -thd earch ſmiled. upon;and 
follereck it, à work." chan Egyptian darkneſs of ighorance 
and defuffon gradually overſpread. Chriſtendom... K i By:a 
revival of chat o and, probably too, l 
of the perſecution of is moſt zealous advocates, even unto 
refined, and reſtored to its 
and ſimplicity.” Philoſoptiical Upbelievers, 
rant eee ceck per / fas * 
ne fas to carry 4 Aer wg Mts man mature is the 
fame in all; however wavy whatever ohr pre- 
tenſions. The pure Co 4 Cun ir too, nevet had 
more determined and wel-furniſhed enemies in thee. latter 


primitive be 


more true and powerſul friends. The 
hy of the ſecond, and the ri- 

dicule of the third, have already had very conſiderable effects. 
The Freh themſelves” at this moment, though-rcady to 
overturn heaven and earth to baniſſi the Savioun out. of 
the world he created by his power, redeemed by his. blood, 
and, governs by his wiſdom, are but tools in his hand, to 


Vol TAF; never 


bring forward his deſigns; to purge the Gſpel of its con- 


tracted impurities; to manifeſt" to mankind the truti o 


che prophetig Seriplures; to puniſh the kingdoms for; their 


abomi nations; to rouſe them from their long ſlęep of guilty 
ſecurity to remove all the rubbjth of ſuperſtition and human 


orqdinances out of the way; and to bring in the reign af 


univerſal righteouſneſs, when contending nations ſhall learn 
war no more. Much is to be done, and they are ſuitable 
inſtruments, admirably ada pted to anſwer theſe purpoſes of 


Drvixx PROVENCE. They are made with this view.” A 
virtuous nation would not be fit for the buſineſs In the 


mean time, there is great reaſon to apprehend, there will 
huma: aan throughout the ſeveral 


D * cogntries 


3 , AY | ' ie W 
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| oe our hung, bedhre the(e chen hy 
come forward. N *. 21 Gr F «382 : 1 80 
No good man's ee eee on ac 
25 nt (of :the; apoſtaſy of the nations, and the numerous + 
enemies wth which the Bible frarh. co conte e 
5, and all ib gl of man a the: of graſs ; ile 
rn bee ae flower: thereof. falleth, away; ut 
Won p of the Lone endyreth fer, ever... Dann aflures - 
| v$;:that in Ihe days. of be hinge, who. ſhall reign. over the 
nations into hich the Roman empire ſhould: be divided, 
Hail the Gon ꝙ heaven Jet up 4 kingdom which ſhall neuer 
be "deft rayed : and the kingdom fhail not be left Io other peoples + 
but it ſhall lreat in pieces, and conſume all theſe kingdoms, \|. 
and it ſhall fand forever, The kingdom. and dominion, and 
theig * eſs of 2 Kingdom under 52 heaven, foall le 
to Ihe people: of, the ſaints of dhe MOST. H,, Wh 
2 ig an everlaſting Þ ngadom, 4 ud all dominioms 75 
ferve and obey lum. — He - ſhall. be the PIN of peace, and 
judge atnong the nations. ; They ſhall beat their fuurds inis 
plowſhares, and their ſpears into pruning. books: nation ſhall 
not bift. up fword: againſt nation, neither ſpall tbey learn W tym 
any mare. be volf. ſhall dwell with the lamb, and the leo- 
dura Gall lie dnom with the kid: and the calf, and ube Young - { 
lion, and the fatling together ; and à little child ſpall, 2 | 
them.” And the core and the bear ſhall feed ; their young ones 
ne lie down together; and the lion ſhall eat firaw like the 
And the fucking child ſhall play. on. the bole of the. 4 
and the weaned child ſhall put his band cn the coctairice- den. 
ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my boly mountain: for. 
the earth ſhall be full of the rowledge of the Lon p, as be 
waters cover the ſea. | 
We readily grant, therefore, you fee, MY Sr MEN, -\ 
the corruptions of Chriſtianity ſhall be - purged and done 
aw ay; and \ we are perſunten the wickedneſs. of W 
f ſo 


Te fabric of Chriflianity w2s-raiſed in direct MEER to 41 
« the powers and eſtabliſhments of the world, and we have the authority 
« of Gop himſelf, that all the nations of the earth ſhall be finally ga- 
thered together under its ſhadow.” . Erſkine, p. 56. 1 


00 ale reader ma Sat Dn. Wuirzr and Biſhop Nu van on 
the m ennial reign ol HRIST, LON 
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ſo ealdt the lykewarmneſs of profeſſats ; and | the rei 
rerated.airacks' f Nel, che Gospel, ſhalt all,” under E: 
the guidance 55 infinite wildom, 'contribure to tie „ = 
pliſhing'th end. ' The FEE Rs of ter ly Prela: © 
be., brought: 25 the 33 airs of e 50 ; 
and per iure Plur alits ſhall be humbled; © the hotrible 
ſacrilege "of Non-refidents, who ſhear the fleece, and, leave. 
the flock” thus diſpoiled to the charge of wnnterefted' hire 
lings that care not For: ther, ſhall be. avenged on their 
impious heads ; fntempefafe Priefts, 2 Clerks, . 
and buckifh Parſons, thoſe choſe curls of. "Dirk ſhall . be 
confounded ; all  fecular Hier archies | in the 7 ſhall be 
tumbled into ruin; Inkewwarm © Formal! ifts, of every deno- 
mination, ſhall cali che rockt and mountains. to hide 
them from the wrath” of "the "Laws 5 Tnfidels, ſeeing 7 
prophecies accompliſhed before their eyes; ſhall ſubmit 
themſclves to the long refiſted, bur gentle yoke of the 
Goſpel ; "wicked and openly ” profane men, Men of Rank, 
cſpeciatly, thoſe cor car and debauchers of the lower 
orders of ſociety, 2 7 | 
or ſwept from the earth with the Behm of  deflruion.; the 
invidious diſdain of Ber SHar ift ſhall be ſucceeded 
by equal and univerſal bene volence; and the Lox p Jisus K 
CnRIST alone mall be exalted i in that ray The Bible, ur 


Covnrzfuen, 


* It Ss uc iN grin whether the united wifdom of men, 
be equal to ſuch an ual” reformation in Church and Stare as may 
be thought perfectly 'confitent with the purity and' ſimplicity of the 
* In civil matters, it yay be, there is no. government deviſed by 
human wiſdom, better calculated to promote = liberty, proſperity, . 
and happineſs of a country than our FE ay by King, Lords, » wad Commons, 
ſuppoſing all abuſes diſplaced. ' Nor do 1 fee any valid objection 
to the three orders in —— Church, of Biſhops, Priefts, and Deacons.” It 
is certain they have prevailed from the days of the Apoſtles, in ſome | 
form or other. But here we have abundance of things to be removed, 
which are inconſiſtent with the ſcriptural model. And if dur Covern - 
ours, eccleſiaſtical and civil, are determined to hold fait what they have 
gotten, and - ſuffer no abyſes ta be rectiſied, the great HEAD of the 
Church, it may be fully expected, will ariſe, e're long, and plead his 
own cauſe in blood and flaughter. Iris morally impoflible the preſent 
_ degenerate ſtate of things ſhould continue another century. Withoug, 
a thorough reformation both in civil and religious concerns (and even 
ſuch a reformation is big with danger) a much ſhorter time muſt ſubvert 
the preſent order of things, not only through 1 in general, but i in 


be cohverted unto righteouſneſs, 


— 5 
. 1 1 3 
care eh, te Bible, ſhips of every 1 n 

ſhall riſe ſeperior to à 4 fition, and . ſhall 4 
4 i. with the revolying ages of time, enlighten n 
4 2 Cs af 122 naa of the "of ng 
| Ze recting the co * e W 
ſhall be no more, WO Ms | Wee Fe) | 
0 The e e ee 
© The folemn romples, the great Het te 
Vea, all which it inherits Hall diffolve, $3 | 
| « And, like (he baſclels fabric of a viſion, | een 
9 Leave not a wreck behind : 1 N ; _ 


But the promiſes and pee of the Ha Writings 
Mall be receiving their awful completion, upon Behievers 
and Unbekevers, throughout thoſe never ending ages, which 
mall commence, when the preſent ſcene of Cog ſhall be 
| ay terminated. Let uv COUNTRYMEN, theref ore, 


„d pad eee the dee Pages a Page. a 7 
« Where triumphs immortality ; a Page 1 
% Which not the whole creation could produce ; | 
6 „ Which not the conflagration ſhall deſtroy ; 
44 Jn nature's ruins not one letter loſt. Mu 


In the mean time, be perſuaded alſo to reſſect upon. ons 
reſpective ſituations. Suppoſe we who believe in the 
' Saviour of mankind are. miſtaken ? Upon your on 
principles we are ſafe, But ſuppoſe you are miſtaken? 
'Your loſs is immenſe. For whaz is a man profited, if be, 
Hall gain the whole world, and leſe bis own foul? or what - 
Hall a man give in exchange for bis ſoul? You know who 
it is that hath ſaid too Ie that believetb on the Son bath. 
everlaſting life : and he that believeth not the Sox ſpall nat 
fee life, but the wrath of Gob abideth on bim— he is con- 
demned already !— Whoſoever Pall. fall on this tone ſhall be 
broken : but on WO it 3 Fall, it will 1888 bim 10. 


powder. 


England particularly. God grant we may have wiſdom to do that of our. 
own accord, which muſt otherwiſe be done by conſtraint. When 2be. 
iniquity of the Amorites is full, their enemies will receive commiſſion from 


above to cnter their land, and to kill and deſtroy. 1 
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1 1 6. | 
made... 5 "Is there wa vangertobe . bende we | 
and ſimilar declarations, with which the 6 W ring 
ſo largely abound? We are perſuaded there is danger, 
and ſuch as is e ee en wo Wess $00 Mg 


a rational creature, „ 


10 ee e IN: * 
* Behold the midnight glory z. worlds on worlds : 
** Amazing pomp !, Redonble this mae; 
„Ten thouſand add; add.twice ten thouſand morg.z 
«© Then weigh the whole; one ſoul ett themall £4 
* And cll th dee ene. IEICE! 
14 voet menen ae _ ** 


- Treating, with juſt contempt, EBAY the. Folls. and 
ſneers (for ſolid arguments we know they have . none) 
of the whole unbelieving body of our countrymen, whe- 
py among the nobility and gentry of the land, ot among 

© igaoble vulgar, the beaſts * ny People, our determina- 
tio 18, whatever we gain or. Joſs beſide, by the grace of 
Gop, to ſecure the ſalvation of this —— part. No 
harm can happen us in ſo doing. We are ſecure in every 
event of things. If the four fore ſcourges of the Ar- 


MIGHTY, the ſword, famine, noiſome beaſts, and peſti- 


lence, ſhould receive their commiſſion to run the 
land, we are yet aſſured it ſball be well with them that 
f-ar Gob. Sound religion, rational picty, ſolid virtue, 
and a jively ſenſe of the divine fayour, will ipjure no. man. 
They will render us reſpected, at leaft by the wile and 
good, while we live, and be a comfortable evidenge of our 
felicity when we die, In the mean time, if it be enquired 
where preſent. bappineſs i is to be found? * we nat * 


n confidence ?-- 


«© No doubt "ola 6 in- "ve BEE breaft, 
f* When clam'rous conſcience lies at reſt, 
„ Appeas'd by love divine: | 
% Where peace has fix d her ſnow-white throna, 
« And faith and holy hope are known, ö 
* And grateful praiſe ereQs her ſhring. u 


1 1 e 

Alter all fa obe dere Newa be 10 future exiflence—. 
| what do we loſe But, if there ſhould be 4 
and that there is, all rature cries aloud th 

* ber works“ then Far ſhalt become of che Pb 

Infidel ; the immoral Christtan ; and the mere $i 

fefſor * If the righteous fra be N oy * the. 4 

ungodly and the ſinner, appear .. 


8 -*« What esa iy iet e Whit Aly WR 8. » 
| *«* Anangel's arm ane hace me from the rave ON Tg 
8 Legion of angeln can't 6 Fa *\ 5 1 
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Reflect then, uv 8 upon your 1 
Be the Scriptures; true or falſe; be Jzsvs Cant. a vile 
= or-the only Saviour of the world; yet we are 
niably reaſbnable creatures, and under the moral go- g 
vernment of God. This is na mere notion, that maß 

be true or falſe; but a plain matter of fact, which everx 
man may be ſenſible of by looking into his own pu | 
Natural religion, therefore, at leaſt, muſt be binding n 
us. And that alſo requires on pain of the higheſt penal- 
ties, that we ſhould deny ungodliness, all impicty and | 
faneneſs and worldly lusis, all irregular ſecular pleaſures 
and purſuits—and live 5oberly,” chaſtely, temperately.— 
 righteously, doing ſtrict zaldder l in all our dealings between 
man and man; and ſhewing merey to every child of diſ- 
treſs to the utmoſt of our power—and godlily, religiouſly, 
piouſly, worſhipping the Divins BzinG conſtantly and; | 
conſcientiouſly 1n-public and in private, and zealouſly en- 
deavouring to pleaſe him in every part of our conduct. 
Deism as well as Christianity requires all this. Nothing 
then do we gain, but a great deal do we loſe, by rejecting 
the merciful diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and having re- 
_ courſe to the religion of nature. For nalural religion 
equally with revealed condemns all vnmoral men, under the 
penalty of incurring the utmoſt diſpleaſure of our Mak ER. 
But then you have the ſatisfaction to think there is no, 
Devil: by rejecting the Bibie you have at leaſt got. clear. 
of this bug-bear, with which we frighten children and, old. 
women | A 
wt | 1 


1 4 


ts we. e hould aſk, how you know. there is no. doch *. 
ſpirit? Tou can give ho rulional anſwer,;. Are you. ac- 
od withall the Tecrets of the inviſible Word? Your 
„ehe &xit; will go no further than ours. We ſay there is 
ſuch a Being, and we appeal to all hiſtory ; eſpecially to 
the writings of the Old and New-Teſtaments, the evidence 
of which 1s ſuch as no man ever did, or ever can fairly 
anſwer, The Sow of Gop, the - Meſſenger from the in- 
vifſible ſtate, hath taught us this. doctrine; and we are 

firmly perſuadedy it is acting a more rational part to give 

credit to his information concerning the intellectual 29 | 
than to truſt to the vague, uncertain, and contradicto 
lights of a vain philoſophy. What have you to reply? 
— There is no ſuch Being in nature.—And ſo your af- 
firmation or negation is to be the ſtandard of truth —A 
little more modeſty might become you well : certainly it 
would make you the more amiable men, and not kb com- 
fortable in your o.] minds. 4 5 
But, ſuppoſe there is no Devil, what do you II 
Still man is a rational creature, and you are under the 
moral as well as the natural government of the Divine 
Bern, And if you have been dexterous enough to get 
clear of one enemy, you have two yet left, the World and 
your oten nalure— your luſts and paſſions within you, and 
the allurements of ſenſible objects without you. Can 
you deny the exiſtence of theſe? And are you perfectly 
ſure, that you ſhall be able to wage a ſucceſsful 1 
with two ſuch potent adverſaries? R 

You ſee then, my CounTRYMEN, that when you heds 

hooted the Bible out of the world, proved the virgin Mary 
to be a bad woman, Jrsvs CARISsTr to be än illegitimate 
child, and annihilated the Devil wonderful feats! worthy 
of all praiſe!—you muſt not ſtop here, There is no ſafety 
for you, till you have annihilated - the NAK ER and Go- 
VERNOUR of the world alſo. Atheiſm muſt be your der- 
nier reſort. For if there is a Gop, every immoral man, 
will be, ere long, a miſerable man. You muit, therefore, 
to be conſiſtent, and obtain compoſure in your irreligious 
courſes, plung headlong into the gulph of Atheiſm. 2 
then, 


9 Bcoks proper to be conſul againſt Uebeifm, may be theſe that 
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then, what will you do with reaſon and conference, thoſe 4 
trouble ſone inmates of the hümn boſom? Can [you . 
wing. yourſelves calmly to believe,” chat this beautiful. 
frame of nature, which diſplays ſo. much intelligence; 
wiſdom, power, goodneſs, juſtice, art, deſign, is the work“ 
of chance? That admirable piece of mechaniſm your 
own body, the meaneſt inſect that crawls upon the ground, 
nay, the very watch in yotir pocket, will confute the ſup- 
poſition. You muſt, therefore, you fee, come back to 
„and embrace the Goſpel of Irsus, with us Believers, Von 
cannot find reſt, upon the principles of ſound "reaſon, 'in | | 
_ * gny other ſyſtem. For though the Goſpel is attended with 
various and great difficulties, as every view of both the 
natural and moral world unqueſtionably is; yet it is at- 
tended with the ſeweſt difficulties, and none but ſuch as 
are bones/ly ſuperable ; and is, at the fame time, the moſt 
N ' comfortable 


\ 


| follow :-NIEVwENTY T's Religious Philoſophtr—Av Ass LeQures on 
' * Natural and Brperimental PHI - CLARKE 'S Diſcourſe concerning 
the Being and Attributes of Gop—BaxTEer's Matho—Ntcker's'Ims 
gertance of Religious Opinions —Biſhop -CUMBERLAND on the Laws. 4 | 
Nature—BenTLEY's Boyle's Le&uret—Rat's Wiſdom of Gb in the | 
Mori, of Creation—WoLuLasTOxN's Religion of Nature—VWESLEY'S | 
Survey 4 the Wiſdom of Gon in the Creation—D$z KR a M's Phy/ico and | 
Aftro-T healogy—CupworThn's True Intelle&ual Syſtem—B:ſbop Wike 
Kixs on Natural Religion—$STurM's Reflections on the Works 4. GCop— 
Spectacle de la Nature, by Ls PlVUcRHE—and FexgLon's Demon/ira- 
tion of the Exiftence, Wiſdom, and Omnipotence of God, drawn from the 
knowledge of Nature, particularly of Man, and fitted to the mcaneſt 
capacity.—This is a fine little Work, and worthy of its great author,” 
To theſe may be added alſo SwaumERDAM's Book of Nature.—Box-' 
NET'S Philoſophical Reſearches, and PIC RRE's Studies of Nature, abound 
with much ingenious matter in proof of the Divine ExisTENCE. 
I tranſcribe the names of ſuch a variety of authors, both here, and 
on former pages, not out of an uſe fooliſh oſtentation; but, to 
inform the leſs experienced "25 By to what books he may have recourſe, | 
if he finds it neceſſary for the peace and ſatisfaction of his own mind. 
But there is no proof of the exiſtence of God, and the truth of Chris- 
tianity, ſo conſolatory, as the experimental and beartfelt knowledge f 
Go, and of his Sen Jzsus CHRIST. Indeed, all other proofs, with- 
out this, are. to little purpoſe, and this is independent of every other 
9 for though 1t cannot with propriety be addueed for the con- 
iction of Unbelirvers, it is calculated to yield more ſatisfaction to our 
own boſoms than the moſt laboured arguments that reach the under- 
ſtanding only. Poor people, whoſe minds have taken a religious turn, 
uſually reſt their ſal vation upon this experimental conviction alone. 


NV hw 


— 


l 


comfortable and happy inſtitution that ever wha propoſed - 
to the conſideration and acceptance of reaſonable crea- 
tures.” Nothing was ever ſo pure, ſo benevolent, fo divine, 


ſo perfective of human nature, ſo adapted to the wants 
and circumſtances of mankind.” To live under the full 
power of it, is to have the proper enjoyment of life.® 
To believe and obey it, is to be entitled to à crown #ha# 
fadeth nfs e ð ͤ = e 

Upon the ſuppoſition, that the perſon, whom: we call the 
Saviour of the world, had no commiſſion from heaven to 
make the will of God known to mankind, would it not be 
one of the greateſt of miracles, that he and his twelve 
* followers, poor, unlettered, and obſcure men, ſhould have 
brought to light a ſyſtem of doctrines the moſt ſublime, 
and of morals the moſt perfect? that Jesvs and the Fiſber- 
men of Galilze ſhould have far ſurpaſſed Socrarss, PLaro, 
Cicero, and all the greateſt men of the moſt enlightened 


period of the world? that every thing they advanced ſhould 


perfectly agree both with the natural, civil, and religious 
hiſtory of mankind? that their diſcourſes ſhould ſtill be 


capable of improving and delighting the moſt learned and 


profound geniuſes of theſe latter ages ? f that all modern 
diſcoveries ſhould bear witneſs to the truth of the facts 


recorded in that moſt- venerable of all Volumes? and that 


every book in the world, ſacred. or profane, Chriſtian, Je- 
iſd, Pagan, or Mabometan, inſtead of leſſening, ſhould eſtab- 


liſh the credit and authority of the Bible as a revelation 


from heaven! This is more extraorÞnary ſtill, when it is 
conſidered, that the object of our Saviour's religion is 
new, the doctrines new, his perſonal character new, and 


the religion itſelf ſuperior to all that was known among 
men. Theſe are conſiderations that ought to have much 


weight 


There is not a ſingle precept is the Goſpel, without excepting that 


* which ordains the forgiveneſs of injuries, or that which commands 
every one e pofſe/5 his weſſel in ſanctification and bonour, which is not 
*« calculated to promote our happineſs.” * 
+ Nawron roars mo 'the Scriptures the moſt ſublime philoſophy, 
and never mentioned the word—Gop—but with a pauſe. See Biſhop 
WaTson's Tawo Sermons and Charge, p. g. whers this is aſſerted. The 


ſame thing is recorded of the Honorable Ronenr Boyz, by B, 


BuzxszrT. - How different the condutt of our Minate Philoſophers ? 
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weight with every man, who calls bimſelf a 1 
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 unf with s to. be determiped in Eigjddginenr on 
_ reaſon and nature of things. 
Bot is it poſſible, any reaſonable man ſhould be fo weak , 


9 


WE 


bo 


as to ſuppoſe, the book called the Bible, can be the Word 

of Gov ? 0 2 5 5 l e of 8 | 7 x 5 A " | þ 
Nos intelngent Ghr4tian will diſtinguilh'it by that nach, 
without a large reſtriction of its contents, All we aſſert 
reſpecting it, is, that it is a collection of writings, Ton- 
taining a hiſtory of the e to our world, and 
that the proper Wordt of Gob, with numberleſs other 
particulars, is interwoven all the way through theſe, moſt, 
aneient and mnvaluable writings.” es. 
Is it to be conceived by any man, who hath the leaſt 
pretenſion to common ſenſe, that the ſeveral ſimple rela- 

| nions recorded in the books of Moszs, Josnua, JuDGE 
and thoſe which follow, can be founded in truth 
| Moſt of our miſapprehenſions of this kind ariſe from 
| not duly conſidering the infant ſtate of the world, the pro- 
| greſſive nature of civil ſociety, and the different'manners. 
of the ſeveral ages and countries of the earth. The cuſs 
'toms of the caſtern nations, where the Bible way 
A vriginally written, were then, and, indeed, are at this day 
extremely different from our own; almoſt as much ſo as 
between the manners of the inhabitants of the fouth-ſea 
iſlands, and thoſe of this country. And while we are 
wondering at the. ſimplicity of their cuſtoms, they are en- 
tertaining themſelves with the novelty of ours. T 5 | 
1 82 „ Bok 
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* Jt is truly remarkable, and highly ſatisfactory to the ſerious Chri- 
8 tian, that all modern diſcoveries are to far from proving unfavourable to. v 
the truth of the Sacred Writings, that they ſtrongly tend to the illuſtra- 
tion and confirmation of them. All voyages and travels, into the Zaf 


j eſpecially, are particularly uſeful in this point of view. Bauce's Tra- 
3 wel; throw light upon many biblical circumſtances. Mau ic Indian | 
Anliguities, and Hiſtory of Indeftan are ſingularly valuable. HarmMee's 1 


Olſeratious on divers paſſages of Scripture, is a work ſuperior to every 


thing of the kind, as it contains a ſelection, from a variety of voyages e 
and travels, of ſuch circumſtances as have a tendency to illuſtrate the 
meaning of a large number of obſcure paſſages in the Sacred Writings. 0 


+ See this matter ſet in a very proper light in the fourth Letter of 
a Biſhop Wa rsox's Apology for the Bible. | 
4 5 = From objection is well anſwered in the firſt Letter of Biſbep Wa rsox s. 
a Apology, | | 
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But men PRE * for a Medjator?. Is not 
Gop,,the wile. gry ny parent of all his creatures? and 
cannot he pardon uf Gffences, and n us happy in de 
future ſtate, eee incerpolition any other being ; 
whatever? 
What Gon can do, what he "jp and what he vi 
do, are very different conſiderations! If 1 2 were equally 
confiftents with his wiſdom and gbdodneſ | harps, xv mankind 
without a Mediator, we. may be aſſured it would have been 
done. Büt as the Divins Bix q hath thought proper to 
inſtitute the mediatorial ſcheme, we may be aſſured there 
are the beſt reaſons for the» 8 though we may 
be incapable of diſcoveri eyen comprehending, | 
what all thoſe reaſons 3 even in this ſtate, few 
of the bleſſings of PR EH are ' conveyed to us but by 
the intervention of . niedintors.. The whole plan of the 
world is carried forward by the aſſiſtance of others. How 
many mediators mult” there be, before we can be ſupplied 
with our daily. bread 79. Ie 1 1 20 
. If a revelation muſt be "made to "mankind, why was it 
delivered in the hiſtoric form? Why: was it not rather 
given in ſome fer and regular com . worthy of its 
author ? +, 
The reaſon of this muſt be ables. into divine wiflom. 
He, that. beſt knew the nature of man, choſe this method 
in preference to every other; and there is no rraſon to 
queſtion,” but that that variety of compoſitions, of which 
the Bible is formed, is much better adapted to the circum- 
ſtances of the great bulk of mankind, than any: ſet and re- 
gular diſcourſe in the didactic form. | 
The books of Moss are thought many to have been 
written ſome ages after his time: A Bi 

| The 


* See Son [anche s View of the Laras Evidence / the Chri/- 
tian Religlon, and BuTizs' s Analogy, paſſim, where the doctrihe of the 
mediator ſbip of MssIA is — 2 at large, with unanfwerable 
evidence. 
+. Let the reader condile | Mr. Wax ETIxTn's Evidences if Chris 
anity, where he will ind a number of remarks well adapted to difplay 
the excellence, the purity, illuſtrate the charadter, _ evince - 
the ee of the infa yn 5 \ 


Mo oa i 6 IS 882 
| Te ROE thoſe Lis * 
' * been amply vitkdieared vynen every way Gro | 
the enquity.“ 

Though forms parts of the | 
ith great beauty and ſimplicity, yer many of his laws arg 
trifling; and unworthy of a legiſlator ?. /*-— + 4 48 
This objectipn ariſes from a want of due attention to ti 

ſtate of th people for whom thoſe laws were - enacted, 
When the tircuniſtances of the Jews are Pony con- 
ſidered; the Moſaje inſtitutions will appear to be ad apted 
with the moſt conſummate to i inks LS uns 
es. "ht is extremely hard the B. ſhouſd be er 
countable for our ignorance. 
Ne charactef and conduct of bac * is called' 
man after God's own heart; can never be detended by any 
on who has the leaſt regard to. me INE pores excel 
4 ency ? . 8 
IL is not the bulidehs of tele p papers to * into a n 
nute defence of all thoſe parts of the Bible which may ſeem 
objectionable. Tk,charadter-of David, however, ſtands 
high in our eſtimation, except in the caſe of Urian z "and 
as it has been virulently attacked by ſome conſiderable 
men, ſo it has been no lefs ably defended. ” And to ſuch 
defence, we beg leave to refer thoſe readers __ find them 
ſelves concerned. * 
The characters and manners of the ancient Prophets were 
uncouth, and e of che God, who is aid, to have) 
ſent them? 
In general, they were San and gion 1 men; and the 
manners were in * conformity to the h in which 
| they 


2 + See PrxtDeaux's Conneltion, b. 6; Kivven — on the 
books of Mofſes; WiTs11 Miſcellanea Sacra ; and Mazsn's ee o 
' the Authenticity of thoſe books. 


+ Conſult LowMan's Difertation on the Civil — of the 
Hegi kus, and Dr. Ran ol R's Excellency of the Joi Law windi- 


cated. See too e 0 on Religion. 

t Drranr's Hiftorical Account of the 7 0 Davi, is 
valuable — Biſhop 9 — 's fo 3 22 "ge of of Daviy, 
. — with juſt remarks.— But CHAN DLIR's Critical Hi * of the 
- of Davip, enters at large into the — and is particularly ſarif- 

ry. 


* Moszs are written 


© 


2 \ "x 9 ” 
7 * l ; * 
| - N | 03. 


„ » 15 3 75 
F high lived; and the people among whom they FT 
Beſides, it is not to the character of a prophet of 
the true Gon, that he ſhould be a good man, ALAS 
is an inſtance to the contrary; Gon, indeed, in the cou 
eu his providence, frequently uſes bad men as inſtruments 
uy ko 2 his own purpoſes. - 1 
But there are many actions derte to the W of | 
ll Goo in che 0ʃ%½ Tesa, Which very much wound the 
d. feelings f every good man, Noan vas guilty of into non: 
* Wl ication; ann of dificaulation ; Jas of lying; 
3 Jazi of treachery. and murder; 
by. Dav1y ofallulrery. and ect Soromon' of idolatry and 
we lewdnefs ; and many Sthers of crimes, of ſeveral kinds? 1 
: The relation of 01 Al theſe 7 of wickedneſs in the 
ſervants of Go, is a progf of the diſintereſtedneſs and im- 
partiality of the ſaored hiſtorians; go theſe crimes are re- . 
corded, not fotgour imitation, or our. admonition. If 
ve attend to the conſequences of theſe ſeveral tranſgreſſions, 
we ſhall ſee ho good reaſon to imitate them. It is not any 
where recorded, that theſe faulty parts of their conduct 
met with the approbation of HA | 
How may the horrible deſtruction of the nations of 
Cmaan he reconciled wich the progple: of mercy and 
goodneſs d gs rp b 
Juſt as peſtilence, ne Kass tem peſts, and earth- 
quakes may be reconciled with thoſe lovely, perfections. 
The Mora Governour of the world is at I to de- 
ſtroy offending nations and individuals in any Miner be, - 
judges meet.“ We ſee this to be the conſtant courſe of 
Divine PROVIDENCE: 
But, you ſhould like to have. been eye-witneſſes of the 
mighty works wrought by Mos zs and Jzsus Cars ? 
So ſhould we. Has not every man, in every age, and 
in every country under heaven the ſame right to expect 
this indulgence ? Miracles muſt, therefore, be wrought at 
all times, in all pages, 15 * 5 individual of x 12 | 


"| AARON 


* See this vindidhtca in bs gs 5 Treatiſe on the cond io 
the firſt Letter of WaTsoN's Apology ; and in almoſt every other author, 


who has treated upon ſubjects of this nature, 
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at And. what would be the conſ e diode 
* ceaſe to be miracles, and the whale courſe of nature 
would be-thrown-igtd confuſion and diſorders 8⁰ ee 
able are the demands of waywatd men! 
Mi.any parts of the Ou Teſtament are "extremely dull uns 
- intereſting, and even unintelligible ?._ a 1 
Cogſidering the ages in Which it was writent the Aifees 
| ent manners which prevailed ; the frequency of alluflons 
to ancient cuſtoms And circumſtances no longer known; 
conſidering too that we generally read it in one d the moſt 
literal of irabflations?.« and that many hundreds of places 
are really inaccurately cranſlatedy it is tr wonderful t 
ſhould be ſo intelligible as it is, and appear to ſo much ads 
vantage. Moſt of our objections to thoſe admirable writings 
are founded in our ownignorapee. © Before we ſetup to be? 
critics upon the Bibi, let us make ourſelves” thorough 
maſters of the three languages | in which i is written, and 
of the cuſtoms which prevailed in thoſe coumtries, and in 
thoſe © ages when it was written. An avowed Yufigel, with | 
theſ® qualifications, I believe, is not this da to be found in 
Extend. No perſon of a {ſerious caſt of mind, of pure. 
morals, and a competent fhare of learning, can be an f. 
del. Shew'us the man of this defcription, who. ee 
rejects the divine miſſion of Iον⁸ CursT, and we 
think the cauſe of Infidelity leſs deſperateee . 
Thoſe, that will call in queſtion, whether there evetlets 
iſted pi earth ſuch a perfon as Jz$vs CHRIST, may with 
much reaſon queſtion the exiſtence of ALexanpER 
Cutan Pour, and al the other heroes of antiquity: 
And thoſe who will undertake to deny the getwineneſs and 
authenticity of the four Goſpels, with the writings of Proves 
Paul, JaMEs, and Jonx, may, with much more appear- 
ance of truth, deny the authenticity of the writings of 
Homer and Hxsiop, of Prato and XxNOPHON, of 
Horace and VI OH; ſeeing there is much more evidence 
| for the authenticity of the former, than of the latter. 
f But are there not many contradictions, abſurdities, and 
2 falſchoods in the books of the News as, 5 as no 
4 man can reconcile # | | * 
E 
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1 ah 5+ Wan there | is either nn e or 
belſchood, 1 in this ineffmable Volume.* There arc, \ grant, 
2 certain 2 blemiſhes « of theſe kinds," but not even one 
bes 


ed men have vindicated it from theſe 
5 charges 15 all reaſonable gvidence. Can we ſuppoſe that 
— ſuch a man as Logs Would have faid, that * it is all pure, 


1 « all. ſincere; nothing too tar , _gothi wanting,” if 
ſuch” charges could - be made it? But Tap 
poſing the New Teftament did uad with both contradic- 
tions, Abſurdities, and falſchoods, 5 circorgſtande, _— | 
it leſs honourable in itſelf, would by go means render null 

8 divine miſſion of Jxsvs Cas, Fe might be the true 

; Mess1aH notwithſtanding. - Impartial men 2 d weigh 
a MW + this well, before they e the real or ſuppo emiſhes 
5 

d 

n 

a 

1 


of Scripture a ground « of their rejecting te Snoys.of the | 
world. 

Why was ſo RE à penalty as everlaſtingf puniſhment 
denounced againſt ſin in the Ge? This ſeems hard; and, . 


indeed, inconſiſtent with the oodpel and mercy, of the 
DIVINE BzinG ? | | 


N Guilty 


N «Ho Sriptare ure an adorable gs dearaghs and obGari- 
te ty, which enlighten and hagable the children of God, and blind and 
« harden thoſe of this world? The light proceeds from Gon, and. 
« blindneſs from the greatu | 
This i is an obſerva — Far admirable Divine, Dr. WII uso, late 
Biſhop of Sopox and Man, whoſe works contain a rich Magazine of 
pious and uſeful obſervations. If all our biſhops and clergy had lived, 
and preached, and wrote in the. ſpirit. of this ood man, there would 
have been few [nfidels this day in Eng/and.—Biſbop Wilox, though 
entitled to the honour, always declined ſitting in the Houſe of Lords ; 
eb % That the Church ſhould have nothing to do with the State. 
„ Cur157's kingdom is not of this world.“ See bis Works, vol. 1. 


quarto edit. 
. It gabi public is greatly indebted to the preſent Biſbop Nawcour, an 
Iriſh Prelate, for 1 his labours on biblical. fubjets. This ſound 


ſcholar declares his opinion to be, that ** every genuine propoſition in 

** ſcripture, whether doctrinal or hiſtorical, contains a truth when it is 

* rightly underftood ; and that all real difficulties in the Gd/pels will at 

length yield to the efforts of rational criticiſm.” See his Harmony. 
In the 35th. ef Arier Tiliowson's Sermons every thing is 

ſaid upon the eternity of the torments of hell that can be known with 
any certainty, It is a diſcourſe well worth the ſerious attention of the rea- 
der, S in the preſent time of relaxed Ye and more relaxed 
avralicy, 


| © 72 1 * 99 
- ad bs r jud R 
Ws wiſdom hath. ſeen _ _— fach*punilliment 
againſt incorrigible- tranſgreſſors, and, therefgre, we” thay 
be well ae it is conliſtent with infinite goodneſs, and 
mercy. If the denunciation of eternal torments will not 
reſtrain men from tin, much les woulda ſhorter duration 
* done it. Oil's 
The Goſpel of Cnkisr as too hard' upon the pleaſures q 
| "I mankind, and lays us under too feyere reſtrai 
Does. it "then rob us af any pleaſures worthy the argon 
nature ? It reſtrains ug, indeed, but it only reſtrains us from 
things that would do us harm, and make us and our fellow 
creatures miſerable. It admits of every rational, manly, 
nevolent, and humane pleaſure, Nay, it allows every i 
ſenſual enjoyment, that js conſiſtent with the real good, and 
true happineſs, of the whole compound nature of man. It 
enjoins every thing that can do us good, and jt prohibits 
every thing that will do us harm, under penalties of the 
moſt alarming kind. Could a Being of infinite benexo- 
lence and derben do better, or act otherwiſe 
with thoſe perfections? 
How can we at this diſtance of time know, that 
| writings-contained in the Bible art gemine? May they n 
have been corrupted, and many additions made to them by 
dieſigning men in after ages? 
Never were any writings conveyed "Wb with ſo 1 
evidence of their being genuine as theſe. Upon their 
firſt publication, the books of the New 7 . in par- 
ticular, were put into all hands, ſcattered into all natio 
tranſlated into various languages, They have been quoted 
by innumerable authors, appealed to by all parties of Chriſ- 
tians, and made the ftandard of truth in every queſtion of 
moment. We can trace them back through every age to 
the period in which they were written. And extremely 
remarkable and conſolatory is the conſideration, that not- 
withſtanding the innumerable times they have been copied, 
and the various errors, ſects, and parties which have ariſen, 
the corruptions which have prevailed in the church, and 
the revolutions and convulſions which have taken place 
among the nations, the Bible has continued — 
e 
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tranſlation in the world, we may. eaſily learn the genuine 


men have been worklerfully or- ruled to the eſtabliſhment 
e The gates of bell ſhall nat prevail agginſ 


11. | 
But, notwithſtanding ; all the "boaſted advantages of the 
Guſpel, are not my þ og to believe in Caz1ST 
- and who nene the ces of xeligion, te) amel 
knaves upon earth ' 
Stanted. Bs a "Therefore, ing. that tar oh Goſpel | it- 
| ſelf i is an impoſture? This argue or nothing. 
It proves too much. Some 5 of 2 religion 
are bad men; therefore natural religion is an impoſture ; 
there is no Gob. Some great at pretenders to Philoſophy are 
| knayes; therefore Philoſophy is all an impoſitidn upon 
mankind. Some Deſſis are immoral. men; therefore the 
| principles” of Deiſm are founded in error and deluſion. 
Was it ever known that any man grew more moral, pious, 
nc and heavenly minded, after rejecting the Goſpel? 
could produce you a thouſand inſtances here mem have 
become better by cordially embracing it; and we may 
_ defy you to ;Prodyce « one inſtance where any. man be- 
came worſe. 

Can any man, bt ann ahtened apd liberal mind, em- 
brace the myſterious dofrines of Chriſtianity ? What muſt 
ſuch an one think 6f-the Trinity, the Atonement, the In- 

© carnation, and thoſe other unaccountable peculiarities of 
that inſtitution, which haye been a ſtumbling block to 
many perſons in every age of the church? 

And are there not alſo many ſtrange and e 
things in the book of nature, fo in 2 adminſtration of 
Divine Provipencs, the deſign and uſe of which we 
cannot ſee? Nay, are there not even ſome things which to 
us ſeem wrong and ill- contrived? Yet we own. the world 


was created by Cop, and that he 1 is the GovzRxouR thereof. 
7292 And 
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® See Lisei OUS OE TEE and Srursok's E/ay on the 
tenet bf the New Te fare, where the evidence i is brooght Ingo 
one ſho view. 


= * 


doctrines of Chriſtianity. The 1 and ſquabbles of | 


A; By Kh 2 1 
6 Aud 8 chat 3 res may 
5 be from Gop, notwithſtancling cheſe difficulties, and ſem. 
ing incoggruities? Indeed, a revelation: which we could. 
| 2 comprehend, would not appear the f 
an infinite mind; it would bear no reſemblance ty its bea. 
venly author; and therefore we "ſhould have reaſon to 
ſuſpect it ſpurious. It is extremely probable; that the 
three grand volumes of nature, providence, and grace, ſhould 
all, in ſome reſpett or other, bear the ſtamp of their be- 
ing derived from one ſources: Many things in the volumes of 
nature and providence far exceed 'out higheſt -powers| io 
comprehend; it is not improbable, therefore, that the volume 
of divine grace ſhould be undey à ſimilar predicament. 
What doth the wiſeſt man upon earth know of the nature 
of Gop, but what the Scripture hath told him Pt Extreme- | 
ly little. It may be queſtioned whether we ſhould have 
known any thing of him, had it not been for ſome org oh 
nal revelation. - * | 
If Cuxisr was ſo neceſſury to che Galvation of. the | 
world, why was he ſent no ſooner? Why, even according 
to our 101 account, were four thouſand yeats ſuffered to 
clapſe before the Sux of righteouſneſs aroſe? 
Very ſufficient reaſons may be iven and have a bun 
dred times been givep, for this wiſe deldy. It may, how- 
ever, be retorted, If Philoſophy be medicinal go a fooliſh 
world, why were THaLss, SoLon, PyYTHAGORAS, ARI 
STOTLE, Zzxo, ANTONINusS, SENECA, and other ancient" 
Heathens, born no ſooner, but men ſuffered to continue fo 
many ages in profound ignorance, little ſuperior to the 
beaſts that periſh ? Anſwer 1 this with reſpect to them, and 
you are anſwered with reſpect to the Mess1an.” I add, 
moreover, ChRisr was the Lamb ſlain from the foundation 
of the word. The efficacy of his death extends from the 
beginning to the end of time. He is an univerſal Savi- 
OUR, When we any of us beſtow a favour upon a fellow- 
creature, we alone are to determine tie time and circum- | 
ſlances of doing that favour. ' 
If the Goſpel, and our natural paſſions, both come from 
one Tource, why doth the former oppoſe the latter? 
Iris well Known, chat while the inferior powers of hu- 
man 
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man nature a ab over tb PO no > mag 
can — a happy. The intention of the % is, thereto ph 


not to deſtroy che affectics of „but to regulate, 


reſtore chem 2 due order and harmony, and ſo to promote 


the felicity of human life. And, Wherever it hath its 


proper, full, and natural effect, there it always forms a vir- 
tuous, reſpectable, and happy character. 20 grand 
intention of it, however, is, to train mahkind fo or glory | 


and immortality in a future ſtate of exiſtence. 


and if the feveral.. 


If che human race are all ſprung from one original pair, 
cjes of animals, inſets, and birds, 
garden of Eden, as the Bible ſeems 


were produced in 


to inſinuate, how js it poſſible they ſhould be found diſ- 


perſed into the ſeveral} countries of the World at an im- 
menſe N and, in many caſes, 9 by extenſive 
ns j* | | 
a we refuſe to believe i in Gon, till we " onderfinnt all 
the difficulties attending his exiſtence, and in Jesvs Chxr, 
till we are ene with all the thyſteries of Providence 
and. Grace; we mult continue, not only ' Unbelievers, but 
Atheiſts to eternity. How often muſt it be repeated, that 


our comprehenſioh is not the ſtandard of truth? The 


evidence for che genuineneſs and authenticity of the Sacred 


Recordg muſt be the meaſure of our faith. 
Is it at all probable, that we, and the ſeveral kinds of 
black men, ſhould be ſprung from the fame parents, as the 


Bible affirms all human creatures were! ? 


At firſt view, this is a conſiderable difficulty, but has 
been accoupted for upon principles perfectly ſatisfactory, 
which we cannot ſtop here at length to detail.“ 

Why is the Goſpel attended with ſo many, difficulties ? 
and why did not infinite wiſdom, if infinite wiſdom had 
any concern in the buſineſs, take care to make every thing 
Plain: and caly to the meaneſt n * 54 

| ; 1-It 


See STACK no on this difficulty. 


8 — Mr. Bur awe! s Treatiſe on the Chriſtian religion, p. 267 

—277. See the ſame work too for anſwers to ſeveral other objections. 

But for a ſolution of the greateſt number of difficulties, I repeat 0 
turn to STACK HObsz's large Work on the Bible. a 
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Je is anſwered, with triumphant es every thing 
* to ſalvalion is plain 5. eaſy to the moſt: commoß 
apprehenſion, if we are humbly diſpoſed, ro ſubmit, BE. T 
wills and underſtandings to the will unde rſtandin 

ob. And if there are ſome things in the Sam . 
ings, and in the ſcheme” of rederp tion, difficult ro com- 
Prehend, it is not leſs ſo in the courſe of naturt; and in the, 

principles of unrevealed religion. But if the -Gofpel o 

 CunisT were attended with abundantly more difficulties 
than it is, ſtill there could be no ſolid objection again J 
ſubſtantial proof. A poor illiterate map, in a dark corner 
of the earth, has preached a ſcheme of doctrines and mo- 
rals ſuperior to all human wiſdom, and calculated to make 
all mankind happy, if all mankind would ſubmit to its 
authority. This he hath ſpread abroad to the ends of 
the world, in oppoſition to all the powers of earth and 
hell. Let any man account for this  Pieniomenoag on 
principles merely human, if he can. | 

Has not the Goſpel been the cauſe of the greateſt miſery, 4 
and deſtruction to the human race, upon various oecaf we 
| plmoſt ever ſince it was introduced? | 
It has. And this is among the proofs 5 it 5 

u 


from above. The Author of it © preditted that ſo it ſho 
be. But the Gofpe! itſelf was no: otherwiſe the cauſe 
miſery and Seſtrudtion to the human race; than as Philo. 
| fophy has been the cauſe of miſery and deſtruction to the 
inhabitants of France. As in the latter Eaſe, it was not 
Philoſophy, but the abuſe of it, that has done fo much miſ- 
chief; ſo in the former, it was not the Goſpel, but a moſt 
wicked perverſion of its pure and benevolent 1 | 
that has produced ſo much havock among -mankind,*” 
And though it has nat done all the good that might have 
been deſired or expected, yet it has already. accompliſhed 
great things for the world. To the Bible we owe 1 the 
beſt laws in our beſt civil inſtitutions. To the Bible, 
Europe is indebted for much of the erer which it now 
| enjoys 


o See this difficulty anſwered in BonnerT's Ttersftin, Views of 
£briftianity, p. 230—237, and ftill more fully in the f vol. of 
Biſhop Poxrzus's Sermons, diſcourſe the twelfth, I 


* ee 


* El 
3 1 1 4 
| enjoys 3 d lies 8 as we- may: think of it, the Bible tog | 
was the means of preſerving the ſmall ſhare of learning which 
was cultivated during the dark ages. We may eloſe theſe ob- 
ſervations in the words of that great French writer, Mon- 
e. Fo aſſert chat religion has no reſtraining 
power, becauſe it does not always reſtrain, ĩs to aſſert, 
te that civil laws have likewiſe no reſtraining power. He 
& reaſons falſely againſt religion, who enumerares at great 
ee length the evils Which it has produced, and overlooks 
cc the advantages. Were I to recount all the evils which 
« civil laws, monarchical and 1 governments, 
« have produced in the world, I might exhibit a Areadful 
« pitt ute. Let us ſet before aur eyes the continual 
© maſſacres of Greek and Roman kings and generals on the 
te one end, and on the other the d Jeftrution of cities and 
ec nations by thoſe yery kings and generals; a Timur 
e and a JENOIZK AN favaging Aa; and we ſhall ſee, that 
* we owe to religion à certain political law in government, 
* and in war a certain law of nations; advantages which 
human nature cannot ſufficiently ; acknowledge. 1 

If the Goſpel is ſuch a bleſſing to mankind, "why, in all 
theſe ages, has it not been publiſhed in every nation? 

It is anſwer ſufficiegt, that Goo giveth account of none 
of his matters,, and every man ſhall be judged according to 
the privileges e hath enjoyed, and not according to thoſe 
with which he has not been fayoured. No nation hath 
any right to the bleſſing. Gob is a ſovereign, and may 

diſpenſe his favours as his own wiſdom ſhall direct. 
Moreover, all the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed 
with ft in the due courſe of Drvixs PROVIDENCE. 


& Jesvs ſhall reign where'er the ſun | ei 3g” 
« Does his ſucceflive journeys run; 8 | 4 
His kingdom ſtretch from ſhore to ſhore, 

«+ Till ſuns ſhall wax and wane no more.” VOY 


But if Gop was the original author of the Jravi and 


Chriſtian 
ß See'this proved by Jortin vol. 7. p. 35 \ 


* Spirit of Laws, book 24- ch. 2, 3 3. 


| Chriftian 1 * were der ee 0 ben 
tract ſuch a maſs of ceremonial 8e 2 
The fault lay not in either of the HN bur 3} 
rhe low and ſuperſtitious ſtate of human nature. The in- 
ſtitutions were good, but the folly of men hach perverted 
them to unworthy purpoſes., Is. the fountain to be blam- 
ed, becauſe the ſtreams haue been a 150 the Hel * 


| mew? :* 


Be it ſo; but 'why wu ue created i in ſo low add 
raded a ſtate ? or rather, why was he permitted, by the 
prod and- all-powerful CREATOR, to fink. down. Into, 
ſuch an idolatrous. od ſuperſtitious condition? 
This is a difficulty, be it Ee which affects ee 
as well as revealed religion, Deiſm as well as Obritianity.. 
There is no end to queſtions of this nature. With equal 
propriety may we aſk why man was not AE. an ee, 
2 ſeraph, a God ? 


« Preſumptuous Man ! the reaſon wouldit thou find, 7 
« Why form'd ſo weak, ſo little, and ſo blind 2 Int ey 7 
<« Firſt, if thou canſt, the harder reaſon gueſs, 
* N form'd no weaker, blinder, and no leſs. 1. 
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Can you fay that Thomas PAIxE Fong not n 
many very heavy charges againſt the writings both of . 
Old and New Te Paments, and mich as cannot cally BE 
anſwered ? 

We grant this ohjection in all its force. He is a man 
of ſhrewd abilities, — has a method of ſetting difficulties 
in a ſtrong point of view. But—if you yourſelf. are a 
| perſon of any diſcernment, you cannot help ſeeing, that 
he diſcovers great pride of underſtanding, much rancour 
and malignity of heart, and moſt invincible. ignorance of: | 
the ſubject upon which he writes. His intention in his 
Rights of man, was plainly to ſubyert, as far as in him lay, 
the civil government of this country; and, in his Age of 
Reaſon, he meant no other than to convert the common 0 
people of England to a ſtate of Infidelity, and fo to oyer- 
turn the religious government of the country—and, in 
both, he evidently meant no other than to involve us as 
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AN in il and religious deſtructioß⸗- To men of 
ſenſe, moderation, and information, there is no danger, 
either from his political or religious efforts ; , but there is 
to every reader of his writings, who is not poſſeſſed 
of theſe eee "Biſhop WArsox's "Apology . may 
1 atiy any man that Tomas Paixk is by no 
means qualified to write againſt the Bible. Any fool: in⸗ 
deed, fa ſneer, revile, abuse, and. ridicule, the moſt va- 
luable objects in nature. The late atheiſtical King of 
Pruſſia has had the impudence to treat the DziTyY himſelf 
in this marner. But What ſhall the end be of them that 
know not Gos, and obey” not the Goſpet o our Lonp 
Jes0s CrrIsT. 2 
Be:all theſc things, however; as they may, the religion | 
of Jxsvs is # thing of which you do not approve. - He 
might be a very good fort of man, but his doctrines ate 
not to your taſte. If you could only get clear of the 
Bible, and theſe 4 prieſts, of every denomination, 
as the noble French have done, you then flatter yourſelves 
we ſhould ſee happier days? 
The Bible, and the perſons appointed by that book to 
; miniſter in holy things, are unqueſtionably great reſtraints 
upon the paſſions of men: and, bad as the world is, there 
is no littię reaſon to ſuppoſe, it would be much worſe 
without tfiem. It is probable you have not well conſider- 
ed. what the conſequence would be of removing theſe 
grievances out of the way. A ſucceſsful invaſion from 
the French would, in all likelihood, enable you to obtain 
theſe ends, for a confiderable time. Had we not, how- 
ever, better bear thoſe ills we have, than fly to others 
'* that we - know not of? Reformation of the decayed 
im political, and uncvangelical parts of the , Britrsh con- 
N ſurely the deſtruction of the whole—ſhould 
be the ardent wiſh of every true friend to his country, 
and to human nature. Perfect liberty; civil and religi- 
| ous, is the birth- right of man. Whatever of this nature 
is {till wanting in this happy land, might be eaſily obtain- 
ed from the very nature of our goyernment. No'man, 
therefore, who is a friend to his country, could defire to 


{ce it weed in political ruin, for the ſake of obtaining 
| | what 
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what he may conceive to- de 6 Wen a ntage 
Ealighten the public mind, and it will not be long belore 
all remaining abuſes ſhall be rectified. 
| Delenda est Carthage; is_ the uniform language . 
Frenchmen. What the meaning of that phraſe will be, wes. 
may form a pretty good idea; from the hiftory of Car. N 
thage, and the treatment which Lyons; one of their own 
cities, received; when it refaſed to comply with che debrees 
of Convention. It is worth while to ſtate this at ſome 
length, as a uſeful. leſſon to my tauntymen. 
By the new conſtitution of Fance, it was kind; the | 
King could not be dethroned, unleſs found at the head of 
an army againſt his country. This was to be regarded as 
the higheſt crime he cquld poſſibly commit, and even for 
this he could be puniſhed no otherwiſe than by being de. 
tbroned. © No crime whatever,” ſays the - conflitttion, _ 
te ſhall be conſtrued to affect his life.” This conſtitution. 
every Frenchman had ſworn © to obey, and maintain with 
te all his might.“ When, therefore, it was propoſed to 
the people of Lyons, by the emiſfaries of the National 
Convention, to petition for the death of the King, they re- 
plied, almoſt with one voice, © No: We hape ſworn, Tel | 
c all France, to maintain the new. constitution with all our 
tc might. That constitution declares, that no ped what-, l 
te ſoever ſhall affect the life of the King. For any 
eve have yet ſeen or heard, we believe Him m of 
te every crime that has been laid to his charge: The 
mode of his trial is unprecedented in the annals of in- 
te juſtice, the convention being at once accuſer, , evidence, 
* and judge. We believe, him perfectly innocent; but 
te whether he be or not, the constitution that we have, by 
te a ſolemn oath, bound ourſelves to maintain with all our 
te might, declares, that no crime whatever ſhall be cqn- 
ec ſtrued to affect his life: that life, therefore, we * * 
te we will not demand. The reſt of the nation may f| 5 
e with engagements which they have called the Ae H 
&« TY to witneſs; they may add the crime of aſſaſſination 
& to that of -perjury ; they may ſtain themſelves with the 
blood of their innocent and unfortunate prince; the 


Lyoneſe never will.“ 
F This 
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118 85 ie las full of good ſenſe, -jultce, piety. 
and honour. nn IP 


What, however, was "the conſequence ? The Conriention 


immediately yowed vengeance. A numerous army was 
| prepared. Skige vas laid to the city. Ten thouſand of . - 


the inhabitants defended it for ſixty. days againſt fifteen 


times their 1 though, it had neither magazines nor 
fortificatisns. Thirty | thouſand. men were flain without = 
the city. Proviflons failed within. A capitulation was 


poſed by the beſieged.  -The” beſiegers, however, 
E the extremity to which the city was reduced for 


vant of bread, would grant them no terms whatever, 
vithout putting to death indiſcriminately-all thoſe who had 


taken up Arms. within the city. Seeing no hopes of ca» 
pitulation, the beſieged determined to | cut. their way 
through the enemy, or fall in the attempt. The beſiegers, 
knowing all that paſſed from their partizans within the 
city, were prepared to receive them; inſornuch that out of 
near four thouſand perſons who made this deſperate effort, 
the whole were either killed or taken, except about fifty. - 

After this the victors ſhewed ſuch mercy as might be 
expected from them. Not content with butchering their 
priſoners in cold blood, they took a pleaſure in making 
them die by inches, and in inſulting tfem in the pangs of 


death. Placing ſeveral together, they killed one of them 
at a time,.to render death more terrible to the reſt. Nei- 
ther ſex nor age had any weight with them. Above two 


hundred women, thirty of whom had children at the breaſt, 
whom conjugal love had led to follow their huſbands; 
more than fifty old men, whom filial piety had ſnatched 
from the aſſaſſin's ſtab, were all moſt ſavagely butchered. 
The death of Madame de Visa deſerves particular no- 
tice. This young lady was about ſcventeen years of age, 
and very near her time of delivery. A party of the demo- 
crats found her behind a hedge, to which place ſhe had 
drawn her huſband, who was mortally wounded, When 
they diſcovered her, ſhe was on her knees, ſupporting his 
head with her arm. One of them fired upon her with a 
carabine, another quartcred her with his hanger, we . 
ir 
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Several wounded: priſohets were Collected ae nt 

=== put into a ditch; with ſentinels placed round them, to pre- 

1 vent them from Killing themſelves, or one, another; and 
thus were they made to linger; ſome ef theft tuo ot three 
days, while their enemies teſtified crit ferocious pleaſure 
| by all che inſultitig geſticulatibns of ſavages. OM IR 
uch was the fury of che triutphant Zemjderare, that 
the” deputies from the Convention gave an order againſt 
8 the dead, till they had Beeh cut in morſels. Tor. 
Ir, the infamous apoſtate prieſt of Trevoris; went, blovd- 
hound like, in queſt of 4 few unhappy wretches, who had 
eſcaped deſtruction ; and when, by perfidious” promiſes,” 
he had drawn them from their retreats; he Ne them 
vp to the daggers of their aſſaſſins. 

| Of the little army that attempted «the teltbat; fix tare: 
dred and eighteen were ht back in chains; ſome of 
them died of their wounds, and all thoſe who were hot 
relieved from life this ways were dragged forth 1 | 
n death. 


Prior to theſe misfortünes thete' was an 0 3th 
ſembiy in Lyons, which took the name of the democrati 
club. "I this club a plot was laid for the aſſaſſination of 
all the rich in one night. © Their oath was We -fwear 
cc to exterminate all the rich and ariſtocrats; their | 
* corpſes, thrown into the Rhone, ſhall bear our terrors 
e to the affrighted ſea.” This plot was happily diſcover- 
ed in time to prevent its effets; and the profident Cnar- 
LIER With two others were condernried to die. This 
CHALLIER vas looked on & a perſon of infamous charac- 
ter, before the revolution; and, fince - the revolution, he 
had imbrued his hands in the blood of his own father ! 
Alter the capture of the city, the above democratic 
club was re- organized, and JAvocuxs, the deputy from the 
Convention became its new. preſident. After having repre- 
ſented CHALLIER as a martyr to the cauſe of liberty, he 
addreſſed himſelf to the aſſembly in nearly theſe terms  # 
© Think,” ſaid he, © of the ſlavery-into which you are 


ce Plunged, by being {the ſervants and workmen of others; 
00 the 
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11 8 dat; the e Gie-ricw-of every- 
tc deſcription, have long been in a combination to rob 


.«« the-democfats; the real gans eulotte republicans, of their 


« birth · right. Go, citizens; take what belongs to you, - 
« and what yo ſhould have enjoyed long ago. Nor muſt - 

« you ſtop anche while there ane an ariſtocracy in the 
« buildings, half remains undone. . Down with thoſe edi- 


d fices, raiſed for the profit or pleafure of .the rich; down” 


« with them all: commerce and arts are uſcleſs to a war- 
« like people, and the deſtruction of that ſublime equali- 
te ty, which France is determined to ſpread over the whole 

« globe.“ He told this deluded ce, that it was 
the duty of every good citizen to diſcover all thoſe; whom 
he knew to be gullty of having, in thought, word, or 
deed, conſpired againſt the republic. He exhorted them 
to fly de the offices, open -for receiving ſuch, accuſations, 
and not to ſpare one lawyer, prieſt, or nobleman. He con- 
cluded this 4 worthy of one of the damned, with 
declaring; that for a man to accuſe his own father was 
an act of civiſm worthy a true republican, and that to 
neglect it was a crime that ſhould be puniſhed with death. 

The deeds that followed this Aabolical exhortation, 

were ſuch as might be expected. The bloody democrats 
left not a houſe, not a hole unſearched; men and women 
were led forth from their houſes with as little ceremony 
as cattle from their pens. Lhe where the guillo- 
tine ſtood was reddened with blood like a ſlaughter- houſẽ, 
while the piercing crics of the furviving relations were 
drowned in the more een, hovhngs of Vive la 
Republique. 

Soon- onal this, orders were given from che Convention 
for the demolition of the city. A hundred houſes were 
deſtroyed per day. All the hoſpitals, manuſactories, 
banks, &c. &c. were deſtroyed, without exception. Be- 
fore the revolution, the city contained above 1 50, 00 in- 
habitants. It was the ſecond town, with reſpect to 
lation, in France, and the firſt manufacturing town in all 
Europe. It does not now contain 70,000 inhabitants, 
and thoſe are all reduced to beggary and ruin. As for 
trade, there is no ſuch thing — of. The laſt report 

| to 
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to the. . feſpecting Lyons,  declates we ae c 
8 rants without work or bread;  - 1 
It is difficult to ſtifle the voice of nature, ah. to. ſtag.. Mo 

hate the involuntary movements of the ſoul; yet even Ws 
this was attempted; and, in ſome- degree; effected; by the 
Adtepulies of the | Convention. Pererlving that the above Ne 
ſcenes of blood and devaſtation had ſpread a gloor over 
the countenances of the innocent inhabitants, that 
even ſome of their ſoldiers ſeemed touched with com- 
punction, they iſſued a mandate, declaring every one ſuſ- 
pected of ariſtocracy, who ſhould diſcover the leaſt Gp 
tom of pity, either by his words or his looks? 
The preamble of this mandate makes the blood run 
told : « By the thunder of Gop! in the name of the 
1; repreſentatives of the French people; on pain of death 
* jt is ordered,” &c. &c. Who would believe, that this 
terrific mandate, forbidding men to weep, or look ſor- W" 
towſul, on pain of death, concluded with, Vive la Liberte? WW" 
Liberty forever! Who would believe that the people, If 
'who ſuffered this mandate to be ſtuck up about meſs ny a 
like a play-bill, had fworw to live free, or die? e) 
*: in Pins however, of all their menaces, they Ain ' Is 
' found, that remorſe would ſometimes follow the monks W 
of a friend or relation. Conſcience is a troubleſome gueſt WW” 
to the villain, who yet believes in an hereafter, The de- t 
2 therefore; were reſolved to baniſh this guest from II 
he boſoms of their partizans, as it had already been ban- I 
tſhed from their own. t. 
With this object in view, they ordered a ſolemn civic IP 
feſtival in honor of CHaLLizz, His image was carried W" 
round the city, and placed in the churches. Thoſe tem- WY! 
ples, which had, many of them, for more than a thouſand "W'"* 
years reſounded with bosannas to the SurrREME 'Beinc, “ 
were now profaned by the adorations paid to the image of © 
aà parricide. 
All this was but a prelude to what was to follow the MY! 
next day. It was Sunday, the day conſecrated to the wor- 
ſhip of our bleſſed RæDEEMER. A vaſt concourſe of de- W" 
mocrats, men and women, aſſembled at a ſignal agreed on, ſe 
formed themſelves into a ſort of mock proceſſion, _ Pe 
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ceded by. FE image off CALLER, and Gilg * a 
Ide derached troop, each bearing i in his hand 4 'Thatice, - 


or ſome other vaſe of the church. One df theſe ſacrile-. 
gious wretches led an afs, covered with' a pricft's vektrdent, 


and with a micre on his bead. He Vas ASE H Erd- | 
ciixes and other ſymbols of the Chriſtian keligtoh, hd 


had the Old and New Teftaments Tulpendeg 6 bis erl. 


Arrived at the ſquare called the Terreaux, tiey then crew 
the two Teftaments, the crucifixes, &c. 1 into a re, wed 
for the purpoſe, made the 4% drink out of NE artfefit- 


al cup, and were proceeding to conclit e their Habe heal 
profanations- with the maſſacre of all the pticerters, td ap 
peaſe the ghoſt of CnhAlLIER, when avis! undef 
pur en end to their meeting, and delefred"the { 
death for a few hours. , 
The pauſe was not long. The ihr ities, profiting by 
the impious frenzy with which they had“ inſpired Ae 
ſoldiery and the mob, and by the conſternation of the re- 


ME © 


doubled fury. Thoſe who led the unhappy fufferefs to 
execution, were no longer ordered to confine themſclves 
to ſuch as were entered on the lift of proſeriptĩon, but 


were permitted to take whomſoc ver bey themſeFves thought | 


worthy of death ! To have an enemy among the democrats, 
to be rich, or even thought rich, was a Tiffcient crime. 
The words nobleman, prieſt, lawyer, " merchants or even 
longſt man, were ſo many terms of proſcription. Three 
times was the place of the guillotine changed; at every 
place holes were dug to receive the blood, Fab yet it ran 


in the gutters ! The executioners were tired, and the de- 


puties, enraged to ſee that their work went on fo ſlowly, 
repreſented to the mob, that they we too merciful, that 
vengeance lingered in their hands, and chat their enemies 
ought to periſh in maſs ! 

Accordingly, the next day, the execution in maſs began. 
The priſoners were led out, from a hundred to three 
hundred at a time, into the out-ſkirts of the city, where they 
vere fired upon, or ſtabbed. One of theſe maſſacres de- 


ſerves particular notice. Two hundred and fixty nine 


perſons, _ indiſcriminately among all claſſes and all 
F 2 ; ages, 


"of | 


ſpectable inhabitants, continued their bütchery with- re- 


— 


were 
n #£Y 
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_ - fartherz.buty no ſooner were they perceived, than ap; 


priſoners, who were dead of their wotnds, and of 1 hole 


from them. Perſons from their ſick beds, old 
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run with her children, and threw herſelf at the feet of: 


Sed Is 
- 


„4% v5 eee 
* * * — —2 8 
4 non 4 : 
* SS 4 
woe 1 


rr 
3882 
* 


» 4% 
3 


a 1 4 | 4 66 1] | * m oo | O 
e were) led-to eee ind chere tied to ber, f | 
this tuation they were fired upon . bot. Nu 
den el theks grate ee had only their mt 
. the artillery z were diſparched vith | th 

ſword or the muſket. The We of c part of the he höche 
* thromn into the Rhojs, of r before” the) 


ere quite dead. Tw 55 in particular, had ft 

enough to ſwim to a ſand- Balk in the fiver: 8e 
have thought, that, thus ſaved as it were by 4 miracle, he 

\ vengeance of their enemies would have purſued chem n 


. or mine croſſed the arm of the rivet 
5 1 lest them a prey to che boo 
air. 


. Among others e i into; the hands er the . 
vn. Mons. Cuayvis de Maibourg, one of the firſt eng 
neers in Eurtpe. They offered to ſpare. his life, - if. 
would kee in the armies of the Convention. They 
cad this offer, with their | carabines at his breaft; « Ne 
replied this gallant man; I have never fought but for 
 Gotyand my king: Deſpicable cowards ! fire aw. way 4 
The — 15 maſs did not rob the ne Gf of ita pee 
; there the bloòd flowed without intermiffion, ' Death ig 
was not a refuge from democratic fury. The bodies af th 


hp; not able to ſupport the idea of an N Jeat 
had g Semen the fatal blow, were carried © 
ſeaffold,.. and there beheaded, receiving thoulands of 
from the fans culottes, becauſe the blood would: not fut . 
able to walk, and even women found in child-bed, ve 
carried to the murderous machine. The reſpectable 1 
Laux as was torn from his family of ten children, Wl 
his wife big with the eleventh. This diſtracted map 


brutal deputy ColrETY D'HERBOIs.— No mercy l 
conjugal tenderneſs, the cries of her children, every thing 
calculated to ſoften the heart, preſented themſelves below 
him; but in vain. © Take away, faid he to the officivw 
ruffians by -whom he was ne, te take * 8 
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me of the ſovereign 2 drove her from her bed and 
r houſe, From the. of which. the Kg e che 
eet 0 „ n 5 1 

About three Poncked CIS oat 
prayers and tears, to" touch thes hears of thoſe ferocious 
eputies ; but alb their efforts we! regs Vain. as thoſe of M: 
LAVRAS. 2 were e with'a B of grape 
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fore cee and er blood. 
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15 S a 1 ven woman of about ei eighteen, 
Wears of age, was executed, becauſe ſh# would not | Above: 
* mirbel of ber father fi . What, & ſaid iht nobly, to the 
Wcratic comirüttec, et hat! betray n father! Imi. 
oss villaing't how dare you an r 

M. Cocntr, a lady equally 2 e and 
er courage, was accuſed of having put che 
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grape. She was condemned to ſuffer death. She declared 
herſelf with child; and the truth of this declaration was 
Wattclted by two ſurge og. In vain did: ſhe implore'a reſ- 
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Was in het womb, © H& head was ſeyered- from her 1 
midſt the death-howls of the democratic brigands ! 
To tis long account. of horrible villanics wut 


500 ſadliery and the mob in 2 The wives and 
725 F. 3 8 
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cannon during the ſiege; and having eds mM ; Yer: Aaband's £ 


pite, In vain did ſhe ead-the innocence of the. child. that. 


dd anotbet, if pofffble, ſtill more deteſtable 4h 93 | 
mng ele! Javodbeks, one of the depities from the C,, . 
in, opened the career. His example was followed by V0 


ins 10 home to b e as if her törmentors had 
deen her too wach lepity, che fans ctlette commiſſiry 
on after arrived, took poſſeſſion: of all the effects ur the 
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. b Jil Kits: NW . 
| nd aimoſt all the reſpectable inhabcats, Pe 
of ſuch as had .cmmgrated, .or., who. were murdered, or j 
priſon, were put in 4 8 of reguiſition, and were ofderet 
on pain of death, to hold their 1 fpare the reak 

the ferm made = of in the r readineſs, tag 

2 ol the true republicans! Nor were they 
with violation; the firſt ladies of the cit were led to th 
tree of Lien Of Liberty and there Made to take the 
hands of chimney-ſweepors and common felons? ?“ 
It to theſe deeds of blood cammitted at Lyons, we "2d 
the murders perpetrated in other parts of Franc at Nant: 
274000 ; at Paxiz,11,50,000; in La Vend?e, 340,000; an 
in thort, through 95 bold extent of that unhappy countrj 
two millions of pero within the laſt ſix or {even year; 
among whom a recleSned. 2.50000 omen; 2305000 
children; bekides thoſe — ws 16 the womb ; ; and 24,000 
chriſtian prieſts :+ 16, morcgver; we conſider in what na 
ner the French, without juſt offence, have treated the ſemal 
independent ſtate of Geneva, and how many of its mall 
wealthy inhabitants fell a ſacrifice to ſatisfy the rapatigy ofthe 
deputies from the Convention ;' we thalFÞobtara pretty pr 
_ 1dea of What we may expect. if they ſhould ſucceed i in We 
deſigis againſt” us. We ſhould not only ſce Bibles 2 
Prigfts. removed o « ay the. way, an an eyent, as ſome 

think, q tevoutly to be wiſhed, but the country "mult unde 
go Every poſſible calamity. Great Britaii and Irela 
would becq; nes eſther a province of Hauct, or be diyidel 
into two or ee kes e ke Holla 


8 dependen 


* The acts Las related are taken foam N an FREY relation of th 
ſiege of Lyonr, and from ro Purtirss republication of P73 
rennen e printed in Anerici 

+ The ſerious Chriſtian will e "OY are the days of vol 
geance, for the innocent bidbd that was ſhed d that wide-extended/Fing 
dom. under the predeceſſors of the late unfortunate King.” doctrin 
of reegliations. though little attended to in generah is an unde lay 
of Gop's kingdom in the rimenr of the world. A . | 

A 


our 75 be morally juſt. He that ' ſheddeth man's blood by ma 

blood be' fed. Conſult $impsON's' Key: to rhe Prophecies, 
number of inſtances, wherein the retalſa wivg rn of” Gor is Y 
{ible to the mol: 1 inattentive obſerver. * 
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200 meeting houſes for Diſſent 
Synagogues. for the Jews; which, in all make oa places of public 
worſhip.” The numbey of inhabitants rk the fitting of parliament is 


* L 8 1 
pendent upon them. Our nayy t would 9 d into 
their ports. London, and all our great — towns, f 


would Ne of their niche Our foreign Peter 
a | of +7 RF 4 SES: 4s mou 


t you 1693, the * navy of les confite of 111 five. - 
of 40 guns and upwards. la the year 1793 it conſiſted of upwards of 
„„ h rate, helides near 200 

ps, &. | 
0 London i is row what Tyre was in BS he Oase cannot help 
entertaining ſtrong apprehenſons of its ſharing the ſame fate. "The trade 
and riches of it are immenſely large, and the corruption and iniquity of 
the AS F See the eecount of Tre in the 


Prophets. 

This patalleled, extent $ opdence, in the whole 
habi cable A " Ie) la Tas 15 beſides F. e, and 
Southwark, ne leſs than 2 willages, of ran N inde- 
pendent. of a \ a ac of huildings upon the open fields in the 
vicinity. Its length i is nearly eight miles, its breadth three, and 5 
circumference twenty-ſix." It contains above 8.000 ſtreets, lanes, all 
and courts, and more than 6 rent vares. Its bouſes, warchou 2 
and other buildings make -1 2,000, bel churches and chapels, 
ers, 43 chapels for Foreigners, and 6 


eſtimated at 13250,000. Among theſe are foynd about £0,000 common 
ſtitates, and no leſs than 60,000 thieves, coiners, and other bad per- 
fons of. all 8 The annual depredations on the public, by this 
numerous body of pilferers, are eſtimated at the ſum of 2, 100, ooo 
ſterling. 1 this vaſt city there are, mareover, upwards of 4,000 
ſeminaries for — 1 promoting - n 
inſtitutions for arts—1 aſylums for the indi gent—1 
for the ſick and lam lame Int 3 diſpenſaries—704-charitable * — : 
courts of jultice—7,040. Monal men connected with the various 
partments of the law, — There are 13,500. veſlels Fadiog to the river. 
Thames in the courſe of a year; and 40,000 waggons, going 44 re- 
turning to the metropolis in the Tame period, err their repeated 
voyages. — The amount of exports and imports to and from the Thames 
is eſtimated at 66, 811932 ſterling annually; and the property floating 


in this vaſt city every year is 170, oo οοο pounds ſterling.— Theſe 


circumſtances may be ſufficient to convince us of the 9 extent 2 
importance of the capital of the Britiſb empire. See theſe things 
% more at large in an excellent 7 reatiſe a the Police of the: 
1. 8 
2 is all this national. opulence apd grandeur to be buried in one 
eral ruin. through the tranſgreffion and growing e of the 
7 


＋ About the, year 1700, the town of Manthefter ed only one 
hr and uf 1717 the inhabitants were $8,000. The number of 
ctrches any Fhapels of the cſabliſhment i in * ard, Salford * 
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3 - Our trade? would be unaidde 


| lated* our real eftares} es omg oe our perſonal pro- 


perty be ſwept into France: would 2 
Ne in The e 8 want + of be , N N | 


WV power 
„ ene 
8 eee dee ofdifeing of y 
deſcriptions. The inhabitants are Between d 70, 
In 1700, Liverpool had only 5,145 inbabſtants. In 179% Ws is 
70,000. In 170g it had 84 ſhips; in 17925 ĩt had 884. 
yer: "_ NE: 5 _ 72 are encreaſec neatly i in Abe lens 
dat but kuow th huppincle' 
R 1 ode and 0 of — country, however, agfinſt the l 
. BEI NS, muſt terminate i in our ſe er. chaſtiſement. Tb 
wiekedneſs of the inhabitants is incopceiveably great. Compare 
lives of the Clergy— the Lawyers and MAbs Medical claſw-vth 
1 Sar! the Common people=—with the" Geſpel of I 
nn isv, and how alarming the contraſt! able and Gentry'of 
the land, with ſome few exceptions, are become i#newr ably ittimoraly "oh 
| well as irreligious: "The trading part of the nation: are all-{et wo their 24 
gain. Serious, uniform, and conſeieptions godlipeſ godlipeſs, is only found 
Among a few ſolitary individuals. The {abbath,da W is 8 aud 
very generally, proſtituted to ſecular purpoſes. 
ALMiGHTY Gop is grievouſly neglected all e of men. 
Sacrament of the Lox p' s Swpper is veby' thinly attended, and this! . . 
occaſionally, and not as a ſerous. duty and privilege. / In thort 3 
s of the times are ſuch as to give the moſt ſerious apprehenſions 
every well-wiſher to his King and Country, ln London there ate, 
believe, near a million of ſouls, including children, who-ſeidom or | 
attend public worſhip under any denomination —J ſanchefter contain 
near ſeventy thouſand inhabitants; and between forty 'and fifty thouſandd 
-" Cs or themſelyes r from N placg. of public worſhip on a 
the 7 5 1 > 1 
' ® In 1700, England 120 2,281 nding velſdg carrying 261,222 b 
burden. In 1792, England had 10,423 do. carrying 1,168,468 tons. 
In 1692, Scotland had 8,618 tons of Tupping., * 27920 e had "as 
2,143 ſhips, carrying 162,274 tons. % 
In 1793, the . 3 of the Brit eie 16309, 
manned with 118, 952 ailors, nd carrying 15864, 5 20 tot, 
Hiſtory furniſhes us with nothing equal to this account. 5 
1 The quantity of land ende in England: and Wales is 2 
32 millions of acres. The groſs produce of the lame i 16 abo 75 millio 
of pounds fterlihng annually; and the neat rental about 24 millions 
The average annpal groſs produce of the kingdom, ariſing, fe 
and animals, ſtands ny . to the following clans; | 


eee 


Ten millions of acres of wheat, re, &c. at l. per acre b. © 
. Four millions ef acres of hay, clover, &c. at 508, per dowel. 3 9698 
Eight thoufand tons cf hops, at gol. per ion 35 PP. . * 
Oue million of beeyes fattening 20 0, weeks at 18d. Per r week Fuge 1860 2 
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5. MN. 5; + , 7 © 
power tq:relieve. them.? We ſhould be involved in all 
che miſeries that human nature, in a givilized ſtate, is capa- 
ble of undergoing. And from being one of the firſt, moſt 
powerful, and happy nations upon the face” of the eartb, 
we ſhould become one of the loweſt, weakeſt, and moſt 
wretched kingdoms in Europe, And could any man, for 
the ſake of facing the country of theſe bngbears, the "Bible - 
and the - Priefts,F wilh to Tee all this evil come . 
en e * *. — 2 |; ny nope fete 
million of fattening i 3\weeks at 6d. per werk . . 1.950000 
2 n king milk'at 464 week 8,950,090 
is vi T oi als 3.0 Doi 3 3,200,000 


N 


% So OE. ES 


— 


Wool rin e dy . 
Ten millions of lambs, when weaned at 58. per lamb ,. . . 2;500,000 
Two millions of calves at 208. per call 2,000, 
Four millions of pigs at 58. per pig 700, 000 
Fruits and vegetables for 8,000,000 of people. 4,500, % ) 
Poultry, eggs, Kc. Ec. Kc. 4 e „ © py 0 "= 7 ? "Os . © % * 
»The public and priyate charities of London amount to 550,000 
pounds annually'; and the poor - rates of Zngland and Wales altogether, 
make the enormous ſum of 2,200,000 pound a year, beſides all private 
charities and ſunday-ſchools. ©" W N 
lt is a melancholy reflection, that among all the clergy in this 
country, there were not quite 200 who ſacrificed their intereſt to prin- 
ciple in the reign of Queen ELtgABETH. See Gray's Serminoat the 
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Bampton corned 8 © HARLES the Second”s time, howere 5 
there were upwards of 2, 00 clergymen, who facrificed their intereſts 
to principle, beſides a confiderable number of conſcientiogs men, it is 
to be preſumed, Who continued in their places. 
Bigotry and «perſecution generally defeat their ohn purpoſes ! What 


ate. give to the diſſenting intereſt” 


encouragiog, N * 
t 


: img 


| 'The form 


* 
1 * 


I any perſon approves not of religion and its miuiſteri, he 
4 BF: $4 „ 21 gt 1s 
intereſt will reach, This we eall good mana „ prudent for N 
raking * 2 family,” and Ea. dera h un Ga 
very well. But if we are accountable, creatures, and are to exiſt in a 
future ſtate, our preſent trading in Livings and Souls will not yield us 
ſatis faction another day. It is pepe, rank popery, the worſt gart of 
popery, under the higheſt pretenhong to being the moſb pure and reformed 
part of Chriſt's holy. catholic. church. 1 remember an anecdote ap 
poſite to the ſubject in hand. Biſop Burner, in his Charges to * 
Clergy of his Dioceſi, ſhewed. a great deal of diſintereſted integri 


vehemently exclaiming agaioſt p/uralities, as a molt facrilegious ab he 
And, in his firſt viſitation at Salisbury, he urged the authority of St. 
\ BeRnNarp, who, being conſulted by one of his followers, whether he 

might accept of two benefices, replied—A4nd how will you be able % 
ferve them both? I intend, anſwered the prieſt, 0 officiate in one of them 
'by a deputy.—Will your deputy be damned for you too ? cried the ſaint., 

lieve me, you may ſerve your cure by proxy, but you maſt be damned in 
8 ſo affected Mr. KxLSsVY, a pious and worthy 

ergyman then, preſent, that he immediately reſigned the rectory of 
Bemerton in Ber lhre, worth 200 pounds a year, which he held then 
with one of greater value, See Bp. Bux T's Life, by T. Bur- 


NET, Esg. | oy” SOR 

We have obſerved, that all the bulk of church-preferment, in this 
country, is engroſſed by about one zhou/and clergymen, out of the eighteen 
thouſand. I da not pretend to be accurate in this ſtatement ; | but 
I ſhould ſuppoſe it is not far from the truth. Whereas, the emolu- 
ments of the E/fabli/>ment are capable of providing for 10,000 perſons 
in a comfortable way, by aboliſhing phuralities, without 1 the 

preſent order of things. Let every Hiſbop retire within his diocęſs, and 
dwell among his clergy, as a father in his family, Let every Clergyman 
reſide upon his. Living, ſuperintending his people, as a ſhepherd his Hock. 
And let no man be promoted to the fen Livingt in the kingdom, mere- 

ly becauſe he ig related to or conneQed with ſome great perſonage; 

but let the moſt active, uſeful, and laborious miniſters, eſpecially When 
the infirmities of age come on, be accounted worthy of double honour, 
by being rewarded for their extraordinaxy ſervices with the beſt Livipgs” 
& Go. kn "Tong Re; » > 2 PI 
* 


the country affords. a e en 
a plaußble theory, but 


All this, I too well know, is viſionafy, It is 


never will be reduced to practice. If it ſhould+pleaſe. God, however, 


to put an end to the preſent unhappy war, and favour. us - once more 


witk a ſettled ſtate of things, T thank it might be well for che regt 


1 body of the poor Nectors, Icars, and Caurates of the country, to peti 
tion Government to take their diſtreſſed circumdances: 558 


W 


* | ee 
ſideration. If it had no other effect, it would call the-aztenton? of hs 


public to the horrible monopolies of preferments Which prevail, amo 
the Zif-op5 and higher Orders of the clergy. I would recommend 3 
Committees ſhould be formed ia every diftri through Egglandugs 
Wales, io correſpond with a, grand and ſuperintending Commit wm - 
London. Let them inveſtigate the | buſineſs of church-pref@rments | 
thoroogbly, and drag to broad day-light all the great offenders in th 
pretended ſpjrituai- commerce. See a book callee. the eric and 
Grout Hardjnips of the Iaferier Clergy, for ſome ul information. 2 
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is at Perc TIO in this free. country; to dhe ab 
them any attention. He may think and act according to 
his own pleaſure. Why then ſhould any man deſire to ſer 
his native land involved in a deſtruction ſo complete. Be 
aſſured, whenever it comes, it will be promiſcuous.” The 
generation then living will be, in every temporal ſenſe,” at 
leaſt; totally ruined; and no man ſhall be able to extricate 
himſelf from the 'geyeral calamity. In that caſe, and, | 
indeed, in every other poſſible caſe, the Goſpel of Carsr 
affords the only ſure refuge. It is calculated for both 
worlds. The Loxp Gobi ſun and ſhield ; be Loxb 
will give grace and gloty: no gobd thing will be with-boid 
from them that walk uprigbiy. Thoſe that live in the 
entire ſpirit, and 'under the Tull influence of this Divine 

| Religion, have, even now, large enjoyment of its comforts.* 
And. whether we We” cur off 1 © the common 
f cCourſe 


* Turn back to the 26—31, pages of this pamphlet, and conſider 
well the caſes of Lord Russs:, MoraTa, WALKSR, LELAND, 
CLauDs, Hervey, and Rowaint. Inſtead of this ſmall number, 
we could have produced ſome hundreds of charaQers of a, ſimilar kind, 
if it had been conſiſtent with our delign: 7 

Byhop, Bu xx r's declaration alone we will here tranſcribe, as he 
was a man of piety, and of large experience of men, and things, and 
becauſe he deliyers i ir as his laſt dying ſpeech, and the fom of all his 
experience. 

„ FTrue rehig igion, * a Ahe, « jg the perfection of dn LY and 

the joy an 8 of” every one argon * 2 and ſtrong with- 
* ia him. —Of th is 1 . with- the mo and emotion, be- 

A cnuſe I haye felt this the true, and ind ly joy which runs 

4 4 N a man's heart add life, It is that beth has-been for many 


TR ſupport. **1 rejoice daily iir. 1 feel from it the 
WI - Lo 25 pfopreme joy which I pant and long for, 1 any Nee. 
. there it ag Lei can any true 77 happineſs.” 
: N * ira 9 7 ſeen a great of all that is SS 
7 in world. ae fie fe pleaſures of ſenſe 1+did 


IA 3 of State, and the conduct of affairs have 
1 ella . them that is more renz and I was for ſome, 
_—; years deeply i werſec in theſe, but 1 with h hopes of refer eee 
es... world, and of. making. mankind wiſer and. Perm, But F found, 
1 * That which : crooked \efignr be made Arait. 1 ery ug ſelf 
e With knowledge Auch learning g. and that in a grezt var e 
lar not  happineſs.: l cultivacet! friend{hip, But this alſo I ba 
* found was vanfty and vexation of ſpirit, though it bo of Os beſt ? 2 
1 fnobleff ſort.— The . Van 155 vanities, all it vant 55 besides 
* 


te ſeating God, apd kreping his mandments, P. hos W. 
of the Hifo W e 4 N 


eule. 


1 94 11 


Pa. courſe of things, or hurried. out fon * he 
| lence. of wicked men, ſtill we are fully perſuaded it mall 
be well. They 3 deſtroy, but they cannot hurt us. 
They will only ſend us to our incorruptible, undefiled, 22 3 
 unfading inberitance a litle be late rte n 
courſe of nature. or „ 
Tou fee, then, uur Faizubs Aud Courrryuen, M 
is our firm determination to adhere to the Bible, andithe + | 
 tiyths therein contained, at the riſk of eyery thing that is | 
held dear among men. We hays counted the coſt, and 
heſitate not a moment in ſaying," It is our A "ey 40 2 


| Gary to us (han thouſands of gold ; and Hauer. 1 6 ; 


Po I fvenr, and from my ſelemm oh 78 15 e 
%% 
5 % That in Gov's righteous judgments 1 F 
«© Will iedfaltly abide: OED as, 
Fe e e eee 24th 
But makes their value riſe FE. e 
In my eſteem, who pureſt gold CO I” SY 
a bog 1 Sur with thew le. ; of ; 1. — 


Ser, pitying, therefore; and ardently IF for, 2 
the whole generation of thoſe unhappy perſons aqng 

our Countrymen, who hape forſaken.the only younTan, e 
living waters, and hewn out | to4themelves - broken cifterns. | Fe 
that can bold wo water ; with. the FP hord Bacon, Ee #5 
declare, © there. neyer, was found: i in am age of the wor orld. 


either philoſophy,” or ect, or re of lay,, of dilcis. "> 

<- pline, Lich my lo bi ghly. 2 Pg good. "106 © * 3 

« Chriſtian faith. Wien Si Fchas e we "4's 
t aſſume the honoutable Kile of -bri/tian; i i, 


© the religion of our, cquntry, bat- ET hayat 
our tiper years and "confirmed judginent, {{9, a 
c amined all, we find ourſelves obliged by the. pr: . 
Lief grace, and the law of our on feaſoh. to embrace n no 
« Aher name but this, being of the fame belicf our a 
„ Saviou taught, ihe 4poes'dilſeminatedy the Parr aa 25 235 
Tc authorized, and. the Martyrs , confitmed:.. With 
Picus Mizanoula, we reſt in (the "Bible ee as th 

= only book, 3 1s found true oquence: an 2 
an Fry i * om. 9 
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N dom. W . very Nd (84 phos Holz we 
- are. clea 
ee lcarning, wiſdom, and uſe.“ With the 95 


* Ui KE larfgwage of the feraphic Youno'? 


HIS We 95 2 £49” 


WAL * 


of opinion, * there is no bock like the Bible, 


Aebrated Bor IE, we confider it as a © matchlefs volume, 
and believe that-< it is impoſſible we can ſtudy it · roo 
© much, or eſteem it too high!“ With the indompara- 
ble Newrox, we account the  Seriptures of Go to be 
the moſt ſublime philoſophy:”* With Mr roh, we ate 6f 
opinion * there are no ſongs comparable te the ſongs of 
„ Stow, no'orations equal to thoſe of the: ProynaRrrs, and 
{© no politics like thoſe which the Scriptures teich.“ With 
Roussz A, eve ingenuous man may ſay, © I muſt confeſs 
re to yo you, that the majeſty of the Scriptatres aſtoniſhes' me, 


ee and the holineſs of core Evanyelifts (peaks to my heart, 


tc and has ſuch ſtrong and Arikino characters of truth, and 
c is moreover fo perfectly inimitable, that if it had been 
« the invention * men, the inventers would be greater 


= than the greateſt Heroes.“ With the juſtly» Fenowned 


Sei DON before mentioned, after having taken a deliberare 
ſurvey of all the learning among the Ancients, we folemn- 
ly: profeſs, © there is. no book in the univerſe, . upon 
des which we can reſt our ſouls, in a dying moment, but 
c the Bibles? And we therefore boldly declare; before the 
face of all the unbelieving and diſobechent world, in the - 
words of rhe immortal Cnm.vinocworTH—** Propoſe to 
„ me any thing our of the Bible, and require whether I 
* believe it or noggand ſeem it never fo incomprehenſible 
= to hüman teaſoe will fubferibe'ir with hand ant hear: ; 
4c A5 knowing no demonſtration can he ſtronger than this 
t GOD hath_faid ſo, therefore it · is trite.” And may we 
not, finally; exhort and admoniſh the ſceptical reader, in 


. Retire, ind read thy Bible to be gay. x 4 
* There zruths abound of ſoy'reign aid tq peace: 1 2 
% Ah! do not prize them leſs, becaufe. impit' a, 7 
a eie. , are apt and proud to do. 
«« If not inſpired, that pregnant page had f: | 
AY. 4 Time's treafure? "and the wonder df we e | | 
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After theſe FW ER the warmth of. which may PI; 
to need forge apology, you cannot wonder, O wv, Couy- 
TA&YMEN, if'we ſhould treat all your ſtale Cavils, which baue 
been a hundred times repeated, and a thouſand times. con- 
| futed, with the contempt they deſerve, and fay. with the 
| « royal Pſalmiſt (no favourite gf your's by the by, "bur: whom 
| we Believers eſteem one raveſt of warriors, £4 
' limeſt of poets, greateſt of prophets, moſt ſeraphic, of | 
muſicians, and worthieſt of men) be lau of the Lox p 6 
perfett, converting the: ſoul : the teſtimony. of. the Lox D is 
ure, making woe the , ple: the ſtatutes, of the Lon are 
rigbt, rejoicing the beart : the commandment. of the Lon p ia 
pure, enlightening the eyes; the, fear of the Lok is clean, 
enduring for ever : the judgments of tbe Loxb are true and 
rightecus altogether ; more is be defired are they than gold, 
yea than much fine gold: fenerter alſo than Obs. and the . 
choice droppings of the honey- c. 5 
Fou will excuſe the Som of this irc, $62.” be aſ- 
ſured it proceeds from a. heart deeply concerned for the 
welfare of his fellow-men. We wiſh to be happy outſclyes, 
and we wiſh Nu to be partakers of the fame felicity. 
Many of you are endowed with talents of no mean ac- | 
2 We lament the miſapplication of them; Are your 
* perfectly at reſt in your preſent ſtate of mind? And 
do you feel ſatisfied with your future proſpects? Give me 
' leave to anſwer for you, and be not offended if I ay — 
__« No —Far from it —My luſts and paſſions lead me 
( captive] I am a ſlave to evil deſingg!—Of the proper 
© fear of God, which effectually re raineth from ſin, 1 
| * know but little To the genuine love of Gor I am 
1 e an utter ſtranger ;* I ſcarcely. know what it means! | 
| The favour of Gop I have no reaſon to expect, in 
| my preſent ſtate of moral attainments, be the Bible true 
or be it falſe !—With all my pretenſions to virtue, in 
«<< my cooleſt moments, I feel condemned in my own con- 
„ ſcience!—That which I do, I allow not; for what 1 
* weld, that do I not; for what I hate, that E 


My reaſon this, my paſſion that perſuades : | 2 
% I fe the right, and J approve it too, 5 
« Condemn the wrong, and yet the wrong — * 


. 
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ee 0 edit man that. am, who ſhall Swan 3 the 
„ unhappiness L fret 
© mich reaſon to fear 2— I would gladly be a thorough- 

« paced Unbeliever; but for the lite of me, I cannot get 


« clear of the terror of death, the appithenſion of a ay | 


« reckoning, and an unaccountable W of {ome 
c thing terrible to come! 

No, ux COUNTRYMEN I nor. will you ever kad either 
ſolid conſolation in life, or juſt confidence in the hour of 
death, till you ſhake off the chains of thoſe ſins, which have 
viell nigh led you into the gulph of perdition, and obtain 
— in the blood of — Savrous,. of whom, in 


your preſent ſtate of mind, you make ſo little account. 


Turn back into the way of faith and holineſs. It may be 


old-faſhioned, but it is ſafe and honourable. Was it not 
better with you, when you were humble minded, and went. 
after the commandments delivered by the Loxn, than it 


is now? Be. not like the people deſcribed by the weeping 
Prophet :—Thus ſaith ihe Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and 
fee, and aſt for the old paths, Where is ibe good way, and 
walk therein, and ye ſhall find reft for your fouls, — But they 


aid, WE WILL NOT WALK THEREIN;—=Mlſo 1 ſet watch- 


men over you, ſaying, Hearken to the found of the nee 
But they ſaid, WR WII L NOT HEARKEN: 

Laugh not at this, fimple relation, neither deſpiſe the 
warning given. Stop rather for one moment, and conſider 


upon what foundation you are building your future expec- | 


tations. Though you reject Chriſtianity, I ſhould hope, 
you are not fo far gone as to difbelicve a ſtate of future 
rewards and puniſhments, of ſome kind or other.“ Your 


maſter, ToMAS Pains, and, indeed, moſt other Deift, 


profeſs thus much at leaſt. Take then into your {crious 
, conſideration, whether you think your actions, tempers, 
and ſtate of mind ſuch, as will, upon your 0wn principles, 
ſtand the teſt at the great day of account. It can do you 
| "44 no 

0 For the natural and philoſophical arguments in favour of a future 
fate ſee Biſbep BuTLER's Analogy, part 1. Biſhop Pox rgus has 
brought them into a very ſtriking * of view in three diſcourſes 
on the ſubje& in the firſt volume of his Sermons. Dr. CRAavVen too. 
| Profeſſor of Arabic, ard Maſter of St. Jon x's College in Cambridge t as 
publiſhed eight diſcourſes on the evidence of a future ſtare of rewards 


— which are worth the attention of all who have auy 
Aduoubt. 


ently feel, and the miſery 1 have too 
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8 60 rect upon your f Gapnditians to I Fs 
1 for a ſeaſon, and to ſuipect ney be wrong. Con- 


*.£ 1 "p< . 


ider, that you differ eſſentially from ſome vf the greateſt 


3 8 and heſt men chat ever lived. You ftake your. r NA 
e upon the juſtneſs Of at Fe opinion :—an 


opinion, in confutation of which multitudes have ſacrificed 


their lives, and which many of the fitſt characters now 
upon earth would controvert with the laſt drop. of their 
blood! This ſhould ſtagger your confidence. Myriads of 
the moſt learned and moral perſons, of all ranks. and de- 
grees, and of all ſects and eee would this mo- 
ment burn at a ſtake in confirmation of the truth of the 
Bible, and the divine miſſion of Jesus CrnrisT. Are they 
all deecived ? Are you the only wiſe men upon earth! 
And would you this moment hurn at a ſtake in ö of 

.. Chriſt's being an impoſtor t Nothing ſurely but the moſt 
palpable demonſtration in favour of [fidelity ſhould ſuffer 
you to ſleep one night more in your preſent ſtate of ſcepti- 
_cifm and unbelief, If you are miſtaken, Sis! Should you 


be miftaken! The very poſlibulity i is eee to overwhelm | 
the human mind! 


" 11 


4 - a My hopes and ſents \ 83 + "12 
. Start > and o'er life's narrow. verge | A 
IF oy a ren A fathomleſs a byſs.— 

« A dread eternity! how ſurely mine!” 


Everlaſting exiſtence in miſery, -Under the frown and 
diſpleaſure of the beſt BEING in the univerſe, without 
end !—Debarred of light, and the ſociety of happy ſpirits! 

— The aſſociates of loſt ſouls, and miſerable angels, through 
endleſs ag I be lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
one - worm that never dies! — be fire that never ſhall 
be quenched !— Everlaſting puniſhment !—Eternal deſtruction 
from the preſence of the Loxp, and from the glory f bis 
. power | 

We too well know you will make yourſelves merry with 
theſe repreſentations; but you ſhould not laugh where you 
ought to be ſerious ; vaunt where you ſhould tremble; 
or ſneer where you ſhould argue. In theſe reſpects you> 
are unqueſtionably to blame. "If any thing in nature is of 


— 2 
* 


LL 


| to che merry 
«ys; God is fefious, þ ou. 
e tience towards us; — ferichl, — n 


den Carr we laugh and be ſoolim?“ We believe theſe 


| therewith. Now, as pain and miſery are permitted here, 


— t.! ¶ R an, # 4 > . A Q©S 


Ne Bible of dthrijf 


"Cn 


rtance,. it is 1 3 
which: never dies,“ and attain 
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7 for” us; the HorY Guogr is ſerious, when he 
« ſtriveth with us; the hae creation is ſerious in ferving 
„God and us q they are ſerious in hell and in eaten; 


denuneiations of $tripture to be the words of eternal truch; 
and till yo have 'demonſfroted them to be certainly falſe, 
pou afe not wiſe to treat them with diſregard. Fou know 
hat pain of body is, and you are no ſtranger to a greater 
of leſt degree of uncaſineſs of mind. Experience, there- 
fore, ber us, that we art of ſuch uncomfortable 
ſenſations. The goodneſs of Gop is not of that nature to 
prevent human miſery. The preſent ſtate largely abounds. 


ie is not improbable but they will be the fame in the future 
ſtate of exiſtence. When only your head, or tooth aches; 
ken the gout, ſtone, or gravel; ſeize you; or when a 
burning fever makes your moiſture like the dronght in 
fummer ; do you then deſpiſe pain and anguiſh? We 


have deen to that When Marr the” mrs was 
6 7 | ſeized © 


e e r 1 dare ner. | 

Eee that he r ts gg in che 

time, though y of a peculiar ca one may 

jigs Rom bs tees pronomec nced in the National. of Fraxce on 
N 14th of, Jananry, 1 79m, concerning the civil Conflitution-of 22 

be 4 certainiy a iever in the Coteus of mankind, and a 
werfat advocate for re Chriftianity. It is · probable, — 
would have carried it no further than a ſort of, pure ſyſtem of. moral 
philoſophy, Let his ſentiments, however, have „ what they may, in 
the latter part of his life, it is certain he was a'moſt daring, and impu- 
dent Arbei ſome time before. This is evident from the work that he 

publiſned, entitled; #be Syfem of Naturr, which Dr. PRIAer Tx —— | 

Mia ae ri 


fellow, with” rare abilities! 
Speaking of this extraordi us brings to my mind a 


able Paper, eie. ne ge 
month of October, 1764! on de Gf of U Fee d Free 
Nation, o 


r 


-*_% 


4. 12 r 1 | * 100 ] 4 Bos | 
- "ſeized with his laſt illneſs, he found himſelf ſo diſtreſ 
Dksged, that he deſired his Phfcian to diſpatch him by poison 
His voice having failed him, he wrote, «Would; you 
e think” that the ſenſation of death proves ſo painful?“ 
His ſpeech having returned, he ſaid, „My pains: are 
c inſupportable. I have ad age of ſtrength, but not x 
moment of courage. A convulſion enſued, It was 

_ followed by a loud ſercam and he expire. 
Thus, you fee, how this famous Frexch hero roared out 
undder the anguiſh of his diſorder. While he was in health 
+: he might, probably, be as full of courage as you now feel; 
When the hand of Gob comes to be upon the ſtouteſt of 
us, we are ſoon taught, that all our boaſted ſtrength iz 
perfect weakneſs, and all our vaunted courage perfect 
cowardice. We may be permitted for a time to carry on 
the war againſt Gov and his CyrisT but it will not do. 
A ſick bed, or a dying pillow, will, in all likelihood; bring us 
do our ſenſes.“ Or ſhould theſe be ſo unfortunate as to fl 
* 1 Nenn Ir. N ee | 4 


111 1 , 5 


, {ppt Hr of, ER 1 210 ar 8 nw £ « 2 I N ö 
I y applicable to the preſent ſtate of Zurops, that one can ſcarcely conſidet 
AI, as any other than prophetic. The cloſe runs thus 
The 'parhaments' of France are obliged to conceal the ſtrong 
_* fpirit'of liberty with which they are enflamed under the mafk of Joyal- 
ty, and of attachment to the | monarchy. They remonſtrate with 
. + 1: ©. force and elevation againſt every meaſure that tends to the prejudice 
: _ 4 of the provinces they protect. They can go; no further ; but they 
„ await = moment to ſtrike the blow that ſhall joy. the fabric of 
-_ « deſpotiſm in ruins. When this blow iy-ftruck, the effects of it wil 
be equal to thoſe'of magie. The corage will be put on à level with 
. the palace; me peaſant with the prince. Ranks ſhall be confounded; 
titles, diſtinctions, and birth, ſhall tumble into an undiſtinguiſhed heap 
of conſuſion. A new moral creation ſhall ſtrike the vie gf an 
* admiring univerſe ; and France, like old Rome, in her firſt. flights to 
empire, ſhall appear with the ſceptre of univerſal dominion bourgeon- 
ing in her hands. Out of univerſal confuſon, order ſhall ariſe: 
the Great af nature's creating will aſſume their places; and the Great 
1 bby title and accident, will drop deſpiſed into the common maſs of 
4 the people. & v1 Ai e ov: * 7 950 
4 more ektrabrdinary inſtance of impenitency I have not read, 
than that of a WII IIA WILLIaus, who died in the pariſh. of 
Tarvin near Cheſter in April 1791, and was buried at Great Acton Church 
near Nantwich by the Rev. Mr. WIL son. If my information 1 
right, and T have no reaſon to call it in queſtion, but from the hornble- 
— of it, this unhappy man had been extremely wicked all his lite. 
When he drew near his end, being about 70 years of age, he determined 
to make his will, and leave all he had from his wife and children, alledg- 
| Ing that the latter were none of his, But though he bade fifty pound 
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a day of judgment will aſuredly do the buſineſs, which | 


: 


R * 7 

He 3 - Us 2 N — fc To die,—to leep j— : 5 Aug 
. + To ſleep! perchance to dream I ay, there's the rub ß; 
For in that fleep of death what dreams may come, 3 77 

When we have ſhuffled off this mortal cop. 


Mat zire paſt,” .. 
My 2 


: FT 2 A 1 7 N 2 8 
If man is a reaſonable. creature, there is an 


tion. A moral GovERNOUR mf deal with mar al agents 


— an - 
G 2 ei nde according 


b ＋ | 7 E 2 F ; 1 5 e i” : 15 15 nds 2 2h rn n 
45 a reward, no perſons could be found who would ſigu 2s witneſſes; 
deſired, when be died, that à pair of clog ſhoes, ſhould be put into his 
coſfin, that he might pound - devils and damned -fouls with them in hell. 
Being reproved for his ſwearing and wickedneſs, he told thoſp:who 


reproved him, that he neither regarded them, nor their xe Cad; he 


would curſe and ſwear fo tong as he had breath. —He did f6.—He 
ordered his body to.be drawn in his own cart to be buried, —lt was 
ſo.—He charged that five ſhillings ſhould be ſpent at every public 
houſe on the road. —Some of it was ſo.—He. deſired he might be laid 


at the corner of the churchyard next the public houſe, that he. might 
have the pleaſure of heating the company there_curſe and ſwear.—He, 


moreover, requeſted, that every one of his companions would drink a 
health ſtanding upon his grave after it was filled up. — They did fo; 
and content to drink and make merry over his grave, for near two 
hours after the interment. 


- * 


This ſhews us there are gaſes. io be met with, of perſons} who te fo | 


hardened in their fin, and fo totally given up of God, that neither ſick- 
neſs nor death can make any impreſſion upon them. I remember one of 
this unhappy deſcription in the county of Efex, whom ,I- both. viditedt 
during his illneſs, and interred after he was dead. He was a clever 
fellow, and of a good family, but ſo totally depraved, that when one of 
his bottle companions wrote to inform him, that he wal about to die 
and go to hell, and deſired to know 'What placer he ſhould beſpeak for 
him there: He ſat down, and gave him for reply, that he did nat care 
where it was, if there was only "brandy. and rum enough. Thus he 
lived—and, ſoon after this, died a martyr * N liquors curſing 
and blaſpheming, notwithſtanding all that could be done to bring him 
to a better mind. Being poſſeſſed of two bank; bills of the-yalue of ten 
pounds each, Which was all tbe little property he bad left:“ Now,” 
ſaid he to a perſon who ſtood by, when I have ſpent theſe its brandy 
« and rum, I ſhall be contented to die and go to hell!“ He funk, 
however, before they were expended, and left juſt enough to bury him. 
Theſe are ſhocking inſtances of obduration,' whieh ſeem to vie with 
Praraon himſelf, and ought to warn every man how he trifles with 


the convictions of bis own mind, and cauſes the Sy1nrT-of Gop 


0 withdraw from him. 


And if there is an Hereafter, it must be a ſtate of reeribu- 
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„ He 
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moteneſ, magnitude, or minuteneſs, A 

_ "mature of the very pebbles. on which he treads, vnacquaint- 
ed, or but very obſcurely informed by his natural facuſtic 
74 of his condition after death; it is wonderful that e 

ſioch as this, ſhould reluctantly receive, or faſtidiouſly-te 


| faying too much, that he ſhould haſtily; and negli 
and trium 
never had. condeſcended to inſtruct the race of man. | 
might properly have been expected, that a rational being 


— 1 
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requires it. I ſwear by the ETERNAL, thete- 
* all the 8 5 Scripture ſhall have thei 


Fran mag if you prevent it not 
8 ous” and equitable Ply F 


ely is a very aſtoniſhing confideration, that a be. 
ing ſuch is man, placed on à ſmall globe of earth in 4 
AMitle corner of the univerſe, - cut off from all-communi- 

*eation with the other ſyſtems, which are diſperſed 'through 
_-»ithe 4mmenſity of ſpace, impriſoned, as it were, on the 
. ſpot where he happens to be , almoſt ry ignorant 
of the, variety. of Tpiritual exiſtences, anc greatly Elrcun: 


- ſcribed in his. knowledge of material things, by their'se- 
ranger to "the 


je& the inſtruction of the Erzxnar GOD! Or, if 


= 


conclude, that the SurnEME 


ſo circum would have ſedulovſly inquired into 

ſubject of ſuch vaſt importance; that he would not han 

Ws (+ himſelf to have been diverted from the javeſtig: 

- . tion, by the purſuits of wealth, or honour,' or any tem. 

pon concern; much leſs by notions taken up without a 

Tention, arguments admitted without examination, or pre 

— imbibed in early youth from the profane. ridicul 
or impious jeſtings, of ſenſual and immoral men.? 

It is cuſtomary with you Gentlemen, who reject thi 
|” Seviptures, to to conſider every | believer of them as red 
nnd Saen, f I youre recommend you haven, to ful 

8 | 


- * Bi Warren's „bee Deen yol 
N is taken, with ſome g 


"+ Let the mere GG: rational, and inquiſitive Dai, who is in yu 
fuit of moral and religious truth, and wiſhes to have his mind ſatubs 
in the great OI . concern human n have 


* 
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 phical, nor more inquiſitive than large 


 W-F- 


you form a. fin; —Do y. 
that a man, who believes in Gob, that he 1s 
and Gevernour,of the world, and a Rewarder of them t 
diligently ſeek; him: — that a man who embraces the Goſh? - 


Creator 


e letter and ſpirit of it, is a weak and deſpicable - 
character? Can you, in the ſober fear of Gov, eſteem -gll | 
the great men among Chr:tians to have been 1 · 
and deluded perſons t and that Tomas Pains and ytr- 


elves are the only men upon earth, who have found out . 
the true wiſdom d. Is it probable, . that men of your de- 
{cription, who, in general, haye never turned ygut thoughts 


ſeriouſſy and conſcientiouſiy that way, and D are neither 
more moral, more ſenſible, more leatged, more” philoſo- 
e numbers of 


< 


tians are found to be, ſhould have made the wonderful-diſ- 


covery, that Religion is all a cheat, and the Bible a ridi- _ 


culous -tale; trumpt up by the _Prieffs, to delude and 


amuſe mankind, while many of our great philoſoptucal | 
characters of all profeſſions, make it the ſtudy of their 


lives to comply with. the former, and ſpend a conſiderable 


proportion of their time in the inveſtigation of the latter? 
And then, it is of no little impertance to aſk, Daes your . 


Unbelief make you more moral, pure, chaſte, temperate, 
humble, modeſt, thankful; happy? Are Tow more amiable . 
in your manners than we Christians uſually are, better maſ- 
tors, ſervants, huſbands, wives, children, friends, neigh- 


bours ?- 


Beſides, uy CounTaymen, (permit me to ſpeakiplain- _ 
ly) are not you the moſt ungra 


ip that you have derived the whole of your. preſent pecu- 


„ information, or philoſophy, S 22 Fau.. 


and then make uſe of that. light, information, or philoſophy, 
| ma 18 N 4 


liar 50 | 
will) from the writings. of the Od an 


Ds. Cianks's Book on the Truth and Certainty of the Chrifias Reli- 


tien; and then let him ſay, whether all who believe in the Saviour of 
the world, are weak and, credulous perſons. Perhaps a, piece of. 
more rational and concluſive argumentation was never preſented to the, 


conkderation of mankind, =» ; 


as 1 of, mercy, and. condudts himſelf" accord- = 


ing to 


teful of all human Beings, : 


* = 
— 3 
a 


bend your eenſures, and to reconſider the matter, before. 
0 Do you ſenouſly N chen. | 
then that . 
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to diſcredit. thoſe Wrikings and to Wer then ridiculous! pur 
_ among: mankind ? If we want to'ktiow what pure nature inte 
can teach, we muſt divelt * gurſeſwes 'of all our preſeng 
ideas, cdlected from the writings of the Sacred Code; an 
learn our religion from the Pagan page alone. The ne 
eminent of them, however, ſaw and Janiented e 
ä of, "What you, now fo faſtidiouſly rejecrs” * * K 1 


« pure Pr ar how had thy chaſte ſpirit bare : 
8 e A faith ſo ftted to thy moral ſenſe : 
© . * What hadft thou felt, to ſee the fair romance | * 
= Of high imagination, the bright dreani © Mo N 1 
8 Of thy pore fancy more than realiz'd ! SECT eee 
O ſweet enthuſiaſt !* thou hadſt bleſs'd a ſcheme . 50. 
- « Fair, good, and perfect. How had thy rapt foul | | | 
ve Caught fire, and burnt with'a diviner flame !- N 
For ev'n thy fair idea ne%er conceivd ee 
| « Such plenitude of love, ſuch cn png bliſs, | 
« As Durr made vine to ſei N 


e 


| Excellence of compolition we know. may be produced.” 

n great abundance, from the works of theſe ancient Heas. 
1 but we call upon you to ſhew us any thing fit 4 5 
be compared with various of the compoſitions contained 
in the Bible. Tou have no Hiſtory ſo ancient, ſo import | 
ant, ſo inſtructive, ſo entertaining, ſo well written ;* no 
Poetry ſo ſublime; no Eloquence ſo noble and perſuaſive; 
no Proverbs ſo laconic, ſo divine, ſo uſeful; no Morley ſo 
; Y * 0 2 * * e M N 


One of the fineſt and moſt 1 important paſſages in all Heathen anti- 
21 1 that of PLA ro, where he introduces Sock ars ſpeaking of 
ſome divine teacher of whom he was in expectation, and of the miſt 
which js naturally upon the mind of man, which was to be removed by 
that teacher. “ He is one,” ſays SockAT Es, * who has now a, 
* concern-for us.“: He is a perſon that has, a wonderful readineſs 
„and willingneſs to take away. the miſt from the mind of man, and 
to enable us to diſtinguiſh rightly between good and evil.“ See his 
ſecond. ALC1BIADES, ; : > 

Biß Hai ſays, I durſt appeal to the judgment of a car 
<< reader (let him not be prejudiced) that there is no hiſtory ſo pleaſant, - 
“as the ſacred ; for ſhould we even ſet aſide the majeſty of the Inditer, 
% none can compare with it for magnificence, and the antiquity. of the 
«© matter; the ſweetneſs of . ; ane the —_ * vols me- 
8 * morable occurrences.” e 


ä 
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1 world ſo rational. We challenge you., yr 
Covxrxruex, we dare you to come forward, new us "il 
any thing of equal excellence in all the authors of A * 
quity, or among all the ſtores of modern refinementet 
You ought then to be aſhamed of your conduct, in treat» | 
ing with ſuch indignity and ſbvereign contempt, WO K 
which were never excelled, never equallec; and which, it 
is probable, you! have never given yourſelyes' time 
iboroughly to underſtand. Four conduct herein is ex- 
tremely culpable, and what cannot be juſtified, cher on 
the principles of * or Phil gp. Any: 1 p - 
ſeſſed of one grain of modeſty, and graticude- to heaven, 
could not - - hel ſeeing the impropriety of it. A timely-- 
attention to one of SoLowoNw's i might do all ſuch - 
| perſons everlaſting 7 t—Tudgments are prepared for 
corners, and ftripes for tbe back , fools, How. different 

are the opinions of your Maſter Tromas'Parng, and, Sir 
WiLLiam Jowgs, concerning the Sacred. Writings ?. The 


former, who has betrayed the moſt palpable ignorance, 
ſays all manner of evil againſt them; while the latter, who 


was an all- accompliſhed ſcholar,” ſeems at a loſs how ſuf- 
ficiently to expreſs the ſenſe he had of their importance. 
„ have regularly and attentively read the” Holy Serip-" 
* tures,” ſays this great Lawyer, e and am of opinion, this 
volume, independent of its divine origin, contains more 
« ſublimity-and beauty, more "Paine morality,” more im- 
beg 7 rer 


| 


If any perſon, who takes up this pamphlet, withes to be informed 
where wi may find the literary beauties of Holy Scripture pointed out 
to him, let him know, that Bow LE on the S:ile of Scripture—BL AC K 
WALL's Sacred Claſſics—and Biſhop LowTn's Prælectiones, are alt very 
valuable in this way. Hz AvZT's Works contain many beautiful ſpe - 
cimens of ſacred criticiſm. —$M1TH's LonGixnuUs—BLalr's Lecturer 

, >RoutLIN's Belles Lettres—Wz aLld's Chriſtian Orator and the 
ſecond volume of the Adventurer—all contain ſeveral good illuſtrations. 
Some inſtances of the ſame kind will be met with in the Spec ator and 
Guardian.—Many of theſe illuſtrations of the beauties of Scripture are 
collected into one view in the ſecond vol. of SIMPSON" 8 Facrtd L ere 
ture, 

t Tnou as Paint, by wy of . his wit, calls sol oon « 
Proverbs 5. but, ifs W 


* 1 
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y and clo- 


Lox W e and finer trains of 1} 


% quence, than can be collected from all 'other books, 


Mos 0 in work language or age they muy have” been 28 
cc ” | | 

32 And is it not ſtrange, that theſe contemptible writers, 

Thomas Pains affects to conſider them, od FH 

| all mankind in every ſort of compoſition? 
If then, my CounTRYMEN, you. find yourſelves ines 
ble of receiving the Bible as a written by 0 0 
for the inſtruction and ſalvation of mankind, you” will « 


yourſelves a very ſerious injury by exploding it in 0 | 


other point of view. Read it, at lealt, if it is only 


collection of compoſitions more ancient, more pf wig | 


more excellent, more entertaining, and more important, 
than any other extant. This is a merit you m 


a book, which claims 


Me have known others, who have read it to raiſe and ſub» 


lime their minds. Some read it for its hiſtory, ſome ſor 


its poetry, ſome for. its eloquence, ſome for its morality, 
ſore for its maxims, ſome for its ſublime views of the 
Svuyzzme Bzixo, ſome for the inimitable examples it 
affords us of virtue and vice. Be it then true or falſe, 


as a ſyſtem of Divine Revelation, let it have its due praiſe, 
and bold the rank among books to which it is ſe juſtly 


entitled. Give every author the honour dur unto him; 
| 20 2 with aur great epic Bard. 


— Vet not the more 
pe « Ceaſe I to wander, where the Muſes haynt p 
; Pg 
1 The IP of ccmpeſition to be met with in the Sacred ri 
are beyond all praiſe. It is a negle& unpardonable in claſſical ſch 
that they are not read there, as the ſtandard of good taſte, and of fine 
writing, as well as of ſound morals and religion.—If they abcund with 


ſuch numerous ſpecimens cf noble compoſition 1 in the moſt literal of all 
tarſlatior 5. hat muſt they | be in the original? 


/ 


allow 
it to poſleſs, if your mind is eyer ſo little improved in 
literary attainments. HY if this is not your ſituation, 
you are ill qualified to judge of the truth or falſehood of 
pm on from heaven, We have 
known ſeveral good ſcholars who uſed to read the Sacred 
Ode, as we eſteem it, merely as a book of entertainment. 


«« Clear ſpring, or thady,grove, br ſunny bill, - 


| «+ Smit ith the love of ſacred ſong ; but chief 


ah by 54a $8. Jer 
7 N 


That waſh thy hallo d feet, and warbling flow, 
Nm,, i. 


1 


F 
This book, which you are unhappy envugh to deſpiſe,” 
abounds, we have alrrady obſeryed, with all the various 
beauties of the Greek and Roman claſſics, and in a much 
higher degree of perfection. It conſiſts, not merely of a * 
collection of chapters, and verſes,” and diſtin apheriſms 


on trivial ſubjects, as too many are apt to conceive; but 


is, as it were, one grand Epic compoſition, forming ſixt7 
ſix books, of unequal lengths, and various importance. 
As the ſun, moon, planets, and comets, make one' ſyſtem, 


and are each of them neceflary to the harmony 'of the 


whole; ſo the different books of the Sacred Code, though 


{cparately confidered, and taken out of their connection, 


and complicated 1yſtem, they are all neceſſary, uſeful, or 


convenient to the 


may appear 15 yet as parts of one large 
the time is longer t 


rfection of the whole. And though 


n is uſually admitted in compoſitions 


of the Epic kind, its beginning * MO the birth, and 
el 


yet it ſhould be 


its end with the cloſe of Nature i 


remembered, that eyen this circumſtance is perfeftly con- 


ſiſtent with the reſt of the adorable plan; a thouſand years 
being with the Lok p as one day, and one day as a thouſand 
years. The Aion of jt too, is one, entire, and the great- 
t that can be conceived, All the Beings in the univerſe, 


of which. we have any yr ty are concerned in the 
to 


Drama.“ The deſign of it is to diſplay the perfections 


of the adorable Creator ; to reſcue the human race from 


total miſery and ruin; and to form us, by example, to 
glory, honour, and immortality. The Epic opens in a 
mild and calm ſublimity, with the creation of the world 


itſelf; It is carried on with an aſtoniſhing variety of in- 


cidents, and unparalleled ſimplicity and majeſty of lan- 
guage, The leaſt and moſt trivial epiſodes, or under- 


» See Daypux's E/ays on the Belles Lettres. 
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rfe&, or ſo convenient, that no others can be imagined 


more ſuitable to the place in which they are. And it 
cloſes with a book, or, to keep up the figure, with a ſcene, 
the moſt ſolemn, majeſtic, and ſublime; that ever Was 


| compoſed by any author, ſacred or profane. 


t The human mind,” faith one of the beſt of judges, 5 


by can conceive nothing more elevated, more grand, more 


* glowing, more beautiful, and more elegant, chan what 
* we meet with in the Sacred Writings of the Hebrew 
ie bards. The almoſt ineffable ſublimity of the ſubjects 


e they treat upon is fully equalled by the energy of the 


« language, and the dignity. of the ſtyle. Some of 


* theſe writings too, exceed in antiquity the fabulous ages 


« of Greece, as much as in ſublimity they are ſuperior 
* to the moſt "finiſhed productions of that celebrated 


« ple.“ Moss, for iaſtance, ſtands unrivalled: by the 
beſt of them both as a Poet, Orators and Hiftorian: 


David as a Poet and Muaſician: Solomon as a Moral, 5 


Naturaliſt, and Paſtoral writer: IEREMIAA, EZEKIEL, _ 


Nanuu, Jol, and ſome other of the Minor Prophets 
as Orators, or Poets, or both: Homzr and Vix H muſt 
yield the palm to Jos for true ſublime: IsaIAH excels all 
the world in almoſt every kind of compoſition : the four 
Evaugeliſi are eminent as Orators and * Hiſtorians : Sr. 
PerTtr and ST. a ST. Luxs and Sr. Joux, as 
authors of no ordinary rank; and ST. PauL as the moſt 
ſublime of Writers and eloquent of Orators. All theſe 
eulogiums upon the ſacred penmen, are ſpoken of them 
merely as Authors, without the ſmalleſt” view to their 


higher order as inſpired writers, and meſſengers of the 
Loxd of Hoſts. If this laſt conſideration de taken into 
the account, and added to the former, what an all- import- 


ant book muſt the Bible be? what a bleſſing to mankind ? 
| Language. cannot expreſs the value of 1 it. If the exhor- 


a N pation: 


* Lowth's PraleQiones, 


actions, a are interwoven in it, are parts either necefs | 
fary, or convenient, to forward the main deſigu: either 
ſo neceſſary, that without them the work muſt be im- 


— 1 an —_—— b OY > 


| 8... 4: 3 
tation 4 a late noble abe as improperly applied to the 
| Grecian bard; were applied to this ineſtimable volume, it 
would be uſed withe- the” ſtricteſt Propriety and e 


* Read Goy- 8 yh itn and yoo can read vo more 


17 


For all books elſe appear ſo meay, ſo poor, 
«« Verſe will ſeem-proſe : but ftill perfiſt to read, 


« And Gob 's Word will be al the books you need. 


In ſhore, 1 Canrnraruts; the Bille bounds with 8 
calt variety öf matter, a confuſed: magnificence above i 
order; and is the fitteſt book in the world. to be the 


{tandard of doctrines, and the model of good writing. We 
cefy all the Sans of Infidelity to ſhew us, any thing like it, 
or ſecond to it. Where will you meet with ſuch a number 
of inſtructive Proverbfervent Prayers—ſublime Songs— 


beacficent © Miracles—appoſite * Parables—infallible' Pro- 
phecies*—affeEtionare Epiſtles eloquent Orationg—inſtruc- 
tive Hiftofies—pure Laws—rich Promiſes a ful Denuncia- 


lions—uſctul Enſamples, as are ſet ore us in this richly- 


| fraught magazine of all true excellence in matter and com- 
poſition, the Holy Bible? We may lay 9 e 
| another occaſion, 


Hons Romani dera, celle, Grain | 
And 


„A valuable Correſpondent, Geaking of the 3 feriptures, ex» 


preſſes himſelf in the following - manner :—** Next to Aſtronomy, few . 


% ſubjects expand the human mind more, than the view, which pro- 


*« phecy opens to us of the government of the GA EAT Kino. To 


« ſee the vaſt maſs of materials, kingdoms, and centuries, in motion, 
only to the accompliſhment of his purpoſes : To ſee refractory man 
employed to preſerve the harmony of his deſigns; and the diſorderly 
«« paſſions, while apparently working ſolely in their own narrow circle, 
* 1gnorantly advancing the fulfilment of his determinations ! 'This is 
a ſtudy delightfully intereſting, "and which, in common with the 


« contemplation of all the GREAT CRZATOR's doings, elevates the 


mind above the oppreſſion of human cares and ſorrows, and ſeems to 


« leave her in that ſerenity of admiration,” which one may progres N 
of 


= i foretaſte of part of the enjoyment and an 
angels. 

* Let both the Greek: __ Reman authors yield the palm to the 
Sacred Writers. 


4%. 
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| And 8 to the Gentleman, ts Scholar, Jad the ta 
9 Phileſe ben as well as to the illiterate Chrofion, the daily 
* tual of the Bible, with infinitely greater propriety, than 
» Fee Hives 0d hs the Rn e . 
Grecian models : *. 2 8 | 


 Nodlurnz verfaze man, veſts Gary | 


There i is another circumſlance, MY d 3 
| 15 leave to ſubmit to your conſideration, which is, that 
though there are ſeveral of your unheltrving brethren, who 
are men of confiderable natural abilitics, of ſome learning, 
and of decent morals, yet there are not a few. among pou, 

_ —_— us, who are profane and debauched in no ſmall 
degree; and who, therefore, are not capable of — 
reaſoned with upon any religious topic whatever. Theſe 

are a diſgrace to any caufe. And the mote zealouſly they, 
 avow their party the lets honourable it is to that party. Such, 
men are little raiſed above the brutes that periſh, being. 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. Let them but eat, drink, ſleep, 
and indulge the baſeſt paſſions of the human frame; they. 
aſk no more, they look no higher. To intellectual and 
refined enjoyments they are ſtrangers. Of literary gratiſi- 
cations they know little. For moral and religious pleaſures, 
they have na taſte. Immortal expectations, which exalt 
and enoble the mind of man, they are willing to forgo. 
The language of their ſenſual ſouls, which are brutalized: 
with indulgence, is no other than that of the ancient Epi- 
cureans —Ler us cat and drin, for to-morrow we die. 
And did they die to-morrow, the public would have no, 
great loſs of them : could they make good their hopes, 
that death is an eternal ceſſation from ſenſibility, they heh 
| felves would ſuſtain no material inconvenience. The 
they can expect, is, to ceafe to be: a conſummation, for 
ſuch characters, devoutly to be wiſhed !: : 
| by re pox 2 men, however, who make the gs greateſt 
noiſe, and moſt violently oppoſe the Religion o ON. 
ol Gop and the Sacred Wrilings ! 4 er * , 
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+ Pead therein by Fa meditate by night, 
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ſuch men are-Infidels; and avow their Unbelzef in the face 
of the world May every unreaſonable and rmmoral man do | 


the fame! 


After all, uv CoonTryugn, if every. thing befides/in 
theſe papers ſhall We wer by .yo1y, let the ſeveral ex- 
amples herein recorded have their due weight upon your 


minds. If there is importance in any thing, it is uſually 
to be found in the ſentiments and behaviour of men, when 


they draw near the eloſe of their carthly exiſtence. 
« Men may le fools ; but fools they cannot die.” | 


draws nigh. We may brave it out againſt death. We may 
{t at defiance all che threats of heaven. But, ſally, we 
diſcover certain fymptoms, even here, of what our . 
deſtiny is like to be. Fear, horror, indifference, hope. 
truſt, faith, reliance, joy, will all more or leſs prevail, ac- 
cording as the ſtate of ofir minds ſhall: be, in - thoſe 


_ © folema- moments, when death is making his approach. So 
it was in the ſeveral caſes we have recorded in theſe pages. 
| And the time is nat at any great diſtance when we too, 


mult bear our final teſtimony 3 when the ſcene of life ſhall 
cloſe ; and our eternal Rate commence. If fo, -- - 
* "ve" Nothing is worth a thooght beneath. 
| ut how we may eſcape the death, 2 
FTbat never, never die e 
% How make our own election ſure, 
„ And, when we fail on earth, ſecure 
« A manſion in the ies.” | 


They had their Elyfum and Tartarns as we our Heaven 
and Hell. Nor was there ever any religibus inſtitution, 
which held not out promiſes of reward to the obe- 
dient, and threatenings of puniſhment to the diſobr- 
dient. Indeed, every government, whether human or di- 

k „ | vine, 


i 


honour de that Religion, and thoſe Writing, that / 
t 


| We may, indeed, be hardened in our ſins, when that event 


Ik you are hardy enough to rejec̃t the. ſcripcural repreſen- , 
. rations of future miſery, give credit, at leaſt, to your own _ 
bible, the writings of the moſt reſpectable of the Heat hen. 


"ae > [ 112 = 
N bins: maſt nxraatly: and neceflaiily. 45 it, 93 is an 
endꝭito all order. Every law muſt have its ſanſtion Ac- 
cotdingly, we find Hows, PlA Tro, VINCI ochers, 
have fad every thing that is horrible concerning Ihe future 
miſery of loſt ſouls. Our great EMelisn Dru Who 
1 ds 9 from their writings; ſhall ſpeak chic 8 
45 #5, bst to dh, sede bane 5 „ 
WT To lie in cold obſtruction, and to rot: 3 
* This ſenſible warm motion to become 
A Hneaded clod; "and the delighted hüt, e TE oct 
* To bathe in fiery floods, or to refide ANG THE 
In thrilling regions of tick · ribbed iee 5.” | 
o be impriſon'd in the viewlefs AC: r 77 
3 And blown with reſlleſs violence round about | «BP 
Vas The pendant world; or to be worſe than worlf | 
ot thoſe, that lawleſs and incertain thoughts 
imagine howling :. 'Tis tos horrible ! | 
The wearieſt and moſt loathed worldly life, 
« That age, ache, penury, impriſonment. 
Can lay om nature, is à paradiſe Na 
en wh; ber ef . po To 3 1 35. 5 


If this, or any thing like this, is to be the burtbe dellüy 


of a certain claſs of our fellow- creatures, we ſhall in - 


little by rejecting the Goſpel repreſentations.” We be 
extremely unwiſe to ſuffer our probationary; period to paſs 
away unimproved. If our race be indeed in a tate of 


moral ruin; if the ALMIiGHTy hath deviſed means for our 


recovery ; if, among other am woe he . hath ſent a 
perſon higher than the Mane to be our ReDeemes IT 
Ve 


* 


* The reader will find an account of the rewards of the ri ghteous, 
and the puniſhments of the wicked, in Home &'s fourth and — . 


books of his Odyſſey ; in PLaTO's Phedon, or Dialogue on the g I 


, #f the foul; and in the fixth book of VIAOIT's atis. | 
'+ For a very clear and farisfaftory defence of the doQrine of re- 


demption by, Jesus Cyr 15T ſee the firſt vol. of Biſbop Pon rEUs's Ser- 


0x5, diſcourſe the tenth, and vol. 2. diſcourſes the ſecond and third; 
and that he is the real and proper Sox of Gop ſee the 14th diſcourſe 
ft the ſame volume. The reader who remains unconvinced pour con- 


* ET 
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„ . 

we ſball be ſtrangely wanting to ourſelves, if we trrat 

this glorious perſon, and the doctrines of ſalvation he hath 
taught, with neglect or contempt, At all events, therefore, 
let us examine well the hes upon Which, we. ſtand. 
Negligence, in ſuch a, cauſe; is nearly as culpable as con- 
tempt. And be it never forgotten, that, on every ſyſtem, 
a ſtrictiy moral, and religious conduct, is the duty, the 
intereſt, che; felicity of all reaſonable Beings, What an 
idiot mult that man be, Who rejects his Sa viouk, his 
Bible, and all his immortal expectations, becauſe of ſome 
chronological, genealogical, or geographical difficulties in 
the records of his ſalvation, which he cannot reconcile to 
the full ſatisfaction of his mind? 1 had almoſt ſaid, if the 

Bible were as full of blunders, contradictions, and abſurd- 
ities, as the Koran of MaHOMET, yer might Jesvs be 
a prophet ſet from Gon.” The reality of his miſſion does 
by no means depend upon the validity of the Scriptures,* “ 
though the Scriptures ate as genuine and authentic as if 


all depended upon them. 


Be wiſe, therefore, my CounTRYMeNn, to know the 
time of your viſitation, Make the moſt of your little ſpan 
of life. Seek- Truth with modeſty and humility, with 
patience and perſeverance, and follow whereſoever it 2 


ſidering the variqus arguments advanced by the above learned and 
amiable P relate will probably refiſt every thing that can be ſaid by any 
other writer. If, however, he is deſirous of ſeeing the matter fairly 
argued between Chriftianity and Drin, let him have recqurſe to a 
volutne of Sermons preached at the Temple Church by Biſhop Su t RLG. 
I myſelf remember this book to have convinced a determined Deiſt; 
wha is now an eminent inſtrument in the hands of Providence for the 
converſion of others. I would, therefore, to all ſuch uſe the words of 
AvGusrine—Tolle et lege; tolle et lege. 

* If we have any doubts concerning the truth of the Geſpel of 
Cunts, it would be but fair to examine carefully all the other reli- 
gions that now are; or that ever were, in the world, and compare them 
impartially—not with Chriſtiauiry as eſtabliſhed if) the ſeveral countries 
of Europe—but—with the pure, unttthred Gaz, as taught by our 
SAVIOUR, and left on record in the New Yeftament, then ire 
the preference to that which is moſt excellent. If the readep is diſpoſed 
to make this ſurvey, he will find ſome aſſiſtance in J. STEerREns £/jr's. 
book on the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion ns ep with thoſe of 
all the other Religions and Syſtems of I bileſenby, which have hitherto 
appeared in the world, | 


— 


8 F 
"the yay Take the ſafe ſide. Believe in Cie, if.you 
en. Believe as far as you can, Examine every principle 
- , ſtep by ſtep. And ſhould the evidence for. Infidelity tall 
ever ſo little 1 8 ating wg 75 act 3 
| Nel on this ſide; and no r whateves on dhe fide of 
. faithiCand obedience. -Submit, chen, to his cal, and. de. 
_  » tightful yoke. Fr ways,” (make but fir triat of them) 
vou will always find to be, way of  Pleafeutncſs, an all bis 
paths to be paths of pracr. “ In ohr opinion,. and. in the 


d opinion of all wiſe and good men of every age ant nation 
7 = j . . ' hs . REIN eme 
een te that mult gir e 
e ©, Sweeteſt pleafures while we lire; . 
4 * 8 Nis Religion maſt ſupply... _ 5 A in ** 
| Solid comfort when we die 
e Afier death its joys ſhall bee: 
244 4 Lafling as eternity.” 6 N 4062 ab 


. 4 g | = p 51 ben : 8 wane: + # 9 | hay, 5 Note * 
„ For 2 view of the pleaſures and cheerfulneſs of the religion of 
. : N Mer 
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92 znidelitey is making its way ra among | 
and 2 orders of * is the cauſe of the Goſpel by no 
means defperate. The Europeans in the Eaft Indies are ſaid to be al- 
moſt univerſally /»fgels. © The ſtate of France is too well known. The 
+; fame ſpirit. is running through Ancrica. Tubus Paint bas Tent 
over among them, it ia faid, 14,000 copies of his deiftical publications, 
But though every poſſible effort is making to eſtabliſh the reign of Je- 
- Fality, there are equal efforts at Jeaſt, I think, making by Food men 
of all denominations,. for the propagation. of evangelical truth. The 
conflict is fevere. But it is_ealy to fee how the conteſt will terminate. 
Let every man that is on the Lox p's fide come forward, and avow him. 
- ſelf a friend of the deſpiſed Nazarene, in oppoſition to all the e 
of earth and hell, Cur/e ye Meroz, ſaid the Angel of the Lol c 
ze bitterly the inhabitants thereof ; becauſe they came nat to rhe help of the 
Lox p, to; the help of the Lox D againft the mighty. When one confider 
| the preſent ſituation of the great hulk of mankind, whoſe heart does 
not buro within him to contribute ſomerhing towards evangelizing the 
nations? The johabitants of the world are ſaid to amount at this time 
to about 231 millions; of whom 420 millions are Pagans; 130 millions 
Mabomel ans; 100 millions Carhalics 3 44 millions Protefants ; 30 mil. 
lions of the Greek and frmenian churches ; and 7. millions Few: 
Is not this view of things a loud call to the friends of the Gel to ule 
every poſſible means to promote the ſpread of it among the nation 
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he inſpicayon.: Are we in po danger then y 
LR r minds? Ought not every men, 
— has gere or bis future happineſs,. to 1 4 | 


band to. promote the ſalvacion of; 
rag ii and Ka of ,,naath Tb 


. fit in i in dna ern | 
fn Coen 


earth, have herein the greateſt 
ſmall, ot gr 


reſpects, obſcure Sed, have done more to 

honour-of the Re vi um x's..name among — nations, th 

the ant in Thbeſe wort 

ſions in tha year 17 7325 and have now, in 

— thoſe ſeveral 0 them the moſt u 

— e near 1 7 
U g about 2 000, converts 2 
Senn eban | 

rica n the your 1697, by den er nee bo wth ll faces, 15 
The Kin of B 4 ſent the I 
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Trang been 
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Cn RIS in that part of che world. 

— "Th ir it rg 


. At preſent they, 
. Indic, and one in the drs en Sc 
ORE honoura 
rayers 27 


fi 
s 1Q,C02, im 

A charity of a moſt. extenſive, gn 123 
11 & wick this Societ3, is. the education 3 
1 A well as in the diſtribution of books they excel an thing. 
Id. Let their annual meeting; at St. Pars 
| x eports for an, account of their Yep en ne 
exertions in the pri ion of knowledge. 
| apti 2 
Eaft Indies, but the rats of their labours does not yet 
— N nr its infancy. We ave informed bt 
at the European: in country are very in a ' 
delity. This conkmne what hav. eta tail by the natives, in 7 
Engliſh ; « Chriftiaa religion Devil igion 1) * much drunk 


| 't Chriſtian 2 do 


_*6\ Chriffrans 
% ſhort: of thoſs, he themſelves believe, to come ſhort of heaven? 


| tociety, beſides others of different deſcriptions. 


proved. Bat be this as it ma the perſons concerned 
ra 


heaven. More noble ill; however, is he 


| „Who, lay! 
+ prejudices, and narrow plans of human policy; cop 
to his ability, to every = ſet on foot —— of- his fellow 


Creatures, and the advancement of the RDEZ NHR“ kingdom. 


- vanice the bonour of his name. It is a black mark upon bim. Me 


nation under heaven. 


_ eft, and if they conſider their principles as the only true and important 


8 xo 116 + TS | 
| endeavours; you aft dot able co fin nintory ge 
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wrong,' much 'beat, ien abuſe PN». 
-hiitives are apt to ey i Waking they What, doft den 
thin mea Chrifian, ar I would! go abet 10 Athee “ 258 
48 add ht.“ Ffays © ohe of the ürſt Miſonaries,- 70 0 dehold 
ere 2 1 and u 
an up to is appetite  Hadian thut ĩs juſt and ſquare 

. i wg v not ſo. O what" à ſad thing it ig for 
r moralities “ d oe N 


Conũderable effects alſo may be expected to ariſe ſrom the two 86d. 
28 on the toaſts: of Hfrica nnd New: Holland. - The expeRation 
ry a "ps, 

it 


is at the preſent period 


The Methodift conne ion, under the direction of the Rev.” Dri 
: Cote, has been conſiderably 1 in 2 ſouls! to Cu br in 
the ent Indie. In the opwards of a dozen. 


in the, — 2 and near 8, o Blacks in 
e bee He: 


Preachers employed 


The Mifoxary Society in London have taken 


"Yon of -the —_ de with great ſpirit; and preſent proſpects are 
5 . How far it hay loa the 2 2 


+ wad OY, be 
eavours in e e to be 


their reward. The attempt is Every 1 
ts us ſhould throw his 2 into one * other of theſe treaſuries of 
aſide all party 

tes, according 


Þcan-- 
not conceive how any man, who profeſſes to believe in the name cf 
Cnnisv, can be at reſt in his ſpirit, without making ſome effort to ad- 


wats them that arc atieave is Ziem—that put far away the evil 2 
lie upon beds of ivory, that firetch themſelves upon their couches, bar 
rat the lambs out of the flock, and the 3 2 the. midſt = the. mt 
—that chant to the ſound of the viol — that drink wine in 
they are not grieved for the affiition of Joszr mn. - | 
Thanks be to God, that though a ſpirit of In A is rapidly bend. 
itſelf” through the old rotten churches of Europe, yet there is a 


ing 
fire kindled in the hearts of thouſands that ſhall never be extinguiſhed, 
till all the ends of the earth have ſeen the ſalvation of our Gov. A 


miſfonary ſpirit is beginning to ſhew itſelf, all through England, Scotland,” 
Germany, and America, which on finally diffuſe kelf through way 


Why do not our Unbelieving countrymen form ſocieties, and ſend out 
miſſionaries to convert the nations to pure Dei/m ? If they are in earn- 


ones, they certainly ought * to _ or elle they fall under divine con · 
demnation. 7 
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the beſt light yo have be virtuous in your; own: \ 


nee 


| os 1 1s too great and ſefious, - Come forwari 
| {oious integrity, in all the zeal which che love of truth 


1 7 1 7 * ol,” 
#4" bd MER Ve T. een 

latina 8 allow at lcaſt, 
with Rousszau, he was an extraordinary mans one of 
the firſt characters that ever appeared upon earth: See 
then that not. his name ; treat his cauſe | 


you blaſpheme 
an reg the warld wirh reſpoct:; walk according —4 


and, do all you cannot to make. converts to Heν. 
becauſe when mencommence; Hiideli, they. g +» WA 


immoral) but to lead your fellow- men into the xa: of 


iety and virtue, under ſome denomination or other. If, 
indeed;”-you can fairly, by found e and Me, olid. exi- 
dence, explode the divine authority. of, the Go . Ve Me 
ſq far from being afraid of conſequences,” 
upon vou to do it May my heart he indiſſolubly er 


ed to the cfariot of truth, 95 follow cternally "where 
ever ſhe leads the Way [Try then What you can 80. 
Exert all your talents. Call forth eyery latent power of 


the 1 Bting out your ſtores of ancient and modern 
-But—no ricicule! no laughter! no ſucerd! Tue 


the dignity. of good ſenſe, in all the majeſty of con- 


inſpires, furniſhed with languages, knowledge, expetience, 
oblervation, and either eee overthrow the caule.of 
the Goſpel, which we aſſuredly deem the caute of truth; 


or like Jewyns and PrinGLE, on the ſeventeenth and 


eighteepth pages, openly acknowledge. that you are 15 4 
vinced and Meoordd. This would. be manly. This. 
would be acting in a manner worthy the character of 
Lovers .of truth. And on ſuch men the Gop of was | 
himſelf would look down from heaven well pleaſed. 

But, if you do already ſee reaſon to believe in the Som 
of Gop ; or if at any future period you ſhould find cauſe 


.ſo to do, take heed that you imbibe the true, noble, liberal, 


benevolent ſpirit of the Goſpel, in all its purity; and extent. 
Be not aſhamed either of its doctrines or precepts. -- Pre- 


ent your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy,” acceptable unto"Gov, 


which is your teafonable ſervice, Endeavour to be uni- 
formly and conſcientiously, e and b re- 
| H 2 | 
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IT 
fication of your perſons, rifcaclon of y your natures, 


be, all 8 thought 
your ſins, the juſti- 


and the ir aeg cf your Þ be the grand buſineſs and 


aim of your life. Every thing with you,. and eve 
2 you, wil oppoſe this 4 


ROT: aa fians hehe: 
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+ There \ need; 5 this time of general i diſcbiteti, 36. at W 
Yion of all gad men to the obligations we are under, 8 r ; 


Hoa aig Th 


the civil government 
of the happy rountry in which he We have 8 to loſe, 
wet Wade place. The ruin broug 
1 is, © 
and ane the | ate yes 
3 not ine gg to N 
ourſelves, we ſhould do well to look 

irt nan, when the three — 2 
convulſed for ſeyen years together from one end to, anoth 
the man thvnkad; of Shs wan who fell in the blood 
lions of money that were ſpent, „ 
that were ruined, there were ſlain 17 Farls and Lords, 4 ] 
Baronetr— Colonels -A Lieutenant Colonels— 1 
ali .—30 
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beheaded, or died in prifon.— The ſpirit of the RNS - oa | 
ame as hath for theſe ſeveral years prevailed in France; nor were the _ 


clergy treated with much more buihanity; 8 or 10,000 of them Jeng 
* out of their Lirings. See W er's Sufferings of the _ 

Ani if any convulfion ſhould take place 
|] do tiot conceive that we ſhould be much more 
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He was no inexperienced man who ſaid -. fe fs as 


when one lerreth out 4water ; therefore leave off contention 


led with. 


— AMC Wikate 26 puniſh us effeQually, he will des. 
Prive us of wiſdom, and ſet us at loggerbeads one with another. The 


guence will be, ruin to the preſent race of Englibmen, If with 


the above two dreadful examples before us, we  ſuſfer- a party” 
drive us to extremities, we ſhall deſerve all pe 
2 n Were we united and 
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LE 


great regenerating 
| Remember, however, this is con. 
main concern in the world. . Obe thi alone” is) truly 


The 4. Ke decir, that as we are to fear Gov; 
. But, An) afide, . 
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| out, | ono execie the we been in \ caſes of a fimilar nature. 
it be meds" 


dying penitents, and refolve, by, the grace 


4 tl 57 1139. % Mt bak 
25 xc Ce A ent” — = * * be 
we And this Ke, the richeſt myſt be or- ADL _ 16 fr 
Labour not for: the meat rhat 'Þþ beth, "he for that meas, 
bac endureth unto everlaſting life. — the A | 
dem of Gop, and big 'r We, - and all neceſſ * . 


ſhall be added unta you.” Tf” you are ever ſo 
wiſe, learned, agar ae if you, are not at the To 
time ſubſtaiſti experimentally religious, ' ou are a, 
miſerable man. fool proof of this ? in- 
ward, and dock fo you ae pr the cloſe: of life; or turn 
back, and impartially conſider the experjence, of the ſe- 
veral perſons, whoſe declatations we Have recorded, in the 
beginning of this treatiſe, Compare them, weigh chem, 
diſcriminate their characters; xc3e& what is baſe and un- 
worthy your attention, take alarm at the warn "Fd the. 
Dy tr 7 
have à name and a among his people. 2 — 
deſpiſe and the Sacred Mritingi, as the humour 
ſhall lead, do you be much in the peruſal. of them. . Let. | 
them dwell in you richly. They will make you happy” | 
in your own foul, and wiſe unto | 
dig in them, ſcrutinize them, let your daily m 
Pk It is the en Word, and the hg 0 Gap's » 
grace alone, which is able to build us up in 
and fave our ſouls alive. Read it, therefore, N 
of Gop. Read it with religious vſews. Res 
conſtant prayer to Heaven for divine illumination 
as often as convenient, get upon your knees in 
— the Bible ſpread before you, and, be aſſured, you. 
„„ ſuch — Kr — 7 delights, as 
the mo 


ſtrangers Wes 23 yau. a ua have no proper | 
n till you have made the experiment, Were 

permitted to give my laſt dying advice to che dhẽjmun 
Fial T have in e world, it n ich 
Da. Jenson we to his friend Six Josnua NV 


3 vos 


8 


129 


Abbes Dy De Rexry, a French nobleman, uſed ſo read three chap- 
ters a tay, with his hegd uncovered, and on his benfled knees. 
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| NOUDS—RIAD YOUR, Brut — only Gould 39; as rad 
Read it daily upon y, knees. with Frvent” prayer for 
divine illumination; and ret dt, rill-you have imbibed_. 
the ſpirit of it into the very. frame and ea your - 


I here leave 1 it on 2 in 16 


„ roa ono hen, 


expired, then may you | hymbly PPE 

e proficiency in the Ai 1¹ But, if you can. 
jr whole days together, without fefrething” Your 
0 


A * 
= - 
282 — — 1 5 aw$ of . ö — 
P — x 
__ 5 q 5 , I th» 2 , * 1 , PO — * . 
P 8 % 5 . — r ” 
— - ä — - ” - 
— | - 


L. 125 14 N 
as n * Ps 8 5 : | 


ſoul, and tranſcri ibed the precepts. and example of Nebs. 
inte every part of your daily rn ON 


This ſhould be the laſt G advice, 1 tay, which tf 


would give to the tendereft friend I. have upon earth. 
And, "if ſh6uld have no other. . portunity 9 9 me, 
r 


oppoſition to the hen 
loquy of the. irreligiovs, . and | unbelieving "WD. 


jeigicy to my #4 . and People ple among 


BLES, AfD KA TILL YOU LOVE ro Nr, piny 


DAILY 'OVER THEM,. * PRAY a MILL. YOU. LOVE, 
N and Prayer become 


ro PRAY. When the 
delightful, | and the time 7 0 therein ſeems Don 


ul with ſome portion of the Holy 1 1 505 if you oy 
ye 


yourſelves cold, remiſs, and negligent in Fr pra 
of if, when you read the Scriptures and retire for Gone, 
you have little or no taſte for che heavenly employ, but. 
it appears irkſome and diſagreeable, and the time ſpent 
therein tedious and weariſome, you may be affured, let 
your 5 be. what wa may, and * ſermons' You | 


1 This great man himſelf read the Bible too neue, and aha books f 


too much. This, and aſſociating frequently with men of little or no 


religion, were the main capſes of reat leanne/s of ſoul, and fear 
of death all through life. He Wax Poder, e man, 
and an admirable jodg e of good writing. In the ſecond vol. of his 
_ Lives of the Poets, p. 110, he ipeaks © Duyven's Dialogue on the 
Drama, as one of the fineſt proſe compoſitions in the Fagliſe language: 

2 ame vol. he ſays, DT DEN Ss Poem on the 
ILLIGREW, is the nobleſt Ode our language has ever 
produced. In the third vol. p. 62d. he tells us the moſt poetical 


and at the 182 page of the 
death of 105. 75 


Paragraph in the whole maſs of Exgliſb poetry is in Cox RRVZ“s 
Mourning Bride. And in the fourth vol. p. 18 1ſt. he declares one of 


the finelt ſimilies in all Eagliſb poetry is that of the Student's progreſs in 


the ſciences in Poye's EH on Criticiſn, live 215—232e 


- 
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W hom 1 ba 


gone preaching the Gog 10 real intrinfi ic. . 
than thopſands of go ge fig REA Lok 


poſe you. hae made 


_y 


t. N 


| 3 numerous, or em ai 
either wholly dead to ecke diving, or: Dee 2005 


back ſliding and dangerous 
, kilns an} grrgg inſtances, mit produced | of perſons, — 
when they approach 2 5 life, bitterly. lamented 
their neglect of the acred: -Volume.* And numerous are 
the examples of perſons in all ages, who haye ſpent much 
of their time in peruſing: that gf, unparalleled. . 
Moszs, Isatan,: 4 K Malachit enjoin it upon 
Jus, young and old. Gop himſelf commands the a 
to Josg ua. It was the. conſtant practice of David. 
through life. And there is reaſon to e that Ixsus 
Cars; ſpent moſt of his leiſure in this. manner. Both " 
and his. diſciple Sr. Pur, recommend che 1 to 
every Cristian. Tinotay was trained from his child-, 
hood im this way. And the BAR ZAUNS, are 2 oor of as 
being mere noble than others, becauſe they ſearched the 
Scriptures daily. The primitive Christians were intimately 
acquajnted with the Saved. Writings, and generally car- 
ried a; Bible about them, making it their companion. * 
ever they went. And ſuch was their affection for it, that 
manx af them have been ſound buried with the Cocpel 
laying on their breaſts. Women wore it hanging at their 
necks. Children were trained up from their infancy to. 
9050 4; by heart; ſome of whom ks n * 
cien 
8 che Refarmati, 
been buried under the rubbiſh of human per Bae for 
many ages, the people in this country, were extremely 
cager to-read and hear the Holy Scriptures. They were 
received with inexpreſſible joy. 5 . Biſhop RivLzy and 
others could repeat large parts of them Without book. 5 
The learned Joswua BARNES ſometime. afterwards, is 
to have read a ſmall pocket Bible, that he uſually A. 05 : 
about him a hundred and twenty times over, at leiſure 
hours. ' Brza, at upwards of eighty years of age, could 
FePEAT he 1 of 92 Por 8 cp in hg. original 
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gend nd all we Pialms in Hebrew. 
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And more Ci 

| 7 ould recitr almoſt. any « 
0 cripture in its . 660 
eee ee 


Mi" Wurm Geper tied himſelf to read fifteen chap- 
ters in the Bible daily: *' Lady ' Frances Hoparr read 
the Prahns over twelve times every year, the New Tea. cc 
ment thrice; and the other rt of: the*Old T. 2 onee; 
Sus ANNA,  Countess* 0 sf E for the ſeven years fc 
of her life read the whole Me over twice Ty Pr And 0 
the late Rev. 'WiLLtam Romain ſtudied nothing elſe u 
but the Bible for the laſt thirty or forty years of his liſe!® | 
All theſe examples, from ancients and moderns, a 
produced in'this place, to encourage the ſerious believer 
to "abound in this divine employ, for the comfort and 
edification of his own mind. The more — we 
are acquainted with theſe writings, the more fully — 
be perfuaded of their incomparable excellency. T XS 
ſcheme of r *thereity* exhibited,” is m 9 | 
of acceptation, admirably calculated to make all mankind ' 
virtuous and happy, could all mankind ſee its excellence; 
fee] its neceſſity, and fubmit to its righteous requirements, 
Far are we from withing you to pay a blind ſubmiſſion d 
every thing that goes under the name of Religion. _ Very 
far are we from deſiring yon to believe as we believe, or 
to act in every reſpect as we think right to act. Prize the 
liberty wherewith Gop hath 5 made you free; 
Uſe our” own feaſon; but oſs it ſobe ly. Beware of po 


and ſpurious pretenſions, * Be upon your d againſt 4 
ſophiſtical Philoop þy, the tio yu of che preſent, 
day. To ſour!” Philoſophy' we have no but 
when a ſpurious kind of wiſdom, falſely called  Pþilofepby, | . 
would rob us of our Bible to which we are all more. in- 
debted than we are * confeſs, we muſt lay en it as 
rern 


* Conſult the — ol of 81 MP30N' ; Sacred 22 for a number 
of fimilar inſtances. . _- als: 
- + The beſt Bible for religi ous purpoſes, I have long found, is our + ++ 
common. family. Bible, with marginal references. Many notes, and _ 
much explanation, drayy off the attention from the words, of Gop to. 

the words of men. Literary men will, of courſe, read it in the . 
nals. Brsnor Wirsen and J6n On row's B:bles are valuable, | 


| e for private, the latter fox both private and family reading. 
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tells us in another 


15 153 1 | 

E ow Gig” 5 1 Twelve T Ta; a Tan 
e ſhould be offended Lil peak 8 Ain. 
« the Rttle bock of *. . Table alone, +6 
« we Eotfider the Teveral 'chapre rs, or regard it_as/ the 
« foundation of all out laws, excects the libraries of all the, 
ec Philoeophers, as well in the 5 One of its dchorich, NY 
« in the extent of its utility.“ 
The principles of * ndtural "teligio w are all folid, And, 
founded in the reaſon and relation 05 things. The e 
of CaxrsT is equally' ſolid and ratignal. It takes In, 
unites, and confirms” every principle of nature, and adds 
3 number of circumſtances dite to the fallen condition 
of man: And it calls upon, it invites, it 8 it 


commands us to examine its e 1 1 


rare, ; ReFUracy, and [ ſeverity. . e We RES 
If 1782 8 had nor been agreeable to to the moſt wind 
principles reaſon, we ſhould. never have found 


the ſoundeſt and maſt perfect reaſoners, that ever appeared 
Pon ers enliſt . its Mane? T hat it is not OY 
a nee ve * 


9 cc 113 omnes bet. dicam _d FRO hiblionbecs mehercule | 


- « omnium philoſophorum pnus mihi videtur XII. tabularum libellus, ſi 


« os — — 5 1 2 riderit, et auc toritate pondere, Kh 
2. 


De Oratore, 
. may add: too, that the moſt aQive, uſeful; and benevolent: cha- 
in our own more enlightened day have been the firmeſt believers 
3 of the Oli and New Tefaments. The late Joh Wa- 
LeY ſpent hie whole life, time, ſtren ph, "00d. ee the 
knowledge of Cng1sT and his The late -Jon x Howard, | 
145 was eg ih ate in advancing the fume cauſe, in a way as un- 
reſidented, as it was uſeful, He was a firm believer in the ee 
and a very ſerious and conſcientious Chriſtian, of the Bagtia 
| BoiLIinBRoOxE, indeed, tells che world, that the reſurrection of 
letters was a fatal period: the Chriſtian ſyſtem has been attacked 
«« and- wounded too, oP ſeverely 'fince that time.” Page 182, He 
* that Chriftianity bas been in decay, ever | 
n of leners.” N 188. The late King of 


*« ſince the reſutrecii 


Pruſpa has the ſame tie. cc Hoz £%, Cas tame, Su Eraser: 


* and 30 L IR S KON, in England, and their diſciples, have 


_ © religion a mortal blow.” Hi. of his cum Times, vol. 1. P. 62. 
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' Theſe two great men are miſtaken.” * confound pare algen 


* 


* 


8 no means to be aſcribed, either to 
| ſcheme; butto cauſes of a yerp.differcnr nature. of ur. 
| GospeL be hid, il is hid to them that are loft: in whom the. 

god of this world hath blinded the minds. of; them that. believe. 
not, lest the light of the glorious Gosp. of Cars UI 
bine unto them. This view ought to alarm the fears, and 
rouſe the attention of every man living; but eſpecially of 
our unbelieving and 5ceptical countrymen. . Rejection of the 


[IY 


truths of religion is always in the Sacred Hntings, aſcribed 


to a fault in the Heart and will, rather than to any defe& 

in the head. Ir will not come unte me, that ye may baue 

ONE life—IF any man will do bis will, be. ſhall know. of tbe. 
'  Mdottrine. whether it be of Gop, or whether I peak of . 
Self. —The wicked ſball do wickedly, and none of the wicked 

Hall understand, but the wise ſpall understand. —ITbe ways 

e the Lon are right, and the juſt ſbuil mall in them: but 
the transgressors ſpall fall therein.” Say not then, My 

FRIENDS, that you world befieve if you c,, Deceive 

not yourſelyes by alledging want of evidence. Tell us 

no longer of the abſurdities and contradictions of Scrip- 

ture. The evidence is ample:f The abſurdities will 


religion wich ſuperſtition, The latter we „ and we glory in the 
* ond rr mortal blow ; but the ne. is as onlakeaNle 18 i 
the throne of the ETERNAL. e 
+ * Reaſonable Deifts cannot but become Chriſtiant, where the 'Gof- 
«« pel ſhines.” Theſe feveral paſſages of the Sacred Writings account 
ſuffictently well for the Infidelrty of our ſeveral deiftical writers. Bot. 
- LINBROKE, VOLTAIRE, Gisson, Paint, and moſt others, of | 
whom I have had any knowledge, ſeem to have been deſtitute of the 
proper ſtate of mind for the inveſtigation of religious truth. . From .. 
«« ſeveral converſations,” ſays the learned BIAT TI, “ which it has” 
** been my chance to have with Unbelievers, 1 have learned, that igno- 
«« rance of the nature of our religion, and a diſinclination to ſtudy both 
| 3 . evidence, are to be reckoned among the chief cauſes of 
« Infidelity.” . 8 eng 
ALL1x's Refle#ions upon the books of the Holy Scripture, contain ' 
a large number of valuable thoughts, and ſhould be read in oppoſition  - 
to all the flimſy objections of the above Deifts. KerT's Sermons at 
the Bampton Lecture ſufficiently invalidate the ſophiſtry of GIBBON. 
Much ſatisfactory light has lately been thrown upon the Plagyes of 
Egypt by the learned Jacor BRTANT. The Old Tefament has been 
more lately defended againſt the attacks of THA Paine by Davin 
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0 W comtraditighs will praſe; when - once. OY 
mide ate brought ume a Humble, reachable, and religious 
fade "when the veil is taken from your hearts,” and 4 5 ä 
ſcales — Kallen from your N. A Deay yourſelyes, 
therefore "Ceaſe to ve in fin. Morkify your Tufts ank 
paſſſons. Part with che me of falſe philoſoph y. | Live 
in humility, purity, and 1 Be good moral men, 
conſeientigus worſhippers of Gop, upon 2 5 joe ire 
_ cipes, ſober Enquirer after truth, praying vine di 
rection, and i not be long before 
lie vers in Cux isr Jesvs. No na man 98 N * 
wiſh to reject the Gospel, becauſe it is all purity and yr 
neſs, and the moſt powerful means, with which the you 
was ever favoured, of making us Yirtuous and aro 


HARE. Fa LETS * In bis bleſt life. 


dee the path ; add in his death the price 5 e . 
A And ts gre am, the poof ore Why 6 $2252" 
ow any WH 5-1 i 


For, whatever was a the. cauſe; l it is plain in back, chat 
human reaſon, unaſliſted, failed mankipd in its great /and 
proper buſineſs. of morality; and, therefore, I repeat 
again, he that ſhall be at the pains of collecting all the 
moral rules of the ancient  Phulosephers, and compare 
them with thoſe contained in the New Teftament, will find 
them to come infinitely ſhort of the morality delivered by 
our SAVIOUR, and taught by his Aposiles. Add to this, 
that no other religion, which ever was in the world, hath 
made proviſion for pardoning the fins of mankind, and 
reſtoring us to the divine favour, in a way conſiſtent with 
the — and government of the Supreme Brtvo. 

You will give theſe reaſonings, O ny COUNTRYMEN, 
the weight you ſoppole they deſerve. , Ik you ſcriouſiy 
and conſcientiouſly think there is nothing in them 


ene? = attention, reject. them by all MEANS. If 
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Lavi, a A* ſown, with, conſecrable Ae Bot 0 all 7 HORS 
books, none, I think, is equal to the ad irable CoaFje of lectures by ide 
excellent Px. DopprIDGE; @,,work be 50 rer i dj gar . 
ſhould be without i in his library). 


4 5 
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be wrong; let no conſideratious 7 e you to 
deny your convitions or 2 Manx men have been 
S as well as 1 1 bee es ſcen reaſon to 


tioned had deen much led aftray. © vcr a8. 
ferent means, however, they diſcovered their error. 
Thiy «cknowſedged their favle. They lameneed their fin. 
They laid aſide 510 prepoſſeſſions, and ſought for the truth +. 
with all cheir {kill and abilities. They were convinced in 
their ynderſtanding ;* converted in their hearts; believed 
uin the Repeemtr; obeyed his Goſpel ;+ 2 chrough 
infinite 4nd uncerited grace, were eternally faved. WB. 
then ſhould not you purſue the fame meaſures, if FR iz 
any ſuſpicions eyery thing is not with you as it ſhov 3 
You mult allo W, 1 ie gotpel-account of things 2 ba, £ 
it is wands aa" important. Treat it not, therefore, © 
with contempf, peglect, indifference, but examine the mat- 
ter to the botzom. Follow the example of WST and 
LITTLETON og che ſeventeenth Page, and let no man lead 


5 
— 
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The reader will find a very clear and conciſe account of the trae/; 
foundation of all human knowledge in the Letters of the celebrated 
Eur p, the 33 mathematician of the preſent age, to a German _ 
Prince/i, val. 1. Let. 115. Pp. 811. This extraordinary man, ſecond to 
none bas the 3 1 was a ſerious and conſcientious 
Chriftian, and avowed his belief in Cuz 1er upom all proper occafions. 
And while his great Maſter declared that he found ** more fure marks 
; of authenticity in the Bible, than in any proſane hiſtory whatever; ? 
he writes to the above Princeſs, that ““ the hdly life of the Hpofles, d 
« of the other primitive Chriſtians, appeared to him an irre ſiſlibſe A 
** of the truth of the Chrifran religion.” Letter 114. For the oh 
declaration of Sir Is aA Newrox, ſee Biſbop Wareon's admirable 
_—_ c in anſwer to Mr. Gisson, Let, 3. P. 287. 
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wu by the n6ſe do deſtruction, or ſneer 1 ah of falvacioth, 


Examine the evidence; and, with all ſimplicity and humili- 
a Judge 8 to that eyidence. And if you 

convinced, chat raus is the CnRir, act nobly, 
— is name, like Rochssrzx on the nineteenth page, 
to the teeth of his b rs, and ſtrive, like him, to undo 
all the mifchief you. may have been the occaſion of to 


others; "Inſtead of being . Heroes in wickednefs,. or ring-. 


leaders in the tauſe of Ixßdelity for there are not a few 
who make a oth at Tin, and Ay in their ſhame) let ir 
be your hipheſt ambition to become . Chrytian Heroes ;* 
Heroes who can forgive, and love, and bleſs your enemies: 
who can conquer the world and all your on nerate 

ropenſities; Herbe whoſe. Huy are y with 
ſchemes of mercy and of kindneſs; 3 are conti- 
nually ſtretched out in prayer and aQts of benevolence; and 
who are never it caſe, but in going about doing good ro 
the bodies' and fouls of men; Heroes in whom religion 
ſits as it were; in triumph, with all the paſſions in ſubjec- " 
tion around her ; with all the luſtre that 749555 and pru- 
dence; and piety, and learning, and good ſenſe, and gocd 
breeding, can beſtow to : you amiable ;- Heroes, in 
ſhort; whoſe day endeavour is to clothe the naked, to ſeed 
the hungry, to wg * the ſick, to inſtruct the ignorant, to be 


à father to the fackerlels; a huſband to the widow, and a 


friend to the friendlefs of all parties and denominations. of 
men; If ſuch is your Heroj/m, the ear will bleſs when it 
hears you; the eye will give witneſs when it ſees you; the 

bleſſing of him that is ready to periſh will come upon you: 
and the widow's heart will dance in your preſence for joy. 
Simple as this account may ſeem, it is an Herojſm which 
few; comparatively, ever attain. to or have any idea of. it 
will require. all. your fortitude, and the urmoſt ſtretch « of 


your * 


S Riess Srest⸗s Chiiflian Heb, i a. lit e book worth the 5500 
r eſpecially of the reader who id diſpoſed to 


reject the 
but thoſe 
—— | 
Croan, Buavitus and CAsst üs, Jesus Casale and t, Par 
Theſe illuſtriaas 


It contain an argument to prove, "that no .princi 
are ſufficient Tae pron man. ik this ies 
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ap beſt Jowers, In Pusſping ſuch a line of nave z in, 
canmun&ion wick your temporal occupation, vou, will be 
employed ofefully and extnfoctably while you live, and-you 
will "be Wale up for be general aſſembly, and church. of 
the fr t-bork, which are written in beaven, when you 920 
Be ftrong iu the Lon b, then, and in the a of. bim 
f Put on t, 2 Whole armour of Gab, that ye may be able % fand 
' againſt the wiles of the devil. Fight he Far 21 1 7 
x 428 lay bold un eternal life. Let the well known advice of 
the juſtly celebrated Locks, which is both wiſe and ra 
able, be acceptable in your eyes. It will aſſuredliy do you 
no harm, and, if you pay due attention to itz it wilt de 
you eternal good. He hiiſelf was an example of his own 
precepts.” For: fourteen or fifteen years he applicd himſelf 
cloſely "to. the ſtudy of Holy Seripture, and emplo) ed the 
laſt period of his life) Rardly 4 in any thing beſide, He 
never weary of admiring the grand views of that ſacred back, 
and the juſt relation of all its parts. He every day made 
diſcoveries in it; that gave him freſh: cauſe of admiration, 
And fo earneſt was he for the comfort of his friends, and 
the diffuſion of ſacred: knowledge among them, that even 
the day before he died, “ he very particularly exhorted all 
about him to read the Holy Seripiures, exalting the ve 

<« which Gob ſhewed to han, in juftifying him by faith in 

© Jzzus Canlsr, and returning Yon ſpe — thanks for Joy 
„ ing called him to the knowledge of that Divine S4- 


for a young — to attain to the true rs of 
the Chriſtian religion, in the full and juſt extent of it, he 
rephed—< Let him ſtudy the Holy Scripture, eſpecially che 
« New Teſtament. Therein are ee the words of 
* eternal life.— It hath Gop for its author SAL VAT 
for its end and Taurn, without any mixture of error, 


cc for i * matter.”* | 8 14 
2 e And 


3 The ingenious and pious Lara aſter prediQn | ks: Sir 
Isaac Newron, the general ſpread of xfidelity,thus expre es himſelf 
concerning the truth of the Go/pel : * If Gop has not ſpoken and acted 
« through CHr1sT, then there never has been a Gov who hath 

« atted and ſpoken, If Can15T is the work of chance, then man md 
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And nes, g Bf nr Vater: e ſend. 
ments of the moſt affectionate regard, both for- Tong and - 
for evety human being wherticr Few, Turk, Infidel, Hey: 
tic, or Chriffian; I fabmir theſe © reflections, concerning 
Relivitir and the Sitted Writings, tö your moſt ſetivus 
conſideration.” What imprefion they may make upon 


NS 


K * 


tene * carpet * to you, * chat you will givr 


. 


» Ane Fare bong 8 
by" 43% * ae * W's n f er 90 80 21% V 
1 8 e ee is the work of ante alſo. 16 Cnnron: did. pot - 
0 «« want the afliſtante of a God to the performance of his wonderful 
n or Ne . allo can perform her work x without the N of 

| «a DW 5 er | 
4 8&7 © See Serrer- Journdl of « e fru vol. 2. p. 348: 
ec 1 the — ſhould find himſelf diſſatisfied with the Plea for- | 
18 ligion and the Sacred Writings, which is here put into his hand, ler him 

| not give up the cauſe as deſperate, but rather, Jet him lay it aſide, and 
(, have recourſe to thoſe more able and explicit plicie Trowtiſes which I have 
e occafionally\ recommended in the Notes, © Or, if he thinks himſelf 
1 capable of rendering a more effettual ſervice to the cauſe of evangelical 
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truth, let him take up his pen, and confound the enemies of rehgion. 
Learned Laymen, eſpecially, ſhould come forward in vindication of the 
1 at ; fince W which proceeds from the Clergy on religion, 
from a (zif-interefted ſource. Mz, WIL BEA 
FORCE Pore 5. himſelf much honour. He is a bold and able advocate 
for a much iqjured cauſe, Nor leſs ſo is the excellent Miſs Hannan 
Monz. She is a credit to her ſex, and a blefling to her country. 
It is ſcarcely poſſible, however, for authors on this ſubject to be too 
. numerous. We are not wanting in clerical writers; but thoſe who have 
treated on ſubjects purely " igious, among the other ranks of ſociety, 
| are, comparatively. few ; eſpecially among the Princes and NA x 
q of the land. Mr. — WaLrort has given us a catalogue of 
f the Royal and Noble authors of England, 2 and J[reland, ſince 
- the Conqueſt ; and, I think, he produces 2 during all thoſe ages, 
N 10 Engl, 7 8 92 Peers, and 14 Peerefſes. To tbeſe he adds 24 Scotch + 
| royal and noble authors, with 11 lib Peers : In all about 150; à ſwall 
number, hen it is conſidered ey are uſually che beſt educated meu 

5 in the country. 
In Germany have been publiſhed i in the courſe of ſix years, how 
1785 to 1790, no leſs a, number than 27,372 bogs, © 8 ax n | 
| lubjetts, and in theſe r x 42 2 


1 General Literature So nnn 
2 Philology DEED ———— eee 1527 | 
3 Divinit·U·-[O „ H ͥ—'⁰n 4863 
4 JuriſprudencgceeU 24536 
5 e => 1893 

6 Metaphyſics and M. "Philoſophy ad nngagccc cexsduecogc xo). JOS 
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your minds, 1 is known only. to the Gov of the ſpirits ws of all! 
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ploy. in our ſecular purſuits. No man ever ſucceeded 
greatly I, life, who did not embark A e 1 e 


cerns. No man ever became a | | 
222 cime,ind. plication.,-- And- v9 ra ever made go 


onſiderabſe proficiency in things divine; all,all the leading 
. of his ſoul were engaged therein. ermnit ne then 


| bi exhort you to. be in earneſt in your feligiolis enquiries. 


pply your minds with Zeal and impartiality to the, inveſ- 


Ginn! of acred viſor, This is the cooern the dur 


8 — and {bling aer! in 


of Ce human being. The mot 
world hath As all 
expreſs its intrinſic value: Mben 


the treaſures of nature tg e 


ſhall Wiso be found Ana dere Ie the plare of Unogx- 


STANDING * Man Eno weib. nol the price there; neither 11 


ii. found in the land vf the living. Tut depth faith, It if not 


in me : and the ſea ſaith, It is not with me. Ii cannat-be, 
gotten for gold, neither ſhall filver be weighed for the price. 


thereof. It cannot be valued with the gold of Opbir, wa the 


precious onyx, or the ſapphire. be gold and the chryſtal can-. 
not equal it : and the exchange of it ſpall nat be for jewels of 


ne gold. No mention ſhall be mate of cof : of of Dales 7 fer 


the price of W1sD0M is above rubies. The topaz” of Ethio-. 
pia ſhall not equal it, neither fball it be valued with pure | 
gold. Whence then cometh W1sDoM ? and where is the Place 

df UnDERSTAN DING ?—Bebold, the FEAR of the Lond, 
that is WisDoM ; and to depart from evil is UnSiisrany-" 
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9 Military Science lf H ·᷑f H 54 
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14 Belles Lettres —„—r rc LESED ——ĩ 2 —— 222 —— s To 
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Miſcellaneous n n EEE)  ooconcoacetoceds be 
27.7 


Gent, Mag. Feb. 47565 p. 147. 
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 edly-repay the Labour Bur, Have we an aflurance\thar 


| thout — thing cir unto Wisvon, and 


feel ber as ſiller, and 


1 
implies che greateſt 22 artenclon wo, our en 
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are tight, in your 
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the incftimable treaſure may he found? The 41/48 of men Ry 
will anſwcr to our, fariafation;: . Son, if thas Will ne- 


to UnDixsranDinG 1 yeds if thou crieft after * WLEDOE, : 
and - lifteft up thy - vaice for UNDERSTANDING : F tho 
fearcheſt fot ber as far hid treafures ; 
then ſhalt thou wunderftand the f * Long, and find 
the 3 of Gop-—ſbes . 


n | | 
Wich theſe fine ſentiteüts T alle my Y leave, comnending 
you to Gbps cd tv the Ward of bis tree, which is able 10 
Bald jou 1p, if you will ſubmit to its authority, and 10 —— | 
au inberitance among all them that art fanttified. 
pteſent ſtate of mind, may you continue 
right way to the end of Four days, and increaſe and 
abound therein more and more. I think; however, you 
ſhould be extremely cautlous how you Eontragift and blaſ- 
pheme what ſo-'many wiſe and good men eſteem the 
truth of Gon, leſt that come upon you; Which is ſpoken of 
in the Prophets—Bobold,” ye. defpifers, and wonder, and 
is -p modeſtly, your firyation' is not alto- 
gether W Bounkg It is impoſſible you foul be - 
perieXy ddt all i a5 you could wh, n 


* Since then we die bat once; and after death 
Mb Our ſtate tio alteration knows, 4 Hp 
% But when we have refign'd our 0 8 
2 Th immortal ſpirit goes nr) 
«« To endleſs joys, or everlaſting woes; 
« Wiſe is the man, who Iabours to ſecure = 
. «« That mighty and imp t flake, © 
% And þy all methods ives to make 


. Me paige abs and his reception fare," { 
_— eg 9 1 
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; L. 132 1 Met. 
As to myſelf, I 2m thoroughly farished with dh Gov, 


Scriptures* hold out to the view and acceptance of man». 


ey "T's m N 225 8 with — Senpturen t and 
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.Q , jud , to be compared The I 
pore ing by 1 8 3 bog 7 


circumſtances in it as are peculiar to his Communion...” I never. read a 
page in this bock, but I catch ſomething; of the author's ſpirit, and feel 
my heart affected with devdut ſenſations. 7 * The Archbiſhop 
rox calls him, “ The dear a KzMyis. And Biſhop wenn, «To 
S e 
e » as | | 

- Paſt. 8 p.1 


1 When I kavs fyokes dove in loch Gn: 


volume of Nature. While we daily ſtudy the former, we-ſhalf 


to pay all due attentipn to the latter, according. to our e SH 
of inveſti To an calightowed obſerver, hes both ret indubi- 
e the glory A | 


ſtars, before the preſent in genious and "qa tigable Dr. . C 


table marks of their great original. The 9 declar 
God, and the earth is Full of bis riches.” The moſt 


appeared peared, did not ral gies art by the wat ſape 


his glaſſes, he hath diſcovered 44,000 ſtars - a -> , at. 5 


are expoſed in the expanſe ta CE os law ae 


_ a-fiefy nature, an n to be ſo many ſuns Sith rock 525 | 


of planets moving r — them. We know the ſun to be the centre of 
our ſytem. It is accompanied with 19 -planets, beſides, about 450 


comets. What an amazing idea does this give us of the works.of Gop ! | 


And if ſuch is the Work, what muſt the Wor tman be! 


Every part of nature, moreover, with which we are acquainted, i is 
full of living creatures, with ſtores of every kind to, ſapply their neceſſi- 
ties. This little globe of ours is known to contain within its bowels a 
great variety of valuable minerals, and to be covered with about 20,000. 


different ſpecies of vegetables, 3,000 ſpecies of worms, .12,000 ſpecies 

of inſets, 200 ſpecies of amphibious animals, 5 50 ſpecies of birds, 
| 2,600 ſpecies of fiſh, and 200 ſpecies of quadrapeds How immenſe 
then muſt be the number of individuals! One fly is found to bring forth 
+. -2000 at a time, and a ſingle cod-fiſh to produce conſiderably more than 
three millions and a of. young. Nay. - AO tells us, that 
there are more animals in the milt of a le cod-fiſh, than there 


re men upon the whole earth. Over 5 theſe creatures preſide 


3 of 730 millions of human beings. Such is che family of the 
ar FATHER here upon earth! And when it 1s- conſidered, that 


— the earth itſelf, witk all its furniture, is no more, when compared with 


the whole ſyſtem of things, than a ſingle grain of ſand, when compared 
with a huge mountain, we are loſt in the im of * s works, 


that Rxvxemer, and that SANCTIFIER which the Chriftran | 


Vs 4 


Nd terms of the Ties ah 1 
Rl, it is by. no mans intended to caſt any flight ä 


* 23 = 


82 133 1 | 
wich zu the ine dg . 
Gop hath done, .is hood and weill do all things well. It 
is altogether fit he th 1 his own world, and bow 
the rebellious nations to his ſway. The preſent degene- 
rate ſtate of Chriftendom % _ diſgraceful to his govern- 
ment, to be permitted to continue beyond the predicted 
period. He will, therefore, ariſe and plead his own cauſe, 
1 all the Wicked of men, and i, conyulſiohs and - 
diſtreſs of nations, mall wind up to his eternal credit. 
The Lokb. ir Aung, hes the people; never” ſo' impatient ; be 
ſitteth between the. Cherubim, be. the.eavth never ſo unquiet, 
His Gojpzl'is no other than the plan deviſed by infinite 
vwiſdam for che melioration of mankind. The immoral 


ſeed is ſown ; the p eiple of life has vegetated; the little 


leaven is diffuſing itſelf far and wide. Much has, N 25 
done; much is doing; much ſhall be done. Millions of. & 
ſouls have already found eternal ceſt, in conſequence of the 
REDEEMER 's dying love: multitudes of ſouls at Fix moment 
are happy in their on boſoms under a ſenſe of the divine 
favour: and ingumerable myriads af. ſouls ſhalt ariſe be- 
lieving in his game, truſting in his mediation, and rejoicing 
in his ſalvation, mavgre all the oppoſition of fallen Chriftians 
and apoſtate ſpirts. Wiſe and: gracious is the Dryixk BZ- 
id in all his ways, and I rejoice that he is the pry 
among the people. To his ſervice I avowedly devote my 
feeble powers, as long as he ſhall vouchſafe me the exer- 
ciſe of them; nor will I ceaſe. to ſpeak the honpurs of 
his Majeſty, while the breath continues to actuate . 
mortal frame. And, ; 


- . ; * a ce When, 
Ag et 2 

and conſtraĩned to cry out, Lerd, avhat it mans that Bon art mindful of 
Lim, or the ſon of man that thou wijiteſt him And if to this immenſity 
of the works of creation, we add the admirable gy ak the whole, 
and the exquiſite perfection of every ſo far ng we 
ſhall die like the beaſts that periſh, 9 9 to exclaim . 
the holy enthuſiaſm of the P det: * * 


NG Through all eternity to thee ** 
A joyful ſong ÞIl raiſe ; 
But, oh! eternity's too ſhort , 
Io uzter all thy Praiſe. a 
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